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hw mfi»w nothing which has left a permanent impress 
«iqn upon the literature of his country. Ftrenaus Miss 
-nBefoe outburst i vehement display ; refers to the public 
cation of a series of satirical poems, the success of which 
was amasingi but which were filled with insolent abuse and 
scurrilous personality. Cf. For what is glory but the Miss 
of feme Rage and ifer/nMin/fen-^passionate, the- 

toiical disffecy, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing. 
C^fnfenHotUlfy — by custom. PrtmaturMy — He was cut off 
in the prime of his life at the age of 33. dead. 

Z/ull — period of literary inactivity. polished 

to the highest degree of perfection, tope — 16S8-1744 : an 
eminent English poet. His famous works are the Essay 
an CriHcitm^ the Essay on Many the Rapt of Jht Lotky the 
JOnneiady and his Transhitians of the Iliad and Odyssey, 

young Auckiniek — Boswell, the young laird of Auchinlek. 
He bad been to Holland to prosecute his studies. Publish^ 
<4^...iiaiws-*The previous works of Goldsmith had been 
published anonymously. This was the first publication 
that bore CMcbmith’s name. CarrUd weight — been pro- 
ductive of much good ; secured the good will of In cer* 
tain fmarters — among the friends and adn^irers of Johnson. 

Emt there was...MeHfySut Goldsmith displayed a 
more delicate feeling in dedicating his poem to Henry, the 
friend of his in&ncy, to whom in all his wanderingSt bis 
heart, untravelkd, had still lovingly gone back. 

The public,,. pieased^The author's high-mindedness in 
dedicating the poem to his brother, a poor Irish parson, 
rather than to any noble and wealthy patron, from whom 
be might have received a handsome money-present, sur- 
prised and deHghted the ' public. /W deviL..auther^ 
mteiwly poor author. /'ariw#i— clergyman. Return 
those days authors detUcated their works m the great, and 
received sums of money or lucrative posfe in return. Seed 
ike jpoem^Sec Q. I. JKnw— after the lapse of years. 

ii^ms^r-^--<Mdsmfth, who was an exile from hcfeMi. 

Remete — ^fer away from home. VnlHended^yAUmt a 
friend to keep me company ; sofnary. The word is coined 
^ the poet. Meianekoljh-^eBid at heart, being separated 
famdiKwe who are neiuteak and dearest to me. 
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Slew — means, tardiness of locomotion, which is the 
outcome of that sluggishness of mind which comes upon a 
man in solitude. This slowness of motion is the outward 
sign of the heaviness of his heart and his pensive spirit. 

Heart uniravelUd — Wherev‘;r I roam, whatever realms I 
see, My heart untravelled fondly turns to thee. — The Tra- 
veiier. My heart is ever at home. 1 am devotedly attached 
to my home, and in all my wanderings I always think of you. 

Still — though I am travelling through new countries full 
of new and interesting scenes and sigtits, still. To my,., 
turns— I always think of my brother. Ceaseless pain — con^ 
stant pain of mind caused by separation from my brother. 

The farther I am removed from home, the 
more intense becomes the sorrow which I endure at being 
separated from my brother. The farther I travel, the more 
I feel the pain of separation. Those tics which bind me to 
my native country and you, my brother, are still unbroken, 
lly every remove 1 only drag a greater length of chain. \ 

Drags — draws; endures. Remove— A lengthening- 
chain — As a chain becomes heavier the longer it is stretched, 
so niy heart is weighed down with deeper sadness the 
farther I am away from my brother. 

Paras 2 to 5- Summary' Th« Traveller is charactoriaed by (a) 
nw'oet musical sounds ; (fj) sonorous Indian names ; (c) choice and 
contuse diction ; and ardent patriotism. 

Strikes a key-note — produces a thrilling.. impression upon 
the miud^ There is... longing — The first line gives us an 
exquisite picture of the poet moving slowly, all alone, with 
his heart full of sadness. It expresses with pathos and 
poetry the deep sorrow which he feels at being separated 
from those who are nearest and dearest to him, and the 
ardent yearning he feels to be once more with the 
loved ones whom he has left behind him. Pathetic thrill — 
profound feeling of sorrow. Musical sound — rich harmony. 
Pervades... composition— nws through the entire poem. 

Pag^ 77. Altered repeatedly changed. Gentle 
-^karroonious. Naked— ihii, African negroes seldom wear 
^thes'. Note the alliteration. — gasping for breath 

owing to the excessive heat. Line—xht equinoctial line ; the 
equatorial regions where the heat is intensely great. ^ olden 
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sands* — shores where gold can be had — refers to the (lold 
Coast of Africa ; or sands of a golden or rich yellow colour. 
Palmy wine--^\T\t. obtained from the juice of the palm tree. 

warms himself. Glare — fierce heat of the sun. Stems 
-^wims against ; breasts ; opposes. Tepid ivave — moderate- 
ly hot water of the stream. lVa 7 }e — {Poetic) a body of water ; 
stream. All — the various kinds of. Gave — have civen. 

Para. 8. Sonorous — high-sounding. American. . .In- 
dian — The names were given by the native Indians, 
and not by the Americans or the European settlers who 
called the continent America. IVild — Transferred 

Epithet. The river Oswego passes through a wild, un- 
cultivated country. Osive^o — a river of the State ol 
New York. It flows into I^ke Ontario. Spreads.,, around 
— converts the surrounding country iiito a marshland. 

Swamps — marshes. Niagara — The famous water-fall of the 
Niagara, a river of North America, which flows from l.^ike 
Erie into Lake Ontario. The height of thi.s fall, commonly 
called the Horseshoe pall^ is 158 ft. and its breadth is t8oo 
ft. Stuns,., sound-— mdikas one deaf by its tremendous din. 

Charged-^ 6 b]QCttd ; if fault is found with Ooldsmith. 
Proper accentuation — correct pronunciation. Niagara is 
pronounced Ni-ag-a-ra ; C»oldsmith puts the accent on 
ay the third syllable, instead of on the second syllable, 
and therefore his accentuation is incorrect. Set-of—{ht.. a 
claim set up against another) a defence. Dealing ivith — 
using the names of Scottish vilhiges. Mis-accentuated — put 
the accent upon the wrong syllable. To say nothing of— 
not to mention another gross mistake he commits. Ro^t^ 
neath — a Scottish village. It is not an islands Choiceness 
—‘the exquisite selectness.’ Conciseness — pithiness. Diction 
— style. Suggesting — showing. Pedantry — fal.se show of 
learning. artificiality. Betrays — sh«ws. 

Para. 4. Come .. .language — passed into household 
words ; they are very commonly and widely used. And that 
—that they have so passed into the common stock etc. 

Pag0 #8. Singular — striking. Precision — qorrect use. 

It is enough.., weep — Angels are abava all human pas- 


* Where Afric’n sunny r<»tune» 

Roll down their golHtn sand.—Itibgr. 
t Basks at the fire hie hairy strength —Milton. 
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sion s, an<ji therefore they never weep.,. But evea..an^s 
wojJd.J5h£d, tears to see the exquisite beauty of- this.. . fine 
cjctupkt. so .disgracefully marred. 

the Swiss. Short The inhabitants of Swit- 

jcerland, being very hardy and industrious, are always up 
betimes. They never loll in their beds and dally with 
sleep. BreaBts— faces boldly ; meets with the breast man- 
fully. sharp. Coro/s — sings merrily. 

Murdered — spoilt ; marred and disfigured. C^mmonpiace 
— prosaic. Breathes — inhales. Breasts-^is a bold and 
picturesque expression. Particular— special. Literary 
the grace and beauty of the style of the work. 
Apparent — Doctrine — principle. Profound — philo- 

sophic. Ingenious — skilful. Inculcate — enforce and teach. 

Particular — special dcictrine. In the dedication, 

Goldsmith described to his brother the object of his poem 
as an attempt to show that there may be equal happiness 
in states that are governed differently from our own, and 
that every state has a particular principle of happiness.— 
Forster, Bappimss—xs applied to every kind of enjoyment 
except that of the animal appetites, fVatchin^--- marking, 
with a curious eye. pen-and-ink sketches. 

magnificent palaces; supierb edifices used 
chiefly in poetry. Roman emperors, as being the 

successors of Augustus Caesar. Bore sway — ruled ; govern- 
ed. Defaced by time — disfigured and dilapidated by 
the destructive influence of lime. Tottering — crumbling; 
mouldering. Decay — ruin. There — an expletive. 

Heedless of the dead — without at all caring for the 
mighty monarchs who lived there. The peasant pays 
little attention to the facts that it is an historic ground, that 
the spirits of the illustrious emperors are supposed to haunt 
this place, and that it is a profanation to pull down these 
ancient domes. Shelter-seeking — searching a p>lace where he 
may build his cottage. Shed — hut. IVondering — struck 
with surprise. Larger pile — colossal buildings. JSxults — 
feels himself supremely happy. Owns.,, smile — feels happy 
when he considers himself the possessor of the little hut. 

Para. 5. Blaze —sudden outburst ; brilliant display. 

Patriotic idealism — the ideal picture which Gold^itl^ 
.^hose heart glowed with patriotism^ has drawn his 
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country. The picture which he has drawn of Britain is not 
reaJ ; it is ideals it can exisit only in the glowing imaginu^ 
tion of a patriot. Just as an ardent lover sees celestial charms 
in the face of his sweethearti even though she might have 
little pretensions to beauty^ so Goldsmith saw Britain 
blessed with Heaven's peculiar grace* In Britain he saw 
Lawns extend that soorn Arccuhan pride, 

And brighter streams than famed Hydaspes glide. 

There all aroand the gentlest breezes stra^' \ 

There gentlest music melts on every spray ; 

Creation’a tuildeat charms are there ooinbined. 

WAal sorl of the England, with which he was 
acquainted, was not at all like what he had so lovingly 
painted. Consorting — keeping company with. Squalid — 
extremely dirty. Dtns — wretched habitations. 

Pa8^6 78. Favoured land — England which is supremely 
blessed by God. 

Slern o'er,*. slate — Reason holds her stern state, or 
sternly holds her state, over each bosom. Englishmen are 
. more amenable to reason than the •continental nations. 
They are more thoughtful and reasonable than their volatile 
neighbours across the channel. --rigid. Bosom — the 

heart of an Englishman. State — rule. 

With daring,,. great^yi\\,\\ lofty ambition which achieves 
the greatest success by breaking through the conventional 
usages of society. When a man is cribbed, cabined and 
confined by customs and conventions, he can seldom win 
success or achieve anything great. Every reasonable man 
should refuse to be restrained by the narrow rules and short- 
sighted regulations of society, and must be prepared to break 
through them in achieving an important result. 

With daring,., great — adjunct to reason. Daring aims — 
lofty designs. Irregularly great — It might bi: objected that 
reason cannot be irregular; for the essence of reason is 
order and regularity. But the expression means ‘achieving 
great results, not by setting at defiance the laws of reason, 
but the narrow social customs and prejudices.' 

When I see Englishmen pa.ss by with 
a proud and defiant attitude, when I see their dignified 
demeanour and the lofty daring that flashes in their eye, 
Inhink I see the noblest nation on earth— the nation thW 
ia destined to conquer and rule the whole world. 




Port — demeanour. Defiance — contempt of danger and 
opposition. Lords of human kind — Englishmen. In the 
Citizen of the W&rld Goldsmith says that one Englishman 
can beat five French naerr. Pass pass before my eyes* 

Para. 6- Summaiy. They Traveller brouf];hfc Goldsmith mto 
hi(^h reputHtioD, bat it did not become immediately popular. 

Humorous — witty. An serieux — seriously. Make a point 
— insist ; are sure. Knotts not king.. Jt — ignore it altogether; 
take no notice of it. Testimony — evidence. Are irresistibly 
. cannot help thinking. Essay on Man — the name 

of a celebrated didactic poem of Pope. 

IVhat a contrast... Mr d-sonst — How great is the difference 
between- the laboured anti artificial production of Pope 
and the simple and natural poem of Goldsmith ! Tlie one 
is deficient in variety and is monotonous. The other is 
simple and natural. The verse of the one is laboured and 
pompous ; the verse of the other has a sweet, and spontane- 
ous flow like tlie natural and melodious song of a bird. 

Stilted — elevated as if on stilts (pieces of wood, cons- 
tru('ted with a step to raise the foot above the ground in 
walking) l>ence, pompous ; bombastic. Effort — productiom 
Clear burst -sweet natural flow, /nmlteable --tiiiost useful in 
giving u-> a correct acccMint of these literary eruertaimnents. 

Charles Pox — 17491806: a celebrated ^Vhig staJtesman. 
He entered Farliameiit at the age of 19. Eufke called him 
‘the greatest debater the world ever saw.’ 

Struck in — interruiJted. Censure — unfavourable criticism. 
Got...creMtorsrS^^z^GA a place where he could not be 
dunned by his creditors or badgered by the critics. 

Page 8(X He deserved... Abifty — The Abbey was at one 
time the burying-piace of the English Kings, and it has be- 
come a national honour to be interred within its walls. In 
the southerrfc transept, there is the Poeti Corner^ where the 
most eminent poets are allowed to be buried It contains 
the monuments of Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton and 
others. (k)ldsmith also has a splendid monument erected in 
his lionour in the Pdets’ Corner. Deserved it better — Had 
he lived longer, his productions would have attained a yet 
hi j: her excellence, and he would have all the more de» 
served the honour of being buried in VVesminster Abbey. 



IX.} 


LIFE OF GOLi:»SMITH. 




Para- 7- Sammary- Goldsmith doclines to ask any favour for 
himself from the Earl of Northumberland. 

Presently — soon after the publication of the poem. 
Struck for* — tried to win. Honest — pure ; misullied. • 

Account for — explain, Tire EnglisJi people have an inborn 
love and admiration of independence. Goldsn>ith showed 
his indejxindence of spirit by not asking any favour for him- 
self from the Earl of Northumberland. He preferred a life 
of poverty to a life of slavish dependance oti the great. 
This is the reason why the English people love Goldsmith 
so warmly. R^^sponse — answer. Lingered — loitered about the 
building. Curiosity adout-^esi^tr desire to learn. Lord- 
lieutenant — a represt^ntative of Britisli royalty ; the iord- 
lieutenant of Ireland being the representative of royalty 
there, and exercising supreme administratiye authority. 

Pag^e 81. Fatuity — foolishness; utter stupidity. 

With a fatuity etc. — The fact that Haw^kins could not 
appreciate this manly independence of spirit, shows that his 
intellect was of the weakest kind. He was a nu^an-minded, 
sordid miser. Lucre was his god. It is no* wonder that 
he should call (»>ldi>miih an idiot for neglecting this 
opportunity of improving his worldly prospects. 

Trifle with — foolishly lose this golden oi,>portunily of 
bettering his fortunes. Put hack --put aside ; reject. The 
hand..Jiim—i.t^ the gracious offer of assistance from the 
Duke. Like kind — similar nature. Improve— up. 

One nobleman — Robert Nugent, afterwards Baron Nugent 
and Viscouiit Oare. He was a jovial Irishman and a man 
of wit, >vho preferred hearty and ‘unsolicitect fricnd.ship to 
Goldbiiiilh, and maintained ever after an easy intercourse 
with hinv. He had an Irishmaifs inclination for rich 
widows and an Irishman's luck with the sex : fvaving been 
thrice married and gained a fortune with each* wife. 

Mansion — palace. Splendid —royal repasts. Retreat 
— refuge ; refers to Gostield Hall, a magnificent mansion in 
Essex where Lord Nugent had one of the finest domains. 
It was here that Goldsmith son^tinaes retired to a few days 
from the cares and liard work of his London life. 

It is a great pity... stairs — Hawkins called Goldsmith an 

• Unfit, in these degenerate timefi of ahatne, 

To catch the heart, or strikt /or. kontit fame.— The Deserted 
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** idiot, because he did not accept for himself the kindness 
which the Duke was wilting to do to him. It is a matter 
of great regret that he did not describe the incident of 
Johnson’s flinging down stairs the pair of boots which a 
friend, knowing that Johnson’s shoes were torn and 
tatter^, had considerately placed at the door of his 
chamber. Perhaps Hawkins would have characterised this 
conduct as ** insolent ingratitude.” 
t Same ptn — pen of Hawkins. Insolent — haughty. 

Fiinging,.. stairs — While Johnson was a student at 
Oxford, he was poor even to raggedness. He had often to 
shut himself up in his room, on account of the sneering 
looks which the aristocratic students flung at the holes in 
his shoes. Some charitable person placed a new pair at 
his door, but he spurned them away in a fury. — Macauuiay, 

QUESTIONS ANSWERS. 

I. dive the history of the oomposition oi the Traveller- 

While Goldsmith was trAvoUiug throagh the continental cities, 
he carefully marked tlie beautiful natural scenery of the different 
places and the habits of the people, and the idea arose in his 
mind to write a poem describing the poetical landscape of tht^ 
countries mixed with mural oliservatioiis on their character. 
Ho actually wrote a fragment of what was afterwards expanded 
into the 'iSraveUcr and sent off the first sketch from Switzerland 
to his brother Henry in I7u5. Goldsmith may also have been 
indebted for the plan of the poem to Addison's Letter from Italy ^ 
in which the poet describes the natural scenery, the departed 
grandeur, and the unhappy political condition of Italy, and oou- 
eludes with a fervid praise of Liberty as it exists in Britain. The 
poem was touched and retouched many times. In the midst of 
all his drudgery, he was secretly engaged in polishing its smooth 
linos. At last he submitted it to Johnson. The worm approbation 
of the latter enoouraged bim to finish it for the press and the poem 
was published on the I9th December, 1764. 

n. Bow doM Profasaor llasson prove that tbo time of 
the pnUication of the Traveller was very iwopitious 7 

The era was one of the dead levels of British poetry. ** There was 
perhaps no point in the century... finished poem.''— ‘Afasson. 

lO- Vo vOorn was the poem defeated ? Wby did the * 
dedicatioalpleaaetiM pahlie f OoldBiniUi dedicMed the poem 
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to bin bnyther, Heniy, to whom in all hifl sufferings and wander- 
ing^y his heart, autravelled and unsullied, had still lovingly* 
gone baok. The British pnbllo hare an innate love of the spirit 
of independenoo. Wtien they saw Goldsmith turn from the cele- 
brated men with whose favour his fortunes were bound up, and 
dedicate his poem to his brother, the compaTiion of his infancy, 
who could do least to alleviate his poverty, they warmly admired 
his dolioaoy of feeling and independenoe of spirit. 

IV. Mention the laadlBff charaeteristies of the poem. 

Graceful n&elody. The poem is remarkable for the exiiuisite 

polish and elegance of its verse, and its rich harmony of tone. 
The lines are full of gentle vowel sounds and graoeful melody. 

SkUfol uee of proper namea “There is no surer sign, *' says 
Pal grave, poetic genius than the skilful use of proper names ’* 
Goldsmith was the first to introduce into finglisliL poetry sonorous 
Indian names. The Traveller contains many beautiful examples. 

Choice diction. The poem is remarkable for the exquisite 
choice and selootness of diction. There is absolutely no 
pedantry or affectation, no laboured elaborateness, or artifioiality* 
Everything is full of ease and grace. 

Precision of epithet. Goldsmith has altered the lines of bis 
poem till eveiy superfluous word has been eliminated. The result 
of this revision is that the poem is oharacterisod by a singular 
precision of epithet, and its remarkably good Engtish has grafted 
its couplets on the common stock of the English language. 

Patriotic idoaUsm* The poem is full of patriotic feelings. 
In Englishmen he sees “ the lordj of human kind.” The very 
name of Britain fires his genius. His ardent love of Britain makes 
him draw an ideal picture of Britain and its climate.^ 

V. How was tho Tnkrallor reeelTed \>r the poUlc ? 

The public welcomed Goldsmith’s poem beyond his utmost ex- 
pectations. It was widely and highly praised in the reviews, 
tho general verdict being, there had been nothing lib fine in verso 
Since the time of Pope. The poem 'ran through 4 editions in one 
year, and before his death it reached its 9th edition. 

The poem greatly raised Goldsmith in the estimation of society, 
shall never more thick Goldsmith ugly,” said Ifiss Beynoldib 
Sir Joshua’s sister, after Johnson had read the poem aloud In her 
hearing from beginnfng to end. On another occasion, when the 
igerits of the Traveller were discossed^at Reynold’s board, Laog- 
toa deelarsd^ “ There won wot abad line in the poem, not one M 
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Drydon’s carolcse verses/* Revnohla remarked, “ I wag glad to 
hear Charles Fox say .diminish it/* See Text, p. 79. 

VI. Who called Goldsmith an * idiot in ^e affairs of the 
world 7 ' Oriticise the statement. 

Sir John Hawkins. Goldsmith had an interview with the Earl 
of Northamberland, who romplinr.etited him on his Traveller and 
told him that ho was going to he Lord-lieutentant of Ireland 
and that ho should bo glad to do Goldsmith any kindness. In- 
stead of improving this occasion for himself, he only told the 
Earl he had a brother in Ireland, a poor clergyman, who stood 
in need of help. “ Thus did thiK idint in the a^Tatr*? of the loorld^^* 
says Sir John Hawkins, “ trifle with his fortunes, and put back 
the hand that was held out to assist him.” 

We cannot join with Sir John in his worldly sneer at the con- 
duct of Goldsmith on this occasion. While wo admire that honest 
iudependonco of spirit which prevented him from asking favpurs 
for himself, we love that warmth of affection which sought to 
advance the fortunes of a brother; but the peculiar merits of 
poor Goldsmith seem to have boon little understood by the Hawk- 
inses, the Boswells, and the other biographers of the time. 

Vn. Explain. 

(a) The time for the appearance wan jyropit iotiB, 

{b) There was perhaps no point in the century .1764. 

(c) Churchill, iiftor his ferocious blaze . prematurely defnnet. 

(d) Into this lull came Jus .ca ref uHn finished poem, 

1«) Remote, unfriended .a lengthening chain. 

(f) There in the ruin heedless of the dead, ..builds his shed. 

{g) Stern o'er each bosom reason holds her state... pass by. 

{h) What a contrast there is . clear burst of bird-song ! 

(i) He deserved u place in Wear minster Abbey ..better. 
ij) An iiicufcnt which is one of the many ..for Goldsmith. 

(t) Thus did tJi is idiot that teas held out to assist him. 

(/) The patronage of one nobleman... from the metropolis. 

(m) It is a great pity we have not a description ..dotrn-Btairs. 

VIII. Write notes on. Fruit of much secret labour. Way- 
ward child of fortune. Gray was reclnsc. But there is a finer 
touch in Goldsmith... Henry. Tho first line of the poem strikes 
a key-note— there is a pathetic thrill of distance and regret 
and longing. Panting at the line. Wild Oswego. A set-off. The 
proper accentuatiou of Niagara. It is enough to make the angeU 
toeep. Breasts the keen air. The particular principle of happinee^ 
uWhs blase of patriotic idealism. Struck in. Struck for honest tuoa. 
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CHAPTER X. 

f ftTM 1 ft 2- SmUllUMT' Goldsmith publish^ a selection from 
hia printed essays, and writes a quaint, but effective preface. 

PftSG 82 . Pecuniary resuit — The Traveiier^ though 
it produced a golden harvest to the publisher, brought 
Goldsmith only 20 guineas. But the celebrity, which he 
had acquired, occasioned a resuscitation of his essays wliich 
brought him £,20. Griffin^z, publisher and h^kseller 
of the period For the occasion — 1. r., for his re-published 
essays. Here—\r\ this essay. Takes... ground - shows a 
greater self-reliance or confidence on his own p)owers. 

Whionical mock-modesty — humorous vein of ^exaggerated 
and playful self-depreciation’ See I'ext, p. 4.8. Odd — whim- 
sical. admirably fitted for its aim. Treated — they 

have neither bought them nor read them, so they cannot 
very well complain of me. IVe are upon par — we are quits 
with one another ; we are even or on equal terms. 

Until they ...praise - -\i they praise me for rny essays, I 
remain their debtor ; for my e.ssay.s, being dull, deserve no 
praise at their hands ; i)ut so long they do not do .so, I have 
made up uiy mind not to give up an iota of my sel^impor- 
tance. Inch — a small quantity \ a bit or jot. 

Instead... correspondent — Asa jKjrson, who has lost credit 
writh one firm, tries to transact i)usiness with another that 
may have faith in him, so Goldsmith, who thinks that his 
chances of winning fiimc from his contemporaries are very 
small, appeals to posterity for praise. 

Credit — Goldsmith plays upon the word credit. .It means 
reputation, as well as commerdai credit — mercantile repu- 
tation entitling one to be trusted. Distant correspondent — 
future generation ; j)Oslerity. The word correspondent car- 
ries on the metaphor of credit and is used in its commer- 
cial sense. It means one who carries on commercial inter- 
course by letter with a firm. 

As my drafts... Fos ferity 

glance s bank ^ draft or an order 

Tpr^paymenb the draft is accepted or honoured and the 
V^’^ney is paid. But the draft of a man, who has no money 
; in tbev .baok, m dishonoured^ /. a., no money is 
Goldsmith says that as he has 
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no . credit conte9jp^Qrarie5,-«h» dfaft witt- -W-dis- 

g Sit& io .it will he pArli to se^J^is 

pivest- 

iBjToTnjetaphor, the 

JB!x%a« ay cortem- 

to ppstoTJ^. 

2/r<|/’/— a wriUen order from one party to another direct- 
ing the payment of money. iV^?/ej*^f-^shonoured. To 
draw my bills upon— to send my drafts to ; appeal to. 

88. Para. 2 . Mr. Posterity— 2^ playful form of 
address. After sight hereof— d,i\,tx the presentation of the bill. 
.<4/ ri]^A/~means, as soon as seen or presented to sight; 
as, a draft payable at sight But Goldsmith’s draft is payable 
999 years after its presentation ; 1. he hopes that his 
essays will receive the praise they deserve after a thousand 
years. Or order— or to such other party as the person, in 
whose favour the bill is drawn, may be pleased to direct, 
Pree from deductions— m full, without taking away anything 
for income tax, etc. 

Then... serviceable— {xromc^X) Bruise J BdXL>-h^ of ~^y 
litljfi^^mce^to the author years after the 

public^n.J^lu&^ 4 heA 4 M-.will.not be alive to 

<^oy it, It is an irony of fate that the authors, who du- 
ring their life-time, had to live in garrets or slums, who 
were always pursued by the dogs of hunger, and whom a 
few crumbs might have saved from starvation, should, after 
their death, be honoured with public monuments. Spenser 
was so much neglected by his contemporaries during 
his life-time that he died, says Ben Jonson, for lack of 
bread. But posterity now ranks him as one of the greatest 
poets, and has raised sj^endid monuments in his honour. 

name of. 

SuBunaary* Essays are decl4^1y'3^^ 
iog of praise, aod are fall of soDDd oommoo sense. The onticiswi 
on dramatic aod poetical literature are incJsiTe and jast. 

The bill is not... praise— If a bill or note or draflt becomes 
due after 3 months, but if the holder of the note wants to 
have the money after the lapse of a month, the banker 
pays him the money after deducting the interest for a 
months. Thus he gets a less amount for immediate pay- 
ipent. Goldsmith’s ^1^ upon posterity falls due 
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after presentation. The bill was presented in 1765. Only 
112 years have passed away (Black wrote his L(/€ of 
Goldsmith in 1878) and the holder of the note will become 
entitled to the full amount after 887 years. But, says Black, 
if we pay the bill after deductinj^ the interest of 887 
years, we must confess that Goldsmith is entitled to a large 
sum of money. Divested of metaphor, the sentence means,^ 
Goldsmith says that the time for fully appreciating his 
work will come a thousand years after its publication. 
The book was published in 1765 ; so the time for fully ac- 
knowledging its merit has not yet come. Yet we must confess, 
so far as we are able to appreciate it that the book is 
unquestionably deserving of high praise. 

The bilL..du€--xX\<t time of payment is not yet come. 

making a deduction for immediately paying 
a bill which is not yet due. Decided— Manrur — 
sorts. Topics — subjects. ILntertainer^t^e^y Goldsmith whose 
object is to innocently amuse the imagination. 

Walks off...produc€d^i.e., concludes his essay by put- 
ting his readers into infinite good humour, as an actor 
walks off the stage amidst the tremendous applause of tlie 
audience, aspiring ; .showy. Sonorous — high- 

sounding. Fitted . , aim— cdXcwHted to answer the purpose or 
produce the desired object. Immediate —present. 

Occnsional/y— every now and then. Perfunctory — ; 
negligent. Mm)ed..,siebj€ct—?icX\x^\.ed. to write not by any 
strong liking for the subject. Even then— even when he 
wrote for bed and bread, without any enthusiasm for the 
subject. Quaint... grace — a peculiar charm 01 style. Cf. 'Fhc 
quaint gracefulness and point of bis style. . Text, p. 20. 

Atone— up for his want of enthusiasm and the i)er- 
functory character of his production. Addresses — sermons. 

Sloop to mean capacities — take pains to make their ser- 
mons intelligible to men of very ordinary intelligence. 

Whatever may., fears — Intelligent and educated men, 
who belong to thr upper ranks of society, have several in- 
direct motives to live a virtuous life. They are kept in the 
pith of virtue by the force of public opinion. What would 
the world say or think of me if I were to do such an igi- 
AotaX act ?— this thought often deters a jjentleman from 
doing a iricked thing. Self-respect and position in society are 
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Strong motives to virtue. But the lower classes are not 
influenced by such motives. They are utterly destitute of 
intelligence and education. Their actions are not re- 
gulated by lofty aims or unselfish motives, but by fears of 
punishment or hopes of reward. They will do, or forbear 
from doing, a thing, not because it will be beneficial or 
^injurious to society, but because they hope to receive some 
reward, or fear to receive some punishment. Therefore, says 
Goldsmith, it behoves the clergy to bestow the greatest 
attention upon the common people. 

Collateral motives — indirect reasons ; as, self-respect, etc. 
To virtue — to live a virtuous life. The vulgar — the com- 
mon people. Civil life — life as members of a social 
organisation. Is totally hinged ^Gntirely rests or de[)ends. 
Ho/tes — hopes of reward. Fears — fears of punishment. 

Those who., from the bottom --As in building a house the 
greatest possible attention should be paid to the foundation, 
for upon its strength depend the strength and durability of 
the entire superstructure, so in constructing the social fabric, 
the greatest possible care should be taken of the lower 
classes who form, as it were, its foundation. As the house 
tumbles down when the foundation is weak, so society 
would be completely disorganised if the lower classes are 
not specially taken care of. 

7^hose—lhe common people. Constitute — form. Basis — 
foundation. superstructure. Fegarded^tAken care 

of. Policy — social polity or institution. Begim... bottom— 
affects the foundation or the lower classes. 

Pagd 84. A writer.., none — Goldsmith who was re- 
garded by his contemporaries as a veritable idiot. 

Pari^. 4. occasional. Incisive— keen ; acute. 

Wholesome — salutary. Tradition — opinion handed down 
from ancestors to posterity. Horace — the renowned Roman 
satirist and lyrist His Odes are full of inimitable beauty. 

Much above. ..merit — more than it deserves. Present writer 
—Black. Venture... arena— ^exe to enter the field of criti- 
cism and pronounce his opinion upon the merits of Milton’s 
translation. Arena— {h. harena — a sandy place ; lit, the 
Area in the central part of an amphitheatre, in which the 
gladiators fought and other shorn were exMbited so called 
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because it was covered with sand) any sphere of action ; 
here, held of criticism. Honest sincere opinion. 

But there is,,. much — But in his translation Milton has 
been able to restore the simple elegance of Horace’s Ode 
and has thus rendered a valuable service. The translation 
is valuable, because it preserves the simplicity and 
elegance of the original. Happy — felicitous. Rendering — 
translation. Simplex munditiis — of simple elegance? 
Counts for much-^x^ very valuable. 

Paras 5 ft 6. Summary. By this time Goldsmith bad also 
written hia oharminf^ ballad of Edwin and Angelina. 

Edivin and Ans^elina — Angelina was the daughter of a 
wealthy lord l)eside the Tyne. Her hand was sought by 
many suitors, amongst whom was Edwin, who had neither 
wealth nor power, but who had both wisdom and worth. 
Angelina loved him, but trifled with him, and Edwin in 
despair left her and retired from the world. One day 
Angelina, in boy’s clothes, asked hospitality at a hermit’s 
cell ; she was kindly entertained, and told her tale. The 
hermit proved to be Edwin, and they never parted more. 

the wife of the Earl of Northumberland. 
Quaint — nice ; elegant. Piece — short ballad. Hcardsman 
— (old spelling of herdsman) shepherd. Of curtesy... pray 
—I entreat you to do me this act of civility. Ready — short. 

Patched up — arranged (in a clumsy manner) with old and 
new stanzas. Percy put in much modern writing among 
his old ballads. see Text, p. 44. Original — new ; 

not copied, imitated, or translated. Put aside 

Discussion... started — See Q. II. Plagiarism — the act of 
Stealing or appropriating, without due acknowjedgment, 
the ideas or expressions from the writings of another and 
passing them off as one's own. Started — opened. 

Pag^e 85. Fragment — piece of poem. Pilgrim — (L. 
per — through, ager — land) one who travels through strange 
lands to visit some holy place or shrine. The pil^m refers 
to the maiden in search of her lover. Goes. ..her way-^goes 
away. Forlorn — ^helpIess. hopeless of being 

able to meet her lover. Confronted — met face to face. 

This is... artist — This excellent stroke or hit, which we 
might expect to see in a drama, shows what a clever armt 
Goldsmith was. This happy idea of making the tiro 
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lovers meet shows that Cioldsmith possessed rare literary 
skill. Dramatic touch — Silt 56. Sylvan — (L. Si/va-^ 
wood) woody. rustic abodes ; shady recesses. Jtove 

— wander; stroll. Zrtrr'w— grassy meadow. Stray — wander. 

happy. To «//... ^/W«— we shall try to remove the 
distiess of all suffering people, /rt/ 7 — be ended. 

Para. 0. Occumd to — struck the mind of. Dramatis 
Ktisclosure .. made — when the lovers told their story and came 
to recognise each other. Restored to — united with. 

Any t inhering... climax— the action of the poem is 
closed, the author, ii he dwells at length upon the closing 
scene, will lessen the force of the interesting conclusion. 

Climax — (lit., successive gradation in in>pitssiMncss) 
hero, ending. re moved altogether. Original,., 

coup) ft — the last two linos as they were at first written. 

And the last,.. too — “We shall never part again, said 
Edwin to Angelina, “ from this hour. Wc shall live and 
love so truly that any suffering, that fills your heart with 
pain, shall also overwhelm mine with grief.” Jmproved^^ 
bettered. Constant — faithful. 

Para. 7- Summary. Goldfmith now removes to better chain, 
bers in (tarden Coui^, and tries ta practise as a physician. 

Page 80. /^—betaken himself to. Nothing — 

no money. That—\\\t price of the Vicar, As became — 
as was suited to. Greater station — higher |)osition. 

Blossomed out — was magnificently attired. Small-clothes — 
breeches. Acrir/V/— deep red. Hoquelaure — a cloak reach- 
ing about to, or just below, the knees, worn in the i8ih 
century (so called after Due de RoquelaurCy in the reign of 
Louis AfV. I tVig — a covering for the head, consisting of 
abundant and flowing curls ; especially used by judges and 
barristers. elevate his status in society. 

Acceded— his consent to the proposal. Exten- 
sive — large. Tong continued — he did not practise for any 
length of time. Dretv out — made. Appalled — frightened. 
Apothecaty — ope who sells drugs or compounds medicines. 
Afake it up — serve the prescription ; compound the drugs. 

Sided with— tooV the part of ; chose to trust. Threw up 
— gave up. Profession — i.r, of a physician. In that way — 
by^following the medical profession. Appearance— 
looks. dignified maunera. iSfwwiw'— gratify the 
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patient by compliant treatment. Transform.. jvaktudim- 
Plans — (ironical) change people who are healthy into sickly 
persons. If it was — it he wanted to have. That cirdt^ 
the circle of friends. --esteem and popularity. 

QUESTIONS A: ANSWERS. 

l. Oharaeteris# Goldsmith's Bssaja ^ 

These Ktsayi deserve special praise... way. (Text, p. 88). 

n. Bolate the history of the composition of Edwi n a n d 
Ansolin^ Point out its merits. 

hy ap .M4 beginning 

*GFefiile Herdsman/ which Dr. Percy, who was at that time making 
his famous oollaotion, entitled Reliquet of Aneimt Sngiith Poetry, 
had shown to Qoldsmith. It was addressed to the Coouteie pf 
Northumberiandand only a few eopiea were privately printed for 
the amusemeDt of the Cooniess. This poem afterwards appeared 
in the Vicar of Wakefield uuder the name of The Hermit. 

It is a oharmiag little poom^ delightful tbr its simple and 
minted Sow of incident and imagery, for the pathetic softness 
and BweetaeM of its tone, and for its easy and artless graoex 

m. Ddsenss thooharsoof plagiarism that was brought 
against Goldsmith- Kenrick, QetdsmtitVs old enemy, wrote a 
letter to the St, Jainee*$ Chronicle, denouncing the poem, when it 
appeared in the Vicar, as plagiarism, from the Beliquee of Dfer. Percy. 
He said, The natoval simplicity and tenderness of the original 
are almost entirely lost in the tedious paraphrase of the copy, 
which is as short of the merits of Mr. Phroy's balled as the insipi- 
dity of negus is to the genuine’ flavour of ohampagpe.^ 

Goldsmith defended the originality of his poem. Ho wrote. ‘A 
correspondent aoetisos me of having taken tltia balled from A Prior 
of Orders O^rvsy^ hot If there is any tesomblance betweep the two, Mr. 
Percy'a balled is taken front mine. I read my balMto Mr. Percy 
and he told me afterwards that he bad taken my plan to focm the 
fragtnenta of Shakespeare into a ballad of his own,’* 

In the old fragment... cruelly used. (Text, p. 85. y 

nr, flketdi briefly td m 

; Iftenyry reputation 
rouca more made an attempt tO'^get ibiapraotioo as a 
liondon phyaiofam Be bad been ad>^d to- thsa by 9lr Joshua • 
who wai auxlooe to sea htk fHend in the receipt of^ a 
loci pieoeskMie iueome than ba leoeired frma- the boekieUii^ 
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Qoldamibh ordered aeploiidid professional siiit*^iirpln b>11c small* 
ulothes, a handsome soarlot short Tnantle, buttoned up to his ohin, 
with a fall-dress a swcnni, and a gold- headed oane. But J|is 
jncM. Jdor loagroontiiuied. only 

patient of any oonseqnence that ho ever had, was a Mrs. Sidehoth- 
ahi. He had proscribed some dose for her, the terrifio nature of 
which so stunne'd the apothecary that he refused to make it up. 
^ he doctor resented the interference of the oompounder of drags, 
but his rights and dignities waca dissag«t«ie^ his wig, and cane, 
and BGHrlet roquoloure were of no avail ; Bus. ^de-botham sided 
with the hero of the pestle and mortar ; and^ Goldsmith 

go. m y doar <lo<rtt>r,'* wag the reply, ‘JL^beoMTiW, joftiuuiw- 
take to kill, let ft only your ojaengdes.’^’ 

'"V. Explaln- 

(a) Hero at onoe we can see that He takes fumer ground. 

[h] Ai my drafts are tn eomc danger ..hi/U upon Posterity. 

<<f) Nine hundred and ninety -nine years ..to the account of. 

(dj The bill is not yet duo ..very decided praiso 

(r) Wlialjoveir may become ..npon their hopes nnd fears. 

(/) Those who constitute ..when it begins from the bottom. 

Iv) But there iathe happy rendering counts for much. 

{h) This is the dramatic toueh . the hand of the artist. 

VL Write ZlOtae on— Whinwical mock-m.KJcsfcy. We 1 ^ 
upon par. It beiiig a commodity tliAt will then bf> vciy serviceable 
to him. Walks off amidst the laughter. St(X)p to mean capacitiee. 
Collateral motives to virtise* Simplex mutsditiis. The discussion 
about plagiarism.. Weakened the force of the olimas. Roquelaure. 
Vdwiii and Angelina. Horace. Plagiari.stnb 

CHAPTER XI 

Para. I. Summary. The plot of the rtVar is full of wild im- 
probabilities. But it is a perfect pioture of domestic life, 

Pag^e 87. T/ie Vicar.., job plan upon which the 
Vicar is written is the same as that of the Book of Job. 
When we consider ihe framework of the book, we find it 

to be the same as that of the book of Job. Struciurally 

with reference to its framework. 

Book of fob of the books of the Old Testament 
of which Job (Gr. /yob — a persecuted one) is the hero. Cf. 
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There lived in the land of l!«, a perfect and upright man, ^prhose 
name was Job. He had 7 eons and 3 daaghtera. His aubaitanoe 
waa 7000 eheep, 3000 oamelB, 500 yoke of oxen, and 600 she* 
aseoa. Now, Satan obtained leave of to tempt Job, and deprived 
him of all hia ohildren and earthly goods. Bat Job only vi^Qrahip- 
ped Qod and aaid, Naked came I out of my mother's womb^ a«id nafced 
shall / return thither : the Lord gav^ and the Lotti hath taken atoaig. 
Blessed be the name of tht Lord. But Satan obtained further leave 
to tempt Job, and smote him with aoro boils froih the aolo of hia 
foot unto hia crown. But Job cried, What f Shall um receive good 
at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil t 

In this way when the trial of Jab was over, God gave him twice 
aa much as he had licfore. He had alao aoveu aona and threo 
daughters; and ho had 14,000 sheep, 6^000 camola, 1,000 yoke of 
oxen and 1,000 she-asscas. 

Goad man ’••hkQ Job, ‘who feared God and eschewed 
evil.* Overwhelm —completely crush. Successive — Cf. 

There came a messenger unto Job aud aaid, * The Saboana fe I 
upon your oxen and she-assoa aikl took them away.’ While he waa 
apoaking, there came anvJthor, and said, ’The fire of God fallen 
from heaven and hath burned upyour aheop and aorvanta.’ Whilo 
he waa yet g[>eaking, there cam 3 also another, and aaid, The Chal* 
deans fell upon your oamela and liave carried them away.* Whilo 
he was yet speaking, there earn * also an >tiier and said, The house 
fell upon your sons and daughters and they are dead.* 

Pure flame fire, i. r., faith in (iod. 

Burning, th * chin >n 

the darker t t rp, nfjg^ is. ao, hia faitl^ in ( kiH pinwa all thp. . 
tfaore brightly, the more he is over>vhelme d wijth^ 
and t]^ idanQns.>Q£. Fortitude — tKo"^ firmness of 

"*^mTnd which enables one to bear up against pain and adver- 
sity. Submission — cheerful resignation to the ►Divine will. 
With even... herds greater happiness than he enjoyed 
before. Job’s flocks and herds were actually doubled. 

The expedients, which the author 

makes use of, to restore the members of the vjear’s family 
to happiness, are wild and improbable, and prove that, 
Goldsmith sadly lacked the art of weavihg the different parts 
of a story into a consistent and harmonious whole. 

• Machinery — appliances ; contrivances. Brought about^ 
effected. Improbabiiifies — improbable incidents. 
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Expeditnts ^means. An nothing . . .desperate in the 

highest degree, wild and improbable. iVkad make o/^ 
how to dispose of. Episode — an incidental narrative sepa- 
rable from the^main subject, but naturally arising from it. 

the eldest daughter of the vicar. She eloped 
with Sc)uire Thomlull, but it was ultimately discovered 
that she was legally married to him. Drop through — 
quietly disappear. iVe ieave him.. .relation — It may not be 
improper to observe with respect to Squire Thornhill, that 
he now resides, in quality of cofopanion, at a relation’s 
house. His time is pretty much taken up in keeping his 
relation, and in learning to blow the French horn. — The 
Vicar. Taken up — occupied ; busy. Donhle wedding — the 
marriage of Sir W. Thornhill with Sophia and that of 
George with Miss VVil mot. Concocted — naatured; digested. 

Page 88b The )nuch-ptrsecuted Vicar-^'Vh^ Vicar of 
Wakelield is represented as the hapless victim of several 
adverse circumstances. He was ruined by the treachery 
of a merchant with whom he had deposited his money, and 
was thrown into prison by his landlord who seduced his 
eldest daughter Olivia. To add to his misfortunes, his eldest 
son was made prisoner on a cliarge of murder and his 
youngest daughter Sophia was carried away by a villain. 

EnUinglements — complexities, /rtf desperate. Break 
...ihem^giiX rid of the perplexing complications in the 
midst of which he found lumself. Be //in/... whether 
he succeeded in clearing the difficulties or not Intricacies 
— i.e.^ subtle an(| complicated plot. 

Sureiy human.. Jumispheres — The natural^ perfect and 
vivid picture of English domestic life, as portrayed in the 
Vicar ^ appealed to, and won tlic sympathies of, men of 
Europe as well as of America. This (act clearly proves 
that human nature is the same everywhere-— that men and 
women, to whatever clime or country they may belong, 
are affected by die same feelings and emotions. Cf. One 
touch of nature makes the whole world \iu\.-^Skahespeare. 

Much the uniform. Went straight /o--^app^led at 

once to. Both hemispheres — the Old ana the New world. 

Paraa & ta 6- Suiaaiat^^ Elack UlasMbM toy diverse ex- 
amples that the oharaoter of the vioar is tme to twliiiie. « 

And the wonder is When we consider the vagrant 
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life that Goldsmith led, we are struck with surprise that he 
should have been able to give such a beautiful description 
of a quiet English home. Moving migration ; 

change of lodgings. Backeior's /edgings — are generally 
very untidy and uncomfortable. Looked.., y ears cast a 
glance upon the bright days of childhood when his life was 
rendered sweet by a father's tender love, a mother'", 
anxious affection, a sister’s soft attachment. TAe mist of 
years^Xh^ intervening years which, like mist, dim or 
darken, obscure or intercept, vision. Mist — obscurity ; 
dimness ; haziness. Gent/e government — the household was 
not regulated by harsh laws, but by love and affection. 

Wise blindness — wisdom not unmixed with blindness, 
capacity of being deceived and defrauded by others ; 
or, blindness (to be blind to, i.^., not to scan too minutely, 
the faults of others) which is sometimes a sign of wisdom. 
Many a wise ruler of a household has often saved a dis" 
agreeable family rupture by wisely winking at the foibles 
of some of its men^bers. Consideration — thoughtful regard 
for the feelings of others. There is etc. — In portraying the 
character of the vicar, Goldsmith di.splays rare insight into 
human nature etc. Furnished — been considered as suf- 
ficient for. That day^i.e,,^ the i8th century. This day 
— the 19th c. Sly — shrewd ; arch. Ay — yes. /Returned — 
answered. A^at knowing when I could not make up 
my mind on any subject. Ileax^n grant — may God be 
pleased so to order. They — the girls. This day three 
mouths — this day rt/V/r the lapse of three , months ; three 
months hence. Sagacity — wisdom. Succeeded — in securing 
eligible husbands. Prophecy— -yidLxavm given beforehand. 

F£^g6 8®. Proinpting — instigation. Set up — professed 
openly ; made pretensions. controversial works. 

It does, y.me — I do not at all recollect. exaggerate. 

Thwacknuiy Square — two of the characters in Fielding’s 
novel called The History of Tom Jones, Thwack um was 
the tutor of I'oui Jones who was brought up in the house 
of Squire AHworlhy. Mr. Square, a philosopher, also lived 
in tte same house, and used to carry on discussions with 
the dominie Thwackum. » 

• Robinson Crusoe — the hero and title of a novel by 
Daniel Defoe^ Robinson Crusoe is a shipwrecked sailctr. 
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who leads a solitary life for many years on a desert 
island, and relieves the tedium of life by ingenious 
contrivances. Friday — a young Indian whom Robinson 
Crusoe saved from death on a Friday, and kept as his 
servant and companion on the desert island. Savage ^rude, 
uncivilised Indian. Caa/roversy ^discussion, Fe/igious Court- 
Mp — either the name of a fancy work sportively used by 
Goldsmith, or the name of some publication of the day. 

In making ccnverie — Squire Thornhill had paid a visit 
to the vicar’s family and had been very sweet upon 
Olivia. This led to the discussion whether Squire 
Thornhill would be an eligible suitor to the hand of 
Olivia. The vicar objected that the fine gentleman was 
an infidel and that no freethinker should ever marry a 
child of his. Upon this the vicar’s wife remarked that 
she knew some sensible girls that had skill enough to 
make converts of their spouses ; “ and who knows, ” con- 
tinued she, ‘‘what Olivia maybe able to do; the girl is 
very well skilled in controversy.” Having gauged , the , 
depth of tierJ ^Lgwtsda;.. of c ontra ieiaial, JiitaatUTfi. the 
vicar djs mjsses-beL.svith thiLremaot... • I find you... making 
converts, and so go help etc.' Making converts — converting 

ways^ 

your own pr QDgjLbusioes&ihouaehQld duties). 

lionelp — Note the omission of the sTgh of^the infinitive, 
to. It is the ordinary colloquial expression for go and kelp^ 
or go to help. Cf. To come (to) view fair Portia. — M. of V, 
We’il come (to^ dress you straight. — M, IV. W. I will go 
(to^ seek the king. — We still retain a dislike to 
use the formal to after “ go ” and “ come, ” which may 
almost be called auxiliaries, and we therefore say, 1 will 
come and see you.” — AbMs Shakesptrian Grammar. 

Gooseberry an article of focKl consisting of paste 
baked with something, as gooseberry, chicken, etc., in it. 

Pftrft. 4. Sudden toss of fortune — The vicar had lodged 
all his money with a merchant in town. The man sudden- 
ly became a bankrupt and, to avoid a statute of bank- 
ruptcy, fled. Beconu — accord with their present circum- 
stances. showy clothes. The first Sunday — r>., after 

they came to learn of their misfortune. Behaviour ---‘Con- 
duct, 1 .^., putting on much finery, il/ar/^-^affect with vexa- 
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tion. Congregation — an assembly of persons for the wor- 
ship of God. Former splendour — gorgeous dresses which 
they used to puf on in better days. Plastered"^ i/p— lit.) 
covered with a plaster ; here, fig., smoothed over. Poma- 
tum — a perfumed composition for dressing the hair. 

Patched^ up to tastefully or fashionably decorated 

with smjill pieces of black silk stuck on the facQ 

or neck, to hide a defect or heighten beauty. TVrtiVu— 
(L Traho — I draw ; that which is drawn along in the rear 
of some thing) the part of a gown which trails behind the 
wearer. Bundled... heap — the tail of the gown is gathered 
up in order to prevent it from being soiled by dirt. 

Rustling a succession of small sounds, like the 
moving of silk cloth. emergency. Resource — 

means of escaping from a difficulty. Important air — 
appearance of gravity. Call — order for. Amazed — struck 
with great surprise ; because there was no coach, it having 
been disposed of when the vicar paid off his debts. 

Pag^e 00. Solemnity — gravity. Walk it-^it is here 
used as an indefinite object after the intransitive walk \ as, 
to foot #/— to walk. Now — in our present reduced circum- 
stances, Child-^z. term of endearing affection. Trim — 
gorgeous dress. Parish-— th district committed to the 
charge of one clergyman. Boot after mj— follow us with 
derisive shouts. Charles — the Christian name of the vicar. 
Intimate friends and relations address one another by their 
Christian names. Frippery— and tawdry decoration. 
Rufflings — laces plaited and used as trimmings. 

Pinhings—%d>xrs\t\\\.% having their edges decorated ; fa- 
brics pierced with small holes, or worked in eye-lels, or 
scalloi^ on the edge. Patchings— black spots for decora- 
ting the face. Altered.. .cut — changed into very decent 

gowns by cutting off the long trains. Who^ want etc.— 
have not means enough to maintain themselves decently. 

* The harber cut* th« hair cloM ; And thAn, with a composition of meal and 
bog's^ lard, pimtters the whole in tocb a manner as to make it irnpoasible to dis. 
tmgoish wbeiher the patient wears a cap or a plaster . — Tkt Citiun p/iAe WfirM, 

t They (the ladies) like to have the (act of varioos colours, Ircqtiently uicking on 
wilii spUtte, little black ptUckgs on every part of it, except on the lip of the nose. 
You will have a lietter idea of their manner of placing these spots when 1 hive 
finished a map of an Engliili Cace patcM «/ U ih4fa§hwH.-^Ih. 

Here files pf pins extended their shining rows 
Puffs, powders, patchtM^ bUkt-doux.— /V/V. 
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jF/ouncinj^s -^ornamental appendages to the skirt of a 
woman's dress. Shredding — long and narrow pieces of cloth 
attached to garments as ornamental appendages. Becoming 
— proper for even the wealthy people to wear. 

The nakedness ,vain^ — The vast sums of money, that 
are spent by foppish people upon the ornamental append* 
ages of their dresses, wj[| sufficient tn supply wjfh 

cl(^es all Ihu poo r peo ple Qf.-ihajBrorld. 

Fara. 5. Remonstrance — protest ; expostulation. Com- 
posure — calmness. —colloquial for Richard. Bill-— 

colloq. for William. Curtailing — cutting down. IVash — 
a liquid preparation for beautifying the complexion. 

Pajpe 01. Antipathy — aversion; repugnance. Mend- 
ing — improving. Spoil— m 2 iX, By sly degrees — so cautiously 
and shrewdly as to escape notice. Grasping — seizing. 

Poker— ss metal bar or rod used in stirring a fire of coals. 
It wanted mending — the fire required to be stirred up. 

apparently. Overturned — turned the pot upside 
down. Composition — x\\Q co%m^i\c preparation. 

Para. 6 . All this,,. of it— AW these characters are 
painted in such a simple, artless and natural manner that 
we become intimately acquainted with them without being 
conscious of it. Light— sod ; gentle. Homely— 

There is no insistance — I’he author does not urgently solicit 
you to become acquainted with his characters. Artlessly 
and humorously he describes them, and unconsciously 
become acquainted with them, Insistance — see p. 7 . 

There is,,, th(\f— The author does not force you to attend 
to the words and actions of his characters. He never 
presses you to note their {Kjculiarities ; as, the rascality of 
the Squire or the graceful humanity of the Vicar. 

Dragging , . .collar — forcibly trying to eng^e 
tion. C onfronting — repeatedly"]ptacing^Tcfe you.*^ This— 
■peculiarity. Study — note carefully. author; Gold* 

smith. Laughs,,, way — gives, after his quiet fashion, a 
quaint and humorous description of men and things. 

You find that your mind, which was a 
blank ^fore, is peopled with men and women instinct with 
life and humanity. Human heings — not dull insipid 

* Whac a quantity of »uperfluoiu cUk hasu thou roc about tbee, girl I 1 coui^ 
never teach the Tuote of thl^ age, that the itidifpmt world cottld be cUrthed out of 
the uiuiuuDgs of the vain.— ^ Conqmr, 
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characters, not dolls attired in man's garments, but real 
men and women, with the heart pulsating to every shade 
of emotion. Fdid — empty space ; the heart which was 
blank before you read the book. J^or — to be. 

£vem aJter..Ahem — even when you have left the fairy 
land of romance and come back to the dull, cold, material 
earth, t.tf., even when you have finished the book and laid 
it aside, you cannot forget its characters. 

Faded away — vanished by slow degrees. Romance-land^ 
t.e.j hetitious, romantic story. Vanished — disappeared. Take 
with you — remember them as long as you will live. 

PaTa< 7* BuXftn&ary. The book sovoral blemishos. 

Obvious — palpable. Blemishes — imperfections. Thing — 
book. Prefixed — put in the ^ginning of the book. 

Jmpossibiliiies.^.jail — A series of impossible incidents arc 
represented as taking place in the jail to which the vicar 
has been thrown by Mr. Thornhill, his landlord, for arrears 
of rent ; Burchell turns out to be Sir William Thorn- 
hill. George Primrose is proved innocent. Sophia is res- 
cued by Burchell, and the villain Timothy Baxter is caught 
by Jenkinson. Miss Wilmot discovers her mistake, re- 
nounces Mr. Thornhill, and is reconciled to (ieorge. 
Olivia is found legally married to Mr. Thornhill, All these 
improbable incidents are crowded together in one chapter. 

fenhinson — Jenkinson was a green old swindler, whom 
the vicar met in a public tavern. He cheated the vicar of 
his horse, and gave him a false draft upon Farmer Flam- 
borough. He also cheated Moses, the son of the vicar, by 
fraudulently selling him spectacles. He however became a 
reformed character, did the vic£# valuable service, and pro 
bahly married one of the daughters of Flamborough. 

Chameleon-like — like a chameleon, a lizard-lik e r9p|.ile . 
Its colour changes .^rpgtual Ijr v 1 1 sbf n eii m^s TJeco mes 
white, then changes to brown, green, or blood-red. Jenkin 
son is compared to a chameleon because he assumed vari- 
ous disguises to cheat people. He was really “a handsome 
young fellow.” But he transformed himself into^ “a venerable 
old man,” when he robbed the vicar of his horse. Cf. 

Bir, said Mr. Jonkioson to the vicar, I bad at that time 
falsa hair, and had learnt the art of countorfoiting every ago fA>m 
aeveuteen to seventy.” — Ths Yiear of Wakefield, 

*4 
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Dtus ex mackifta-^A god ou^ of the machinery. 
th^ actioa^ oC a poem or 4:oina0ce is 
completely stopped, when, the hero the herpine 
bro|Ught ,tp^ ,SM^ a critical situation that they he 

f^ved without some supernatural means, a god is maile to 
flCppear oh the scene, save the hero or heroine^ carry on the 
}yin|y it a r^tAQtrnph^ Mochtna 
^'^^^^achinery. It is a term invented by the critics to signify 
that part which the deities or demons are made to act in a 
poem. Here Jenkinson acted the part of a dcus ex machu 
na. The action of the story was nearly stopped. Every- 
thing was in hopeless confusion. The author had surround- 
ed himself with entanglements which he found impossible 
to break through. It was this time that Jenkinson 
appeared like a deus ex machina^ a god out of the machi- 
nery, and removed the difficulties, and effected the happy 
conclusion of the story. It was Jenkinson who told 
the name of Timothy Baxter, whose capture served to es.- 
tablish the innocence of George. It was he who proved 
the villainy of Squire Thornhill, and thus led to George’s 
regaining his lovely bride. He it was who proved that the 
marriage of Squire Thornhill with Olivia was a valid marri- 
age and thus enabled Miss Wilmot to gain back her 
fortune. None but a supernatural being could have 
brought about a satisfactory solution of all these diffi- 
culties, and therefore Black calls him a deus ex wachina. 

IVinds up — concludes. In hoi haste — very hurriedly. 
Put f«— insert. ApoIogy^txQos^ for the abrupt termina- 
tion of the tale. Go on — #. #., with the story, A reJkcU 
ion^i, e., indulging in a Ptw remarks. 

Page 92. To what a..Jtves — We arc indebted for all 
the comforts and happiness of our lives to accidental 
combination of circumstances. Fortuitous — happening by 
chance ; occurring without any known cause. Concurrence^ 
combination. apparent Disposed-^incWxioA* .PHI 

...sail — carry forward the inerchant’s ship, loaded with 
grain, by pressing and dilating the sail with wind. Or 
numbers... supply ^if these thirigs do not take place, a veiy 
large number of men must be without their supply of food. 

^ This is When Goldsmith was a 

ydlHgTIBS^^ mother’s bouse with^^ 
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in his pocket. He however returned in a short time, but 
without his money. To explain the losg Qfhia mp ne y he 
told his mother a cocC^nd’nSulT story of the mp&t 
amusinjj simplicity. Referring to the incident, Thackeray 
^ys "that if Goldsmith’s mother believed the most impro- 
bable and absurd explanation of her son, she must have 
been cheated by a ^simple rogue’ indeed. Thfl 
I jgiyen by the vicar, who is aP .other than Qpl^smitbi hubis 
' jmtute agCjijojjxplaiQ^the^ Xhatwerfi Jtakinft 

^^ace m and jiroand the jail, is as^ absurd and ridiculous as 
that which Goldsmith gave to his mother when he was a 
^duhg man, and which made Thackeray call hint a *simple 
rogue.* Goldsmith’s ridiculous explanation might have 
"fpaSsed current with his mother and uncle, but the vicar’s 
explanation can hardly throw dust in our eyes. It is most 
absurd, ridiculous, wild, and improbable. 

Certainly if our,.. world — The vicar says that the restora- 
tion of his family to happiness depended upon the same 
kind of accidents — chance combination of circumstances 
— which must unite before we can be fed and clothed. 
Black says that if the common necessaries of our life were 
to depend upon such improbable and absurd accidents, a 
large number of people would perish of hunger and cold. 

Shivering — suftering from severe cold. On occasion^ 
at times. Fine instinct — admirable sense of what is just 
and natural. Blunders... unnatur at what is wild 
and unnatural. Burchett — alias Sir William Thornhill. He 
twice rescued Sophia and ultimately married her. 

A quarrel... Mrs. iViww^-^Mrs. Primrose* wanted to send 
her two girls, Olivia and Sophia, to town in the company of 
Miss Skeggs and Lady Blarney, two flash women of town. 
Burchell opposed the proposal and the dispute l>etween her 
and Burchell grew higk Mrs. Primrose said thsTt for her part 
she wished that such men as Burchell would stay away from 
her house for the future. Poor gentleman — Burchell. He 
presented himself to the vicar as a broken-down gentleman. 

Find merit --aen any worth or good 
qualities. Common cani — affected hypocritical mode of 
speaking, commonly used by all the unlucky or idle. 

•Judge properly — form an accurate opinion of. It would. 
kis omn is sheer folly to hope that one, who, by bis 
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own vanity and indiscretion, has destroyed all hopes of his 
own happiness, would be able to make others happy. Cf. 

Mias liichfctnd. But iK>w, Sir, 1 see that it is in vain to expoot 
happiness from him, who has been so bad an economist of his own 
and that 1 must disclaim bis friendship who ceaaes to be a friend 
to himseU. — T^e Oood-naturfid Man. 

^ Has 3een.^.own--h2iS squandered away ail chances of his 
own . happiness. Prospects — hopes of getting you better 
married. Making... choice — selecting a better husband. 

Pag^e 93 . established in life. Delicate— 

nice. The question of marriage should not be so bluntly 
put to a lady. Open circle — in the presence of all the 
members of the household. Forthcoming 
Para- 8. Sumiliary. The atmos|>horo of the book is true. 
Atmosphere — the general tone. True — true to nature. 
Herder — 1774-1803: an illustrious German thinker. His 
writings are very numerous, amounting in all to 60 vols. 
Reverted — spoke highly of. Made...of—i\xsX. read. 

/’rtf artless and easily flowing description of 
simple, rustic life, of pastoral scenes, and the like ; as, 
Goldsmith ’fl lovely idyll of the Vicar’s home. — F, Harrison, 
Idyll is a sh or t pa^tora L.pQcia. Though the Vicar is written 
Tnprosc, IbVtreatmcnt of the subject is poetic. 

' ^/...fy^^^/~Thoujgh the wor^^ is J^. little_d.i 5 - 

figurea Tiy "" tKe Improbabilities that ^are repr<?sented as 
ha pp ening m and around the Jail, and by^the-^-wild- and 
unnatural nianccuvres Introduced by Mr. Jenkinson, every 
one bebeves that the gene!n?tLJUM3te,of 
nature a1id^ar^‘*l^ yes a perfect of domestic life. 

' ^"Despite '-in spite of : notwithstanding. JIfachinery.,. schemes 
— introduction of the contrivances of Jenkinson to make 
all the members of the Vicar’s family happy at one 
time. Doubt //—hesitate to believe that it is true to nature. 
Recurrent — repeated. Strokes — descriptions ; passages. 

IVe yield.., necromancer — We unresistingly surrender our- 
selves to the fascinating spells of the magician ; we fully 
believe all that is told us by Goldsmith— that his prose** 
idyll is a real picture of English domestic life. 

Necromancer — (Gr. dead body, //aif ///a— divi- 

nation ; one who reveals future events by means of H 
pretended communicatioo with the dead) a sorcerer ; a 
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wizard ; refers to Goldsmith, whose wonderful talents 
exercise the same influence upon his readers as a sorcerer’s 
magic spells do upop his spectators. Human pas- 
sions that agitate the heart of a man. external. 

In search,,, daughUt — Olivia, the eldest daughter of the 
vicar, had elop>ed with Squire Thornhill. The vicar went 
in search of her. He at last found her in an inn. Lcft» 
...f/iw— The vicar left his daughter in an inn near his 
village, and returned home to prepare his family for her 
reception. Caught — felt. —feelings. Mansion — 

humble habitation. The word now means any house of 
considerable size or pretensions > esp., the official residence 
of the Lord Mayor in London. As a bird etc. — Cf. 

And, as a hare, wliom hounds and hunts parsuo, 

Pants to the phice from whettce at first *}ie ftew. 

My a ffheiions . . . haete — heart wa s so Jull of 1 ove for 
my home and dear oneSy timt niy^aflectloins reached my 
home before I could arrive there in person ; i>., I lov- 
ingly thought of my home and the dear ones and was 
present with them in mind, even though I was at a 
considerable distance from thenk OulwiU my 
fastes^^hiw -I dkl^ though I made every possible haste to 
reach home. Hovered — fluttered in the air like a bird ; 
lingered. — ecstacy. Expectation — anticipated joy. 

Called up — thought in my mind. Fond things — loving words. 
Waned dccliived or wore on (juickly. It was near 

midnight when the vicar arrived at his home. 

Pagre 94^ Retired to rest — it being* near nrwdnight. 
Chet — put out ; extinguished. Shrilling — sending forth 
sharp notes. Deep-mouthed — deep-voiced ; full-toned. 

Hollow distance — an instance of Transferred Epithet. The 
distance is not hollmtf^ but the bark of , the watch-dog, 
when heard from a distance^ sounded holfow. Honest — 
faithful Mastiff --a breed of large dogs noted for courage 
and strength. What more,. xver given — Tliese words — the 

hollow bark of the deep-voiced watch-dog spunding at a 
distance — give the most perfect picture of the deep calm 
that reigns at night. So still is the night that the bark of 
the deep-toned watch-dog sounds hollow at a distance. ^ 
PaxM 9 to 17. Sammary. The Vicar attempts to reform the 
mocking felons of the prison. 
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QualUies — excellences. Idyllic tenderness — love, compas- 
sion, or kindness as is found portrayed in an idyll. Pathos 
— that quality which awakens the tender emotions ; as pity, 
sorrow. Firm presentation — strong, pjowerful delineation. 

The pure... ring — As the light in a chamber seems to shed 
a brighter refulgence, the deeper grows the darkness with- 
out, so the purity of the vicar’s home appears all the greater 
in contra.st with the rogueries and rascalities of die outside 
world. Indicated — hinted. Described — fully delineated. 

Pure — innocence and virtue. Black outer rinjs ^ — the 
vicious men by whom they are surrounded. Appreciate — 
form a true estimate of. But for — were it not for. 

Moses and his... spectacles — Moses, the son of the vicar, 
was sent to the neighbouring fair^to dispose of a colt. Ho 
sold it for ^2 5 s. 2d, Lut was induced hy a reverend- 
lookitig man to invest the money in buying a gross of 
green spectacles, with silver rims and shagreen cases. But 
these silver rims were found to be only copper varnished 
over. Gross — twelve dozen. Imposed on — cheated by. 

Miss IV. Lady Blarney --Thase were two flash 

women introduced by Mr. Thornhill to the Primrose 
family, with a view to beguile the two eldest daug liters 
who were both very beautiful. Mr. Burchell a/ias Sir 
William 'niornhill thwarted their infamous purpose. 

Their... ladies — they talked much about the lords and 
ladies with whom they pretended to be very' familiar. 

Their tributes to When Mr. Thornhill displeased 

the company by the freedom of his speech, these two flash 
women began a very serious and discreet dialogue upon 
virtue. “Virtue,” Cried Miss Skeggs, “ virtue, my dear Lady 
Blarney, is worth any price ; but where is that to be found ?” 

But there is no laughter... prison --We laugh when we see 
Moses cheated of his money. We laugh when we hear the 
two flash women, who came to decoy the two beautiful 
girls Olivia and Sophia to infamy, talk of virtue. But we 
do not feel inclined to. laugh, when we And the vicar serious- 
ly endeavouring to reclaim the mocking felons of the jail. 
The scene, where the vicar struggles manfully, amidst the 
jeers a»^d taunts of the abandoned wretches of the jail, to 
save their souls, is so impressive that our hearts are Ailed 
with, solemn thoughts and we do not feel disposed to laugh. 
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Dignity — excellence of moral character. Beating — resist- 
ing ; getting the better of. Jeers — railing remarks. 2\wnts — 
scoffings. Abandoned wretches — castaway felons. This is... 
episode '—thQ prison scene is really a striking digression. 

TAe author .. .far There were two waj-s in which the 
prison scene might have been depicted. Goldsmith was 
apjiarenily tempted to give a laughal)le picture of the whole 
thing. He was also tempted to moralise upon the matter 
and read us tedious sermons about vice, legislature^ 
society, prisons, and prisoners. But Goldsmith steered 
clear of these two ways and represented the vicar as trying 
to reform them with a patient zeal which was perfectly in 
accordance with his moral character. Obvious — apparent. 

Make... situations a comic or joco.se description of 
the whole thing. Goody-goody — mawkish or weakly go »d ; 
exhibiting goodness with silliness {colloq.) 

I'Vas not far <^~was very near; he was equally tempt- 
ed to moralise upon the situation. Castaways — wretches 
who have been cast out from the bosom of society. In 
keeping witk — in harmony with. They—ihikt felons. 

Pag*e 95. Too easily... repentatice — It required a great 
deal ol exertion on the part of the vicar to awake feelings 
of repentance in the hearts of these hardened villains. 

Insensibility — apathy ; indifference. Blotted... 
/;//W— -made me forget my own anxieties. Incumbent — obli- 
gatory ; imposed, as a duty. Conquer — i.e.^ the obduracy 
of their heart. Jenkinson — His rascalities had made him an 
inmate of the gaol. He was now resolved to reform his 
life and to help the vicar to the best of his power. As he 
had great influence with his fellow prisoners, the vicar in- 
formed him of his purpose. acc;epted. Fund — 

source. Enter tain nif^.nt — mirth. But what — except such 
means as. Derived — obtained. Debauchery — licentiousness. 

Parft. 10. Service — prayer, l/naj/fected^ndlursil Lewd 
— ‘(the word is connected with lay^ and orig, meant ‘non-cle- 
rical,’ ‘ignorant’ ; then, as ignorant people generally become 
vicious, It came to mean ‘vicious’; but it now means ‘lic^n 
clous’) unchaste ; impure. Contrition — repentance, 

ridiculed by grotesque imitation. They sent forth 
mock groans to signify that they were deeply grieved fur 



x54 


NOTES ON 


[CHAP- 


their sins. giving a hint by a motion of the 

eye-lids. Caughing --in order to interrupt the service. 

Sensible.. uiny — I was fully awnre that the prayers, which 
I read for the benefit of the prisoners, might possibly re- 
form some ; but I was certain that they could not be defiled 
^y the taunts of the prisoners. Contamination — taint, 

Para. 11. Reading the prayers etc., from the 
prayer book. Rntered upon — proceeded to deliver. Rixhor- 
sermon. Re/frov^ — censure; rebuke. If the vicar 
had begun to rebuke them at the very outset,, they would 
not have at all listened to him, so he tried to make his 
discourse amusing. Previously — at first ; by way of intro^ 
duction. Observed — said. To this — to make this attempt to 
reform them. Profane — fond of foul language. Lose... deal 
— lose their hope of entering the kingdom of heaven. How- 
ever ...friendship — though the men of the world may feel 
ashamed to call you friends. Disclaim — renounce. 

Page 96w Sipiifes — is the good of. Calling. . .devil — 
invoking the devil at the time of swearing. Courting — 
endeavouring to gain his friendship and favour by con.stant 
flattery. Scurvify—isaervy is a kind of disease) vilely. 
Hen — in this world Mouthful — as much as is usually put 
into the mouth at one time ; a small quantity. By the best 
...of him — according to the most reliable account we have 
of the devil in Scripture. Hereafter — in the next world. 

Para. 12’. If used ill etc . — if we are badly treated by 
one man. Were it not etc. — would it not be wise and 
prudent. Another Christ. Fair promises*— Qi. 

“ Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest, ” Thief-takers — thief-catchers ; 
policemen. Are you... wise — Is your conduct more prudent 
and discreet than that of the burglar ? One — Satan. Betrmj- 
ed — led you to evil ways ; delivered you into- the hands of 
your enemy and made you an inmate of the jail. Applying 
to— {you are all) praying for the help of; p.p. refers to you. 

More maliaoue being — Satany the most malignant of our 
enemies. Say» he to Beelxebub, 

< To do ought good uevor will be our task, 

But ever to do ill our sole delight. * 

Our labour must be 

.o out of good still to find means of evil. — 
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T?uin than all the thief-catchers. They^ihe 

earthly thief-takers. Decoy — deceive and entice you into a 
snare, Satan. IVi/i no/.,. done^Ssktain m\\ not only 

hang you, but will seize your soul when you are hanged. 
He will not only destroy the body, but the soul also. 

Parai. 18. Pas/ amendment — so wicked as to be beyond 
the reach of reform. Every heart.,. aim a person caT> 
adopt the proper method, he will be able to convince the 
felon of his evil ways and reform him. sinful man. 

accessible. Shafts of reproof-^i.e.^ sidtnonxXxon. 
Archer — i,e,y reformer. Take... aim — hit the right point. 

PSkge 97. Grave rebuke — solemn censure. Cf. 

* Excuse me, * said the vicar to his wife and children, 'all those 
people, however fallen, are still men } and that is a good titlo to 
my flLffectiona. If these wretches were princes, there would bo 
thousands ready to offer their ministry $ but in my opinion, the 
heart that is buried in a dungeon, is as preoious as that seated upon 
a throne. Perhaps I nay catoh up even one from the gulf and 
that will be a groat gain ; for is tliere upon earth a gem so preoious 
os the human soul ?* — The Vicar of Wakefield. 

GaoUtrick — low stratagem practised by prisoners, 

Para. 15. Disposed — arranged. Displaced — took away. 
Little beings — mean-minded men. Be permanent— piodMCQ 
a lasting impression upon their minds. 

Para. 16. Address ; skilful conduct. Sensibility 
—delicacy of feeling. Divested — destitute. Temporal— 
earthly. Famine and excess — starvation and dissipation. 
When they got some mont^, they at once spent it in 
immoderate eating and drinking ; when they had no money, 
they fasted. Tumultuous riot — noisy drinking, festivity and 
fighting. Bitter repining — acute mortification or com- 
plaints. Cribbage — a game of cards, played by two or four 
persons. Tobacco-stoppers — small plugs for Twressing down 
the tobacco in a pipe as it is smoked. Idle indusiry — un- 
profitable, useless work. idea. Setting — employing. 

Pegs — small pointed wooden pins used in fastening boards 
together, in attaching the soles of boots and shoes, etc., as, 
a shoe peg. By my appointment— undtr my direction. Tri/h 
—a very small sum of money. Instituted — established, ^ 
^Pagfo 98* Plira. 17, Peculiar — special. Humane—* 
kind and gentle. Native natural fierceness^ 
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Para. 18. Sammary. TKe critics of tho day wero altogctlier 
silent about tbe Vicar. Tho public, howoTor, took to the book. 

Skock th6 disgust ; olTcind the moral taste of. 

Thou who liked.. *rose-water — The class of peo{>le who 
liked books in which the virtues of private life were eat- 
Hitnted rather than the vices exposed. These people 
4ked that literature should be characterised by an abun- 
dance of sentiment and feeling, delicacy and sentimentality, 
and that authors should not disfigure their pages by a des- 
cription of such low creatures as rogues and prisoners. 

Perfumed with — rendered delightful by. Rose-water — 
nicety or delicacy ; sentimentality. Madam Rkeoboni — ^the 
wife of Riccoboni, an Italian player and dramatist. 

Lt plaidoyer...plaire — The pleading in favour of the-^ 
robbers, the petty thieves, and gentlemen of bad morals, 
is far from being able to please me (i>., cannot please me, 
however much the author may plead on their behalf.) 

Vastly —exceedingly vulgar. Puzzled ---covXd not make 
anything of the book. Search — examine. Periodical litera-^ 
magazines, newspapers, reviews, monthlies etc. 

Bald recitals — uninteresting sketches. deign. 

To the patronage of~x.o be noticed and reviewed by. 

Pajpa 99. Remark idle... occurred — striking book had 
been published. Greater — than the disappointment he felt 
at the neglect of the reviewers. Anxious.,, club who 
earnestly desired that the members of the Literary Club 
should have a high opinion of his abilities. Toi}k to^ 
liked. Sold.. .outright — sold the copy-right of the book. 

Para. 19- Stmbliary. To meet his increasing monetary diffi- 
oolties, Goldsmith began to think of writing a comedy. 

It should^hAZ name should grow in importance with the 
book-sellers. IVkist--^^ game of cards ; so called because . 
it requires silence and close attention. ( fVkist — silence.) 

The Devil TViwr/i— Goldsmith wis a member of the 
Shilling Whist Club, which held its meetings at the Devil 
Tavern, near Temple Bar, JExlricale -^bring himself out of. 
Occur — strike the mind of.* Hand-to-^nouth — precarious. 

That htui...troHbhs^lL)xy^ sort of happy-go-lucky life has . 
its moments of misery— its periods of reaction— ^but it has 
its moments of high delict. It has its. flood tides an 
well as its ebb-tides. Compemations^xSLcymmVs of high 
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delight. Cf. ' The tavern gaiety, the brand-new coat and 
lace and sword, the midnight fr^ics, etc.’ Troubles — as» the 
arrest by his landlady, etc. /4^^j^irj7...fvW/^---$eeing that 
it took the popular fancy and ran through 3 editions in one 
year. Fall back have recourse to. Thru his hand to 

—apply himself to. Comedy — #.r., The Good-natured Man. 

ttUfiSTIONS kL ANSWERS. 

1. What Is ths moral of the Tiear of Wakoflold f 

Good ptodominaat over evil, ie briefly the purpose aud moral of 
the Ftctf r of Wakefield, tt is desigaed to show us that pationoe tn 
•«iffering, petsaveriag reliance on the providence of God, and an 
easy indulgent forgiveness of the faults of others ore the 
oertain means of pleosnre in this world, and- of turning pain to 
nobleness. It is designed to show ns that the heroism and selh 
denial needed for the duties of life ore not of the superhuman sort, 
that thfcy may oo-exist with many follies, with some simple weak- 
nesses, with many harmless vanities ; and that in the improvement 
of mankind the hnmbleat of men have their place assigned to 
them and their part allotted them to play.— Forslsr. , 

It Mention the dafecteaftbaVloar of Wakafield. 

The plot of the Vicar is foil of wild improbabilities. The expedi- 
ents by which all the members of the family are brought together 
and made happy at the same time, are nothing short of desperate. 
The episode of Olivia and her husband is a stumbling block in the 
path of the antbor. But more particularly the incidents, that teke 
place in and around the jail when Hr. Jenkinaon winds up tho tale 
in hot haste, are oisceedingly improbable. 

At times Goldsmith's fine instincts ddlert him. Tho vicar actually 
asks his daoghter Sophia, in open domestic circle, whether she has 
reOeived any testimony of attection from Hr. Burchell. He then 
publicly Informs her that she is expected to make % more prudent 
choioe on her forthcoming visit to town. Ko father, however 
anxious to have his daughter well married, would ask her inch a 
delicate question in the presence of all the members of his family. 

in. Point out tlio beauties of the Vicar of Wakefield. 

The Vienr of WohefML gives a perfect picture of a quiet Xnglish 
home. The oharaoters are painted with such a light homely touch 
that one gets famiUarly to know them without being aware of ft. 
Xfisse isno insistanoe ; there is no dragging you by the collar. The 
ar^ etaade by yojii^ and laughs in hit quiot way | and you aso 
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langhing too, whou laddenly yoa find that haman beinga have 
alien tly oomo into the void before yon | and yon know them (or 
friends whom yon will remember to the last day of your life. 

There is a firm presentation of *the crimes and brutalities of the 
world. The modest patience and earnestness with which the vicar 
undertakes to reform the felons of the jail are truly admirable. 

* How simple this Vicar of Wakefield is, bow humorous, how 
pathetic, how graceful in its manner, how humane in every pulse 
of its meaning, how truly and deeply good Ifcsfon. 

IV. DeBcrihe the character of the wicar. 

The vioar was rich in heavenly wisdom, but poor indeed in all 
wordly knowledge. Amiable, charitable, devout, but not without 
hie literary vanity, especially on the Whlstoniau theory about se- 
cond marriages. One admires his virtnous indignation about the 
Vaabes,* which he deliberately demolished with the poker. How 
quietly he advised his daughter to make the gooseberry pie, when, 
at her mother’s prompting, she set up for being well skilled fu 
controversy. With what gentleness *the good man reminded his 
wife and danghtore that, after their sudden loss of fortune, it did 
not beoome thorn to wear much finery. With what admirable pa* 
lienee and earnestness ho undertook the duty of reclaiming the 
castaways of the prison. In his prosperity, bis chief advontures 
were by the fireside, and all his migrations were from the blue bed 
to the brown. '* There is os much of human nature in the charoc- 
-ier of the Vioar ..paternal rale. See Text, p. 88. 

V. Describe the conditfon of the prison in Goldsmith’s 
time. The prison, in Goldsmith's day, was the portal to the 
gallows, lb was crime’s high school. It enclosed wretches for ike 
commission of dhQ orimo, and returned them fitted for the par* 
petration of thousands. It* was the abode of riot, idleness, lioen- 
tiousnosB and filth. The prisoners lived the most unhappy life 
imaginable. Their time was divided between famine and excess, 
tumoltaous riot and bitter repining. Their only employment was 
quarrelling among one another, playing at cribbage, ourting 
and swearing. No one ever attempted to instruct their minds, to 
bring bock their sympathies to virtue, to impart to them religiooa 
instructions, or to restore and save their souls. Not yet had Howard, 
the philanthropist, turned his thoughts to prison ; Bomilly, who 
was to do vote his whole life to ameliorate the criminal law, was 
h boy of nine years old. Elizabeth Fry, who, like an angel of 
mercy, was to bring order, neatness, sobriety, and moral instnic- 
tioa to Newgate where Ucentiotis&eMf drtmkeqnesc debawlieiy 
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prevailed previoatly, was not yet born. It was at snob a tlmo that 
Goldsmith raised his warning voioe and indioated the lines on 
wbioh the fntnre philanthropists were to work. 

Tl. Ddserilxe tlio wcirk oi reform done by tbd vieex^ 

The ricar nnderfcook the duty of reclaim ang the wrotohea of 
the prison with patience and earnestness” He descended to the 
common prison, and amidst the jeers and taunts of the aban- 
doned wretches, read them a portion of the divine service with a 
loud, uiiafTectrid Voice, Lewd whispers, groans of ocntritfon bur- 
lesqued, winking and coughing among the prisoners, alternately 
excited mirth. He then entered upon his exhortation, which was 
rather calculated at Arst ui amuse than to reprore them. Day after 
day, he performed divine servioe among the mocking felons and 
imparted moral instructions to them. His addresses soon Axed 
their attention, and in less than six days some, were penitent, and 
all attonlivo. The vicar now turned his attention to improve 
their worldly condition. He employed many of them to out pegs for 
tobacconists, wluoh, when sold, enabled eaoh to earn something 
every day. He also instituted finM for the punishment of immoral- 
ity, and rewards for peculiar indaitry. Thus it was that he brought 
men from their native ferocity into friendship and obedience. 

Vll. How did tbe “Vicar of Wakofleld ’ affect Goethe ? 

Four years after the publication of the Ticur, Herder, a Gorman 
student, read to his oompaiiioii Goethe, who was thou a young 
student of 20, a German translation of the Ft’car of Wakefield ; and 
n new ileal of life and of letters arose in Goethe's mind. Years 
passed on i and while Ooobbo raised up and re-established tho 
literature of his country, and oaipe to be aokno\7ledged for the 
wisest of modern men, he never ceased to coufess^what he oWed 
to that little book -"the Ticar of Wakefield, The Action heoamo to 
him life's Arst reality \ aud at every stage of his illnstrious after- 
cayaer, its impression still vividly recurred to hi no. , Ho recorded 
in hifr autobiography what a blessing the book hed been to him. 
At tho age of eighty -one, standing on the brink of the (fferot he 
tbld a friend that in the deoisive moment of his ibentftl deveiop- 
meittY the Vicar of Wakefield had formed hie eduoatticiq Anijl that 
he h^ redbotly read that charming book with uoabaMd delight 

vra. It is a wonder that Goldsmith should have produced such 
a perfect picinre of domestic life. ExpUtill* . 

Hew oemtradiotery ii seems ‘thia, one of the most delight- 
f al^otasMi of home end happimess, ^euld be drowis 

by ahoMleci inctase of 
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Tirtiio, and all fcho eiidoarmeiits ofthemarnod atato, shonld be 
ilrawn by a bachelor, who had been Bereredfrom domestio Hfe 
almost from boyhood ; that one of the moat tender, tooohing and 
affecting appeals on behalf of female loveliness should have been 
made by a man whose defloienoy in all the graces of person and 
manner scorned to mark him out for a cynical disparager uf the 

BOX. — ^W. Irving, 

IX. Explain. 

(a) The Vicar . follows the lines of the Book of Job. 

(6) You take a good man, ...flocks and herds than before. 

{c) Surely hnman nature must be.. .both hemispheres. 
id) The nakoduess of the indigent... trimmings of the vain, 
fe) There is no insistoiice. ..to look at this and study that. 

(fj You find that human beings., cannot forget thorn.’ 

That ch'tmelcoii'l ikcy dens ex machina^ Mr. Jcnkitison* 

{h) This is Mr Tkaclcenty's ^simple rogue’... in adult life. 
h) I^eftpite all the tnachinerg ..7cho could doubt it ? 

(J) As a bird .my affections outwent my hasto ..expectation* 

(&) The doop-mouthod wAteh-.d(^at hollow distanoo. 

(/) The pure liglit that shines ..black outer ring. 

(m) There is no laugiiter demanded of ns... in the prison. 

(n) The author was ,tho goody-goody side, was not far off. 

(o) Ho will not let you looso after the hangman has done. 

(p) No man was past the hour of amenc]inoDt...a{m. 

(<]) Who liked their literature perfumed with rose water. 

• (/•) That ha<J ity uompen.y:itions along with its troubles, 

X. Explain, noticing the allusions- 

<a) I find you nre perfectly qualifiod for making converts, 

(b) On oceaaipn GoUlsmilh^a fine instinct deserts him. 

(c) Such is the cctomon cant of all... or idle. 

id) Whatever may be said abour. my particular... true. 

(c) This is really a remarkable episode. 

XI. Write notes on. The Book of job. The plot is full of 
\rild improbabilities. Playing the French horn at a relation's 
house. Ho looked back through the mist of years... childhood. 
Wise blindness. The disputes between Thwaokam and Square. Go 
help your mother.. .pie. Plastered up with pomatntti. Faeoa 
|)atshed to taste. Trains bundled up in a heap. Pinkings and 
patchings. Flouncing and shredding. Oeus ex machine. A qnarrel 
ivith Mrs. Primrose. The English * prose-idyll.’ Moses and his 
gross of green Spectaoles. Tributes to rirtue. Goody-goody sills, 
droans of oonintion burlesqued* Cribbsgn* The Devil Tsvenb 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Fara- 1. SmniniTy. Bo^woll'a foolish story about Goldaroith, 
Pag'B 100. CompUathn He compiled iwd 

volumes of poems. Concrete form — definite shape. His idew 
of writin^^ a drama was being carried into execution. He 
actually began to write the play. Erratic — eccentric. Pro- 
logue — a poem spoken before a dramatic performance. 

Intervieio.., Save reign — Johnson was in the habit of 
visiting the royal library where there was a noble collection 
of books. One evening, as he was reading there, he was 
surprised by the entrance of the KLing wh > sought this occa- 
sion to have a conversilion with him. /nterzdew — meeting. 
Sovereign — George III, During the recital — while John- 
son was narrating the story. £7/i without showing 
any interest. 6 ^ melancholy. Seeming — apparent. Ap- 
was afraid. Relinquished — given up ; abandoned. 
Fretting — feeling vexed. Chagrin — vexation. 

PagTd 101, Prevailed ---got tha better of his chagrin. 
Flutter.,. described — Johnson was describing hi.s interview 
with the King. While listening to this narration, Gold- 
smith fancied that he was in the presence of, and talking 
w'ith, the King, and this thought produced n kind of 
excitement in him. agitation. Acquitted yourself 

—bore or conducted yourself ; |>erformed your part 

Credence —bcVicf. Phrase — expression. Customary — usual. 
Self depreciation oneself as having little 
claim to esteem. See I'ext, p, 48 . ///r— Goldsmith’s. His 
friend — Johnson. Discarded — dismi>sed a.s iftilru-sUvorthy. 
Guess work— z(s\\]^Qtwstt, Original —'\w\y^xn \ creative. 

Measure himself —xwdXob one’s abilities against one s 
antagonist. Cf. To measure swords with, l^een perception 
—acute discernment. Shrewd reasoning— ctiiicsil judgment. 
Deference — respect. Scant courtesy^ — slight respect. 

Par&. 2* Sniniliary. Goldsioith vobmiu his drama for Gar- 
rick’s approval, but afterwards gives it to Colman. He rejects the 
effer of Lord daniwich to become a paid libeller. 

Arrangement of ...Garrick — Goldsmith in his Enquiry 
passed some strictures upon stage managers, which were 
considered by Garrick as intended for himself and whic^f 
gave him great offence. When the 3t^cretaryship of thfr 
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Society of Arts fell vacant, Goldsmith, who tried to 
secure the post, jjersonally applied to Garrick, who was a 
member of that society, for his vote. Garrick dismissed 
him with the remark that be could not lay claim lo any 
recommendation from him, after the unprovoked attack 
he had made upon him in the Enquiry. This false step at 
the outset of their intercourse was never forgotten and a 
feud always existed between Garrick and Goldsmith. Rey- 
nolds interposed to reconcile them, and brought them 
together in his house at Leicestershire, where Goldsmith 
placed his new comedy in Garrick’s hands. 

Arrangement — reconciliation. Ptrsanal differences — mis- 
understandings between Goldsmith and Garrick. Under- 
taken — p.p. refers to arfangement. 

Garrick — 1716-1779 : he ranks as the greatest of English 
actors. He displayed a Shakesperian universality in the 
exhibition of character, and was equally at home in the 
highest flights of tragedy and the lowest depths of farce. 

Nothing., intervention — No good effects were produced 
by his efforts to bring about a reconciliation. Resented — 
considered as an affront ; was indignant at. Airs of 
pail onage—9^x\ ostentatious show of his abilities to serve 
Goldsmith. Gairick thought that Goldsmith should 
esteem his patronage of the play as a favour. Well-inten- 
tioned— well-meant. Critic. isms. . . taken — Garrick suggested 
certain alterations in the comedy as indispensable to its 
success ; these were indignantly rejected by Goldsmith* 
Shilly-shal/ying — (a reduplication of shall /) evasion. 

The rival 'Iheatre — A pique having arisen between Col- 
man and Garrick, in the course of their joint authorship 
of The Clandestine Afarriag^e^ Colman became one of the 
purchasers of the Covent Garden Theatre. He was ap- 
pointed manager, and ofjened a powerful competition with 
Garrick, who was the manager of the Drury Lane Theatre. 

Page 102 . Colman — 1733**794: a dramatic author 
and theatrical manager. He wrote Polly Hofteycembcy and 
The Jealous Wife. He also wrote The Clandestine Marriage. 
in conjunction w'ith Garrick. Consigned — given. 

But it was...produeed--Go\dsm\iW^ comedy was doomed 
\o experience delays and difficulties to the very last. 
Garrick had a lurking grudge against himi and tasked his 
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managerial arts to thwart him. He l>ccame reconciled 
to Colman, his former colleague, and it is intimated that 
one condition in the treaty of peace was that Coiman 
should keep back (loldsinith^s comedy till a play, Fa/sr 
Delicacy^ which (Garrick had set up as a kind of rival to the 
Oood~natured Man, had been brougiit forward. Thus the 
appointed time, when Goldsmith’s play was to be acted, 
arrived and passed, but the piece was not acted. 

Fes an^usta domi — narrow circumst.ances at home ; limited 
means. Did not,.. before — remained straitened as before. 

Elder N ewbufy book-seller, and publisher. He WTOte 
little books for children. Had... the less — was deprived 
of one of his old friends and employers. Ciinlly. . 
door — po 1 i tely d i s m i ssed . Jniennciv . . . Norfhu mberland see 
Q. VI. p. 142 . Jn his honour — as an instance of his in- 
dependence of spirit. Governnient...day^\MriX North’s 
administration. Enlisting On their behalj — 
to support their measures. IVhose pens... purse — unprin- 
cipled men ready to take up the cause of the party who 
paid them the highest. Scott — the author of Anti-sejanus 
and other political libels in support of the government. 
His political subserviency was rewarded by two fat crowti 
livings. Lord Sandivich—d, minister of I^ord North’s 
cabinet. IVorth 7idii/e -^vforih t\\Q time and pains; vvorrii 
the expense. To buy ^io secure the services of Croidsinith 
by paying him a large sum of money, /n due course — on 
his return to London from Lslington where he went in 
summer. Set of chambers — suit of rooms. My author it v 
— i.e., the noble Lord who had .sent me to negotiate with 
him. Empowered — entrusted with the power. Exertions — 
i.e , efforts to support the government. Garret — see p. (>. 
Cutdhroat — murderer, —famous. public men. 

Paras 3 to 7. Summary. Tlie merits and defects of the comedy. 

Pag 6 103. strange ; extraordinary. Even 

such an idolatrous worshipper of Johnson* as 
Boswell. Strueh surprised at. Contrast-^diffartnee. 

Sonorous — high-sounding ; stately. Piece of melancholy — 
dismal, gloomy prologue. Are strongly ...of clearly 
the distinctive character of. The dismal .. ,mind —the fright-, 
fulfgloomy hypochondria, to which he was subject^fifim his 
early days and which made life at times an almost 
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able burden to him. Are distressed wiM ^suffer from. 
Maiady ofimaginaHon — melancholia — a kind of mental un- 
soundness characterised by extreme depression of spirits. 
Transfers — ascribes. Own fuHngs — depression of spirits. 

Who could etc , — a rhetorical appeal ; no one would dream 
for a moment that the solemn prologue, which was 
solemnly delivered by Hensley and which seemed to throw 
a portentous gloom on the audience, was to be the 
harbinger of such oddity, frolic, and fun ? Bensley — an 
actor, who acted the part of Leontine. crushed. 

Load'-cdiXie^, Weary — sad and depressed. Surveys etc , — 
sees all men eating their bread in the sweat of their face. 

This dark.,. the more — As a dark background serves to 
make a white flower, which is painted upon it, appear 
yet more while, so this gloomy prologue may make the 
comic element in the drama yet more sparkling. Bright 
humour - sparkling wit. Constrained — embarrassed ; ill at 
ease. Brisk ’--fiiU of spirit. Confident vivacity - liveliness 
which comes of a confidence in one’s own abilities. 

The novice ^explain themselves — In a drama the story is 
not described in stately verses, as in epic poetry, or in 
musical verses, as in lyric poetry. In a drama them, vement 
of the story is to be ^uathered from the animated conver- 
sation of the various dramatis personae. In a drama the 
author must entirely keep himself in the back ground ; 
he must not describe anything himself. The action must 
be developed by means of the dialogue of the different 
characters. Thus Goldsmith wants to tell us what sort of 
young man * Honey wood was. He must not describe it 
himself. He must not make others do it. He must make 
young Honey wood so act and speak that we may be able 
to gather his character from his acts and S) e.^ches. But 
Goldsmith is a novice in the trade.^ He does not yet 
undei stand the art of making his characters unfold them- 
selves. He therefore introduces Honeywood’s uncle^and 
his servant and makes them engage in a conversation 
which gives a laborious description of hrs character. 

Novice — Goldsmith, who is new in the trad^ and has not 
acquired sufficient skill in the art of writing a drama. 

unfold their character by their speeches. 
Menejohnt unck — Sir W. Honey^wood, the uncle of 
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young Honey wood. He is a high-minded gentleman. 
He sees witJi regret Uic faults of his nephew, whose 
charity is but injustice, whose benevolence is but weakness, 
whose friendship is but credulity/' and tries to correct him. 

— the servant of young Honey wood. Lab^/riousfy 
descriptive — which gives an elaborate description of. 

Younp^ Honeywood — the hero oi The Uaod-natured Man, , 
His property is made the prey of swindlers. His uncle, 
Sir William Honeywood, in order to rescue him from 
sharpers, causes him to be seized for a bill to whicli he has 
stood security for a friend who has absconded. By this 
arrest, the young man is taught to discriminate between 
real fnends and designing knaves. He promises to reserve 
his pity lor real distress and his friendshd) for true merit. 

6t*t>ken at — spoken lor the benefit of ; with the object 
of directly lurnishing the audience with a knowledge of 
young Honey wood’s character. —lively ; brisk. 

But tiiere... anti theses — But (Goldsmith has not yet got rid 
of his timidity. Hence wc do not find much wit in his 
epigrams, which are nieiely laboured contrasts of words. 

Bpigrums^ antitheses-— hx\ epigram is a bright witty 
thought, tersely and sharply expressed. An epigram is so 
contrived as to surprise the reader with a witticism or in- 
genious turn 01 thought. An antitiiesis is an opposition of 
words or sentiments occurring in the same sentence. Wit 
is the essence of an epigram ; mere contrast of words is the 
essence of an antithesis. Goldsmith’s epigrams in the 
opening passages are mere contrasts of words, they have 
not much wit in them, laboured. 

Para. 4. Mercer—^ dealer in silks or woolens. Broker 
— a dealer in money, notes, bills of exchange, etc. 

Page 104. has been ^4',—- has been put.to much worry 
to regain the money he has lent you. Were at — took. 

inducing, lusst all patience — You have taken irom 
him the money, but you never think of paying it back. 
He has made several efforts to recover the jiioney but to 
no purpose. He has now become very angry. 

2 here is Though the broker is clamouring for 
payment, Honeywood never thinks of liim for i. moment. 
He hears that a gentleman has been carried to tbe FleeY 
prison for debt. He at once gives ten guineas to Jarvis and 
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tells him to take the money to the gentleman. Jarvis sug- 
gests that the money should be given to the broker, for 
that would stop his clamour for some time. 

The Fleet — a celebrated London jail, which stood on 
the Fleet rivulet (see Notes p. 17). It was a place of con- 
finement for debtors. I'hat — the receipt of 10 guineas. 

Stop his mouth - make him less clamorous. Fill... mouths 
— supply the gentleman and his children with food. If the 
money is given to the broker, they must starve. 

Fara. 5. Ghostly — unsubstantial, shadowy, 

pluintom-hke being, tie has neither much life nor warmth 
of feelings in him. Attributes — ([ualities. He has all tlie 
moral qualities of a man, but not the flesh and blood — the 
warm feelings and emotions, of a man. Suhsiance — life. 

C 7 -oaker—eym\ of the characters of the Good-natured Afan, 
He is the guardian of Miss Richland and is never so happy 
as when he thinks himself a martyi. He loves a funeral 
belter than a festival. He is a poor, fretful soul that has 
a new distress for every hour of the four-and-twenty. 

—takes exceeding delight. In evil forebodin^^s 
in predicting calamities ; in thinking tliat the world will soon 
come 10 ruin. Of inks... woe — feels supremely happy when- 

ever he thinks that some disaster is going to happen. 
Luxury — suffering and misery are to him lu.xuries. 

Jt 2VOU Id... production — 1 ( you think that Goldsmith 
wrote the drama only to be read in the closet and not acted 
on the stage, you would hardly he able to do justice to the 
plot of tlie dr^una. Intrieacies...stayc — Vov while reading 
the drama, the plot may appear exceedingly complex, tire- 
some, and confusing, but when it is acted on the stage the 
diiTiculties will vanish away and every thing will appear 
clear. Cireumstances — events; incidents. Attach.,. name — 
think all these incidents happening to one whom we do 
not see, but whose name we see printed in an abbreviated 
form, as Hon. for Honey wood. Clipped — cut. 

Leontine — Croaker ; the son of Mr. Croaker. Being sent 
to Paris to fetch his sister, he falls in love with Olivia 
Woodville, whom he brings home instead, and introduces 
lier to Croaker as his daughter, and ultimately marries her. 

Cross purposes — misunderstandings. Lovers — Honeywobd 
and Miss Richland. Honeywood really loves Miss Richland 
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but fancies that she loves Mr. Lofty. Lofty tells Honey- 
wood that he has rescued him from the hands of the 
bailiffs, and thus secures his gratitude. He requests him to 
plead his case with Miss Richland. Honey wood agrees and 
pleads for his friend. Miss Richland, thinking that he is 
pleading for himself, consents ; hut when he mentions the 
name of Lofty, she leaves in high displeasure. 

Come upon — meet. Old friend - because we have become 
acquainted with him in 7 'he Citizen of the World. Tibbs-^ 
see Text, p. 56. He^named — given another name, i.e.^ I.,ofty. 
Creator-^ Goldsmith. I^fty is the same character as 1'ihbs, 
only under a different name and in more affluent circum- 
stances. Lofty Si boastful lawyer who is always bragging 
of his intimacy with people of quality. Ground — rca.snn. 

He is a distraction he serves only to draw off the 

attention of the audience from the main point of the story, 
and thus to break the unity of action. Oarrick said that 
according to the construction of the comedy, its important 
figures were Croaker and Honeywood ; that anything which 
drew off attention from them must damage the iheatricnl 
effect ; that a new character should be introduced not to 
divide interest or laughter with theirs, but to bring out 
their special contrasts more broadly. — 

Pa^0 106 . cut down the superfluities. 

Unities — 'rhere are three unities which an epic poet as 
well as a dramatist ought carefully to attend to— the unities 
of Action, Time and Place The events of real life, the 
' facts of hi.story, the incidents of narrative ficiion, are like 
the waves of a ceaseless flood ; that which binds a group or 
body of them into a single action is the bond of the 
dramatic idea, is Unity of Action. This law is incum- 
bent upon the tragedy which .solves the prbblem of a life 
as well as upon the farce which sums up the follies of an 
afternoon. Unity of Time requires that the action of 
the drama should not exceed one day. Unity of Place 
enjoins that the action should be confined to -one place. 

Duchessy talk—tMi about dukes and duchesses, al>out 
high life and high-lived company. Airs of patronage — / f., 
Lofty is always talking of the benefits which he can confer 
upbn others. Mysterious... himself sx\\\m?X\or\s of the great 
tiungs he can do and the great influence he has with the 
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ministers of the state. Audacious— i&nn'g and impudent. 
Waller — 1605-1687 : — an English poet. His verses are 
remarkable for tlieir sweetness, jjrace and harmony. Iske 
of thfi house — Is he a member of the House of Commons ? 

Mrs, Croaker very reverse of her j;rumbling, fretful 
hus Jand, Mr* Croaker. She is mirthful, light-hearted and 
cheerful as a lark. Land-carriage fishery--- the question of 
cod fishery was one of the burning and irritating questions 
of the day. Stamp act — the increasing debt of tlie mother- 
country induced the Ilritish ministers in 1764 to attempt 
to raise a revenue in America by imposing a stamp duty on 
newspapers and commercial writings. The people declared 
themselves against it as one man, and the liritish ministers 
after fierce discussions, repealed the tax. Jaghire — {Hindi) 
a district, the government and revenues of which are assign- 
ed to some person, usually in consideration ot some service 
to be rendered, esp, the miintenance of troops. I'he con- 
'quest of Bengal in 1757 led to tlie discussion of the question 
of the distribution of Jaigirs in the Parliament. Tatk.,Jkem 
— s[)eak for 2 hours without feeling any necessity of studying 
books. Is HO stranger to— acquainted with. Eminence 
— superior talents. Gad — God. ashamed by your 

praise. Bespatter — lit., to sprinkle with dirty water, mud 
etc. ; to asperse with calumny or reproach. Levees — general 
or miscellaneous gatherings. Upon my soul — an oath. 

Measures.., mark— always attacked the measures 
which are introduced, but have never indulged in personal 
attacks iipon^heir framers. Mark—\so\\n of attack. As mere 
men — as private individuals. greatness. Ac* 

cessible to — open to receive. Foible — weakness ; failing ; 
weak point. Speaks —addresses a meeting. 

Page 108 . Is prodigious — shows wonderful abilities, 
treats them with ridicule. Them — his enemies. I dart 
I<7V— probably. Don’ /...assurance — have enough Iwldness. 

In bronze— Wke a statue cast in bronze ; full of boldness, 
impudence, “brass.** Apropos —by the way ; a w.ird used 
to introduce an incidental observation, suited to the occa* 
sion, though not strictly belonging to the narration. Put 
eluded; refused. Taki...bHUoa—'^x^%% him hard, sa 
that he can not elude m j or give me a refusal, Gilkat 
justice — is to be done- Borough interest •--i.e. he has con^ 
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nectioii with a borough^ an incorporated town that has the 
right offending members to pariiament. Bless ///f— an ex- 
clamation of surprise. Secretary of an officer of 

state, usually a member of the cabinet, who attends to the 
relations of a government with foreign courts. 

Para. 7. The scene,.. friends — Honey wood had stood 
security for a friend who al>sconded. As he failed to make 
good the money, his person and his property were seized 
at the instance of the creditor by two officers of the court— 
a bailiff and his follower. While they were in possession 
of the house, the servant announced that Miss Richland 
and her maid were waiting below. To conceal the fact of 
his arrest from the lady, Honeywood introduced the bailiff 
and his follower to her as gentlemen friends. 

Without — waiting below. Dress up — dress pompously. 
To improve the appearance of the bailiff’s follower, Honeyr 
wood caused him to be dressed in a suit of his own clothes. 
Bailiff — a Sheriff’s deputy appointed to make arrests, etc, 
bringing ruin upon. Pit — the part of a theatre 
behind the stalls ; (here) the audience that sit in the pit. Cf. 

Those who sat in the lowest rows, which are called the pit, seem* 
cd to consider thetnstilves as judges of the merit of the pool and 
the performers. Not one in a humlrod of them knew even the 
flrst principles of criticism . — The Citizen oj the World. 

Low — vulgar. Took up the cry — echoed the same 
opinion. “ Language uncommonly low, ’’ said the worthy 
London Chronicle in its criticism. Professed 

Shocked — disgusted. Cut them «;/// — removed the bailiff 
scene. Distracted — mad. Cries — of disapprobation, //isses — 
uttered as a token of contempt. Reasstired — freed from 
fear. “The fourth act saved the piece ; for ,Sbuter, who had 
the main comic character of Croaker, was so varied and 
ludicrous in the execution of the scene that he drew down 
thunders of applause.” Tribulations — tortures he suf- 
fered on receiving “the incendiary letter.” Shuter. 

Page 107. Character— Croaker. Comic... colouring 
—i.e.^ splendid acting of the comic scene. His execution of 
the part was so brilliant, and the humour displayed was so itig 
im^(able that the character of Croaker appeared as new etc. 

PltFR* 8> SmtUDary. The pla/ was on the whole faToarabl;^ 



mmsf Off 


180 




received. Goldsmith fi^ot £500. The bailiff cicene, which bad been 
removed from the etago, was roetored in the pablic edition. 

In good spirits — very cheerful. Favourite ballad — He 
even sang his favourite song about An Old woman tossed 
in a Blanket seventeen times as his»h as the Moonl^ Bank- 
/f«f— producing an exceedingly painful effect. Horrid tor- 
tures-^Ticute agony of mind. The dash — denotes that some 
word is omitted. The omitted word is devil Sensitive- 
acute sensibility of feelings. sudden display. 

Hysterical emotion — convulsive agitation of mind ; refers 
to his bursting out a-crying. Excitement — agitation of 
mind caused hy his anxiety about the play and by the 
hisses and cries of the pit. By — by drinking. Its sub- 
sequent when it was again acted. 

Offending bailiffs — which had shock(‘d 
the taste of the pit and of the critics. Three— third, 
sixth, and ninth nights were appropriated to the author. 

Page 108. Appealed... pa — The pit had condemned 
the bailiff scene as Mow,* and Goldsmith in deference to 
the popular will had removed it from the stage. But in 
restoring the scene in his published edition, Goldsmith 
appealed to the judgment of posterity. Blackguard follower 
— villainous attendant, disgusting. In the 

whenwe read the bailiff scene in the drama. 

Scrupulous — fastidious in taste. There is etc. — It is true we 
now and then meet with the coarse oath — damn. Permitied 
.. .play fulness to use the little oath (sarcastic.) 

Serve in the Fleet — Miss Richmond asked Honeywood 
if the gentlemen were in the marine service. Honeywood 
answered that they served in the fleet. This expression may 
mean— (r) “served in the fleet ox navy ; were officers in the 
navy*’ ; (I) “were officers of the Fleet prison, /. r., bailiffs. 
Honeywood was thus literally correct in his statement. 

Qag — a speech or phrase interpolated (inserted) offhand 
by an actor on the stage in his part as written, usually con- 
sisting of some seasonable or local allusion ; local or season- 
able hit (slang), tParranty— (the same word as guaran- 
tee) sign or mark. We do not find any trace of such *gag' 
being used in the play as it is published. # 
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QUESTIONS ft ANSWERS. 

1- What stonr Is told by BoswsU about Ooldsmith 7 
Discuss its trustwortbiness. 

One day while Johnaqn wng giving hii friends a desoripUon of 
bis interview with the King, (Goldsmith, who WM preaent, nppf^arod 
to take no intereat in the theme, but remained eeattMl on o aofn 
at n iliatanoe in a moody fit of abetraotion ; at length reeollecttng 
bimqoir, ho sprang up and exolaimed with hif usual frank iiosg and 
simplicity, \yeU, you have acquitted yourself in the couvorKatiou 
bettor than I should have done, for I should have bowed and Htnin- 
mcrod through the whole of it.** He afterwards ex]>lainod his 
Booming inattention, by saying that his mind was comph*ii-ly occu- 
pied w'ich his play, and by fears lest Johnson, in his prr3Hoiit ntato 
of royal excitement, would fail to furnish the pcologuo. 

How natural and truthful is this explanation. Yet RdswoH 
prosnmos to prononneo Goldsmith's inattention as affoct.od, nnd 
says, “It was strongly suspected that he was fretting with chagrlii 
find oiivy at the singular honour Johnson had lately enjoyed “ AH 
these ‘miapicions* of the envy of his friend may safely l>© disoardod, 
for they are m?ro guesswork. It needed the Hbtlenosa of mind 
of Boswell to ascribe such pitiful motives to Goldsmith and to 
entertain such exaggerated notions of the honour paid to Johnson. 

n. Explain the canses of the personal differences be- 
tween Goldsmith and Garrick- 

Soc explanation of the fiassage, Arrangigmeni .,Qarricki see p. 171. 
III. Describe the incident which, according to lUack, 
should be ever remembered in Goldsmith’s honour. 

When Goldsmith was literally living from hand to month by the 
forced drudgery of his pen, his indepeodenoe of spirit was «.ribjof- 
ted to a sore pecuniary trial. It was the opening of Lord Norrh’s 
administration, a time of great poUtioal excitement. The public 
mind was agitated by the question of American taxation and 
other questions of like irritating tendency. Juntos and Wilkes and 
other powerful writers were attacking the administration with all 
their force. Grub Street was stirred up to Its lowest dopf l»s. In- 
flammatory talents of all kinds were in full activity, and tho king- 
dom was deluged with pamphlets, lampoons and lihols of the 
grossest kinds. The ministry were anxiously looking out for literary 
support. It was thought that the pen of Goldsmith might bo 
really enlisted. Accordingly, one Scott was sent to negoLiatq 
with thapoofc This is his acoouut...repatatiotiB. (Soo Text p. 102). 

i6 
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IV. Explain the ‘unities.' See Expi. of Cnttiei ; p. 177. 

V. How does Black Justify the occasional low language 
of the Bailiffs 7 As llono^'wood introduced the two bailiffs as 
officers in the navy, it is but natural that they should now and then 
indulge in swearing ; for English officers aro generally allowed that 
liberty. llcHhlea there is ajwjthcr reason why they should bo made 
to indulge in occaHiotml oaths. If their language had been very 
polished and their manners very cultured and delicate, Mias 
Hichland, who wns to Bot Iloneyw'ood free from the myrmidons 
of the law. would never have suspected that they were bailiffs and 
that Honey wood had been arrested for debts. 

VI. Write a brief critiQue of the play and its principal 

characters. VVo find but little bright ..anti til OSes. (Text, p. 103). 

The leading characters in the piece are throe. The young 
Honeyw'ood, the hero of the pbiy, is, and remains throughout, a 
Bomowhat ghostly personage. He has attributes ; but no flesh 
or blood. 8 l’(' M oil's p. 175. 

The next ehuraelor introduced — the inimitable Croaker— has 
much more Hiibsiniiee and is one of the best drawn characters of 
modern comedy. He rev<*la in evil forehodings and drinks deep 
of tlie luxury of woe. See Notes )>. ITfl. 

The third character is .lack Lolly, whose ideal H(‘qiinintances are 
in excellent Inirmony with Die iiiiagirmr} misfortunes of Croaker. 
Who is not di'lighted w it li .lack Lofty and his ‘ diichosKy ’ talk — 
his airs of putronago, his nivsterious hints, Iub gay familiarity 
with the great, Fiis nudncjous lying? 

VII. Explain with reference to the context. 

(a) Boswell ti lls a fiH)liwh story about (loldsmith. 

(h) But nothing canui of Heynolds’s inleiwontion. 

(r) Aiiotbor patron . wiis civilly bowed to the door. 

(</) He hns lofet all patienca, 

(t ) I believe iliat would stop his month for a while- 
(/) Whnt will fill their mouths in the meantime? 

VIII. Explain the allusions. 

(cT) An interview with bis sovereign. 

(h) The rival theatre in Covent Garden. 

(r) His interview witli the Karl of Northumberland. 

(ti) Oar old fnend Beau Tibbs... Jack Lofty. 

(r) The scene in wltich... gentlemen friends. 

t IX. Explain. , 

(u) Arraiigouicnt ot p«r8onal differ8Dce«...BefnoIda. 
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(1‘) But this durk prrouml miirht mak(' ..tho more. 

(r) The uo"\ce .'mtiknig hts ckuractcrs erp'atn thcm-ielvcA. 

(<1) Tho epijjrram*< ar* lifi.le more than forrnu' ’antithosoa. 

{^) The >onnj^ Honey wood ..no flesh or blood. 
ff) He W(i» only a itif>frarfiOi\ 

(g) ^toa«uro8, not men, have Imen my Trmrk. 

(h) Tho pit was of onintoii that it was low. 

X- Write notes on. (• arriok. anynxia domi. Sinj^iilar 

prolojjue. Sonorous piceo of molanch >1y. M iludy of ima^riiiatioii. 
B»'novolont undo. Spoken af the audieure. Younpf Hono 3 ^wood. 
Epiurnim. Anritin^s^s. Crviakor. The crot-if-purpo^e.^oflhelf^crjy. 
The unitic;^. l)u(‘hoH.s> talk. Laml oarriacro fishery. Stantp net. 
Ja^hire. J am in bronze. Apropos, ('omie richnens of hi« col- 
(iUrii»i(, Sliill y-shall^'ifejc Civilly bowed to this door. The luxury 
of woe. Cut*thro:it of jniblie ropul.aliori. Oa (j;. Servo in the lloei. 


CH.\PTER XIII. 

Para- 1 . Summary. ildsmirh bnm.s the onmllo at bolh ends. 
He taki'S fine e.hnmbers, huvs fine fiiniiLiire and line cIoLIior, end 
gives dinners to lino ncipiaintanncs. 

Page 109, introduced ^in usher bcin;; an 

officer whoso business is to introdncf strangers), 

HxiUyon period —\x tmie of peace and hap[)iness (the hal- 
cyon or kingfisher being a bird that was once believed to 
make a floating nest on the sea, which remained calm 
while it was hatching ; hence, halcyon days pe;v'cful 
tune). Only nputation -i. They did not bring him 
much pecuniary profit. To have about him —to keep with 
him. He soon look eflective means to disembarrass him 
self of the money. Vurchase — He bought tlie lease of a 
suit of apartments. Deroration--\\^ furni;»hed the rooms 
with mahogany .sofas, card tables, book-cases, curtains, mir- 
rors, and Wilton carpets. Decorum— \yco\W\^iX.y of manners 
and conduct. see p. 148. Minuet— -(Yx. metiu — 

small) a slow, graceful, stately dance with short steps. For- 
feits — games in which something is staked &y the parlies, 
and lost. Blind-man's-buff— di play in winch one person is 
blind-folded and tries to catch some one of tho company. 

^lackstone — 1723-1780 : an eminent English lawyer. 
was at this time finishing the fourth volume of his Conimm- 
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larks on the Laws of England. He was knighted and 
made a justice of the Court of Common Pleas. Uproar — 
distracting social noise. Nondescript — (something not yet 
described) miscellaneous ; heterogeneous. 

Pag^e 110. Asked oat — invited. Tyrian h/nom — rich 
purple colour. The finest purple dye waspiepared in an- 
cient 'I’yre. Grain — a reddish dye. Satin grain 
saiin. l*ut a comma after Garter — a band to tie the 

stocking to the leg. Bf etches — trousers ; pantaloons (colloq.) 

Goldsmith’s tailor. Proper — becoming dress. 
Airs of consequence^ 2,^Q.c\2X\ox\ of importance. 

K*‘lly — Hugh ; Goldsmith's boon companion of tlie 
Wednesday Club. He was a hack-writer and reviewer. He 
wa.s the author of P\ilse Deh.acy. Rival — Kelly's play, 
Pahe Deluacy^ was set up by Garrick as a kind of rival 
to Goldsmith’s comedy. Of the hour --{ox the time being. 

Pound. ..home — procured me warm invitations. Dr. 
Nugent — the father-in-law of Burke. As against -dcs an 
instance of Goldsmith’s affectation of importance. 

Sterne — Lawrence. He was educated for the church and 
got a living at Sutton in Vork. In 1759, he published hi.s 
Tristram which had an instantaneous and im- 

mense success. Fou nd... engage me nfs— 0 \\ coming to London, 
he found himself one of the literary lions of the day and 
the honoured guest of the rich and the noble. ‘ One 
is invited to dinner where he dines.’ said Gray, ‘a fortnight 
beforehand.’ He boasted of dinner engagements four- 
teen deep — Fourteen deep — a common military 
phrase, meaning 14 men standing one after another, not 
side by side. Here it means that he was invited to dinner, 
at different places*, for 14 successive days. Scri/dder — a 
petty literary hack. Cf. 'Lhe scribbler^ pinched woth hunger, 
writes to dine. — Granville, — the False Delicacy. 

Undeserved popularity — Kelly’s False Delicacy is totally 
devoid of character and is now totally forgotten. But it 
was brought out by Garrick at Drury I^ne with all the 
trickery of managerial management, and it enjoyed a ficti- 
tious prosperity for a time. Hole-and-corner — lit., clandes- 
tine ; here, private. CV/^— lit., a slice of meat ; here, dinner. 

Page 111. Smart — showy. Is announced---\\i^ host 
is informed of his arrival by some attendant. Grave--- 
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formal. R<igs^4 — wearing threadbare clothes. Crust, —a 
piece of bread grown hard or dry ; bare sustenance, /^uh- 
Hing,..apoikecary — carrying messages for a chemist. 

Para. 2- Suznznar/. Goldamith sometimea malcoa up a rural 
party, and oujo^a what ho humorously calls a 'shuomuker's holiday.’ 

Qrand airs — airs of importance. Imposition — deceived ; 
made any impression upon, showed. Good taste — • 

good breeding. Prompted — instigated. Resent indig- 
nant at. Thus, G. was very angry when some of his friends 
addressed him as ‘Goldy*. liigk jinks — see p. 26. Resorted 
— had recourse to. Permitted a freedom — allowed them to 
take such liberties with him. Discard — cast off ; displace. Cf. 

In iho Wednoiiday Club, of which G waa a membor, there was a 
pig-biitchet*, who alwaya addroaaed him in a free and easy tone. 

Como, Noll, ” would lie say, as ho pledged him, “here’s iny 
Borvioo to you, old buy !’* One of G ’a frionda was shocked at the 
uvor-t'amiliariiy of the fellow, and wbiapored to G. that ho should 
not allow such liberties. * Let him alone, * waa the reply, ‘you will 
see how civilly 1 will let him down. * After a time G. called oul 
with marked politeness and coroiuony, “ Mr. B. , 1 have thehouour 
of drinking to your gbod health.** But the fellow had been nttoriy 
spoiled by the undue familiarity which G. had always allowod 
him ; and G. failed to keep him at a distance. “ Thank 'c«\ 
thank’ee, Noll, *’ nodded the pig-butcher, scarce taking the pipo 
out of bis mouth. “1 don't see the effect of your ivprool,” 
whispered G.’s friend. “ I give it up, ’’ replied G., “X ouglir. to 
have known before now there ie no putting a ptj in tko right iV'tij." 

Butt — a person at whom ridicule, jest, or contempt is 
directed Recoj^nized — well-known. IVas ailihoe<l,,,Goldy — 
was at perfect liberty to cut a joke at Goldsmith's uxpjnse. 

familiar and abbreviated form of Goldsmith. Put 
on record — recorded. Poorest sort — most ^worthless kind. 

The horse-collar is,.. ojf — In pre-Shaksperian plays we conic 
across a set of pantomimic clowns, called “ horse collars," 
because they used to put on horse-collars when they appear- 
ed on the stage. These clowns indulged in vulgar and in- 
decent jests and practical jokes. The horse-coflar is never far- 
The jokes indulged by the members of the tavernf-and 
clubs which Goldsmith frequented, were low and coarse 
like those of the horse-collars or pantomimic clowns of the 
pre-Sbaksperian plays. There was little sparkling wit or 
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bright humour in their jokes. The jokes were rough, 
vulgar, coarse, inelegant and indelicate. 

Dismal — dreary ; coarse. Humours — witticisms. The club 
— the Wednesday Club where the members took great 
liberties with him. Pictute — description. Shoe-makef^s 
holiday — see Q. II. worried. Bolhered—vcx^, 

Pru^al-- which cost them a very small sum of money. 

Pag^e 112. Cooke — an Irish law student. He had 
chambers in the Temple. He became a writer for the news- 
papers, and was known as Coniiersaiion Cooke from the title 
of his most successful poem entitled Coniiersaiion. 7"urn 
out — produce. Manufactured stitjff — works, the materials of 
which he got from other books. Strike for — win. 

Lovely — beautiful ; sweet. Boiver — (A.S. Bur — a dwell- 
ing) abode ; rusttc cottage. 'Fhe word orig. meant ‘private 
apartments of ladies.* The plural use of the word is poetic. 

Of innocence and ease — abs. for con., where harmless and 
happy villagers dwell. Ease — freedom from cares and 
anxieties Seals of y me Ih —home whf're I spent the youth- 
ful days of my life. The plural is used poetically. Could 
please — had the power of giving me delight, because I was 
a youiigroan full of life and health, and s[>tirts and games 
had not yet palled upon me. Please governs me understood. 

Z^z/irw/-— lingered to look with loving eyes upon the 
charms of the village. gra^-sy meadows. The 

loveliness of the scenery made me linger over the 
meadows. Humble happiness — the sports and amusements 
of the poor.- villagers. Endeared... scene — rendered every 
scene dear to my heart. Paused stopped to gaze with 
joy. Charm — beautiful objects, as, cot, farm, brook, mill, 
church, bush etc. Sheltered cot — cottage nestled amidst 
trees — protected from bleak blasts by the trees which 
surrounded it. carefully tilled. Nemrfaiiing— 

constantly flowing ; which never t^comes dry. Brook — 
rivulet, always at work. nice; neat. Topi 

— stood on the top or summit of. Neighbouring 

Hawthorn bush - bower made of hawthorn — the common 
hedge-plant. Seats — benches. Beneath the j/i<i<s^-^under 
, the shadow of the bush. Talking — garrulous. Age^zb^. 
for con. ; old people. IVhhpering — who carry on their 
and breathe their vows in a soft, subdued voices 
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Bad , , . work -‘•fair work for a m or n i ng. Reminiscences — 
recollections. met together ; assembled. 

Page 113. Higfihury Barn — a road-side inn in the 
suburbs of London. Tlie dinner hour in the ordinary or 
hotel was one, a primitive hour. Adjourned— ytoiwX.. White 
,..Housey The Grecian, or Temple, Globe — names of inns. 
Concluded —finished the pleasure trip. Ordinary— ‘ihc meal 
furnished in an eati ng house. Pastry — articles of food made 
of paste —a soft composition of flour moistened with milk. 

—law-students, who had apartments in the 
Temple in London. 'Fhe Temple was at one time the 
abode of the Knights Templars (an order of military 
monks who swore to devote their lives to the deliverance 
of the Temple oi Jerusalem from the hands of the Saracens), 
but it is now converted into law colleges. I^ft off trade— ^ 
retired from business. Fete — {French ; pr. /ate) feast. 

Para. 3. Summary. Goldttmith rents the Edgewuro Oottnt^o (tlio 
Shoo*inaker*8 [laradise) and sets to work on the Hintory of Home. 

Sti en/^th — fi r m n ess, Deci five — st rong. Morass of debt — 
pecuniary entanglements. —money taken before 

the work is finished. Contracts — engagements. Sudden — at 
some moment of contrition. Temptation — i.e., of living a 
gay life in London. Grapple — face and fight resolutely. 

surrounded. Mr, Bait — a barrister and man of 
letters, who occupied the rooms opposite GoldsmillFs. He 
was an intimate friend of (ioldsmith. 

A cottage — 'I'he cottage belonged to a rich shoe-maker, 
who decorated it with statues, jets, etc. C.jfoldsmith gave 
it the name of The Shoe-maker's Paradise, 

Pagre 114. Inducement — motive. Occasional seclusion 
—retirement from the bustle of the town frogi time to time. 
Excursions — trips. Hurried.,. moment — ilU: works of ephe- 
meral interest which he hastily wrote for the booksellers. 

He never forgot. . .poet — He was keenly conscious of bis 
duties and responsibilities as an English ]x>et. He was 
perfectly alive to what the present and futdre generations 
expected from him. Journalistic bullies— scurrilous 
literary reviewers. Vent — pour. Spleen — spite ; malice. 

The wits'... as before — The witlings of the Wednesday Club 
irfight indulge in their coarse, and vulgar jokes at Gold^ 
smith’s expeuse, as they did before. See Notes p. 185. 
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//tf had.., his ^irZ—He enjoyed the supreme bliss which 
a poet alone enjoys. Poetry was his * solitary pride — the 
source of all his bliss. ’ When he wrote the graceful, 
sweet, and tender lines of his poem, which were to carry 
his name to the remotest generations and to be the literary 
treasures of the English people, he forgot his miseries 
caused by pecuniary difficulties and the spiteful attacks of 
the critics, and his heart was filled with unspeakable peace. 

J^o ojii etc. — He alone could fully appreciate etc. Finished 
—polished. One of...ireasurei — a work of the highest value. 

Para* 4' Summary. Goldsmith is attacked by the critics. 
Literary cut-throats — critics who devoted their talents to 
murder the reputation of successful authors. The advice — 
see Q. III. Cultivate — practise. Absolute indifference — perfect 
apathy. Said — written in prose. Sum^ — written in poetry. 
Campbells eU. — wretched hack-writers, who scribbled for 
periodicals and cried down distinguished writers. 

Page 115. Vindicating Defied — challen- 
ged. — abominable. Hexameter — a verse of six feet. 

MaJiime.. tecum— you wish, I desire to fight, i.e.^ to 
engage in a literary discussion, with you. Observation — ck- 
perienco. Literary history ^Wi^tory of the literature of hi.s 
country. In which. ..read — which he had profoundly mastered. 
The place... in them — No amount of puffing can give a 
book any permanent value. The puffers by their exaggerated 
praise may give a book an ephemeral popularity ; but if 
the book has no true worth, it will soon be consigned 
to the limbo i)f oblivion. Similarly, no amount of deirac- 
tion can harm a really good book Its intrinsic merit will 
enable it to force itself up through the filth of foul criti- 
cism and attract public notice by its worth and beauty. 

Estimation — opinion. — condescends. Wrangle-^ 

quarrel angrily. slanderers. Die — perish ; be 

forgotten. supported by argument. 

Battledore y shuttlecock — In a game of battledore and 
shuitlecock, there are two players who stand on the op- 
posite sides of a room, each with a battledore (something like 
a tennis bat) in liand. One player strikes a shuttlecock 
.(something like a tennis l>all) with his bat and beats \X. for- 
ward to the other end of the room, when it is strucl» by 
the second player, who beats it back to the first player, and 
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thus the shuttlecock is kept up flyinii; about the room. If 
there is one player, the -luittlecock will tie beaten forward, 
but it will soon fall 10 the iirouml, there bcinij no battledore 
at the other end to beat it bark, rhusin keep up the shuttle- 
cock, there must be two players, and the sluittlecock must 
be struck at both emis of the room. Battlidore — an instru- 
ment with a liandlr and a Hat part used to strike a shullle- 
cockin play. ShuttUi:otk —'x cork stut'k with feathers, which 
is to be struck by a battledore in play. (Jf. 

With rei'ard to thtj diwuHftion of the malter (fnmino in India) 
in tln' Hoiiao of Cotninona, he (Mr. Maclean, M. i* ) would ot>ly HUy 
that iu hirt opinion, tlie Secreiary of State for India and tho 
ViC'Toy Inul been playini' the <>J hnfHcAore iiu>l Hkuttlocnck with 
respect to tin* reaponaibility in the mutter. Tim Secretary «)f Stiite 
8ni«l that the Viceroy hud only to apply to the lloino (biverninent 
if he wanted lielp, but at the sumo time tin* Vici’roy hud received u 
Btronj' hint that hi" was not to apply to the Home (Joverninent for 
a tjrant of money j so tho Viceroy of India had been obliged to 
eadtrin^ (beiTj^injif) round tho wot Id. 

up — />. above the ground. Bcafvn sent. 

Fiime ivas.^Ahiitledare — As in the ^ 
and shuttlecock, the shutllet'ock can only be kept up above 
The j^rdTTnd T)^ two persons sinkini( at it, on<t constantly 
sending it forward and the othc rjis ofte n beating it bat k, 
so in real Ido, fame can only oekept ii[^ by one, perspn 
trying to enhance his fume and a body of malii?ners trying 
to beat it back or decry it. man’s fame soon sj)rt*.ads over 
the land, if he has a 4 ttr g O "«urnbcr of dedrytors. These 
men by- constantly^ iny.eii^l^W againsf liim lioth in the 
press and on the platform, give a free advertisement of his 
name and work, and thus help to make him famous in a 
very short time. As in the game of battled ">ie‘ and sbultle- 
cock. the shuttlecock cannot be keot AU) above the ground, 
if there only one person lo beat it forward, but no one 
to beat it back, so in n al life, maintains Dr. Johnson, 
a man’i? fame cannot be kept up, if he has not a large body 
of detractors to brin" him pronlinently before the public by 
constantly reviling him and his works. 

JVo savtnj^ etc. — He constantly quoted. Apophthegm— 
a •short pointed saying ; a maxim. — Richard ; a 

distinguished divine, critic, and classical scholar. His 
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Dissertation on the Ephties of Pkalaris cointiunccd a new 
era in scholarship by introdu^inj^ principles of historical 
criticism which were Uum unknown (1661-1742) 

No man was . . rhimse/f -No amount of malicious and 
a d an author any harm. He alone 
can injure his refutation by writing worthless books. Critics 
mi;^ht cry down a T)Ook, but if it has real merit, the public 
are sure to t ike to it in spite of the critics. But if he writes 
worthless books, his reputation wall soon be destroyed 
and he will have to thank himself for it. 

Para 5. Suxnixiary- <iol(I«milh was Hon'^itivo to a dog-rco, and 
it paiiifj iifl to think that sliould Iir\'o had to siiftor so. 

7 / IV as not... what soever -C. could never at any time of 
his life bear with imliffeience the spiteful attacks of the 
critics. Johnson reg.irded them wMth supreme unconcern. 
But O. WMS the very reverse of Johnson. He always felt 
keenly the stin:; of satire. Like the monument — Johnson wrote 
a tragedy entitled Iren'*^ which was [)layed at Drury I^ne 
Thj play did not enteh lh(^ popular fancy and was soon 
withdrawn. Wlvn he was asked by his friends how he 
received the news of the failure of his play, he replied, 
“ Why, like the rnonuinimt, ” />., with as much apathy as a 
stone rnonumeiU, — with the utmo-.t indifference. 

Monument — i.e , an inanimate thing which has no power 
of feeling. It refers to Johnson who towered like a monu- 
ment among the literary men of his day. 

To a {h\i;ree '-extremely, Denuneiation — public accusation. 
EiS^niien c/‘~arising from. Unheeded — w'lthout paying the 
sliglitest attention. Woundtdy^. quick — hurt most sorely. 

QuLk — ong , It meant ‘alive,’ as, Christ shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing. It was then applied 
to the most sensitive part of the flesh ; then fig., to the 
most tender emotions. Thackeray — see Notes j>. 4. Quick 
— ready ; delicate. Shockin^c; — disgusting. Contumely — 
insolence ; reproach. Tulwar /////><? —coarse ridicule. 

Brutal— heartless. Malignity — intense ill-feeling. Pertvri- 
misrepresenting. Woman tic — Cioldsmiih was gentle 
and helpless as a woman and innocent as a child. 

Pag*e 1 16. Goldsmith's revenge etc. — Goldsmith amply 
avenged himself upon the motley crew of critics by 
publishing his immortal works, the Traveller^ etc. They are 



LIFE OF GOLDSMITH. 


xiil] 


I9I 


the best defence, of his character against the malicious 
attacks of the critics. They are his noblest appeals to the 
public. Clime — were published. Anonynums malignity — 
the foul attacks of dastardly wretches who dared not affix 
their names to their malicious effusions. Pursued^i.e.^ 
dogged his steps ; attacked. As btsl he to the best 

of his capacity. Dtjerring — yielding deference to ; showing 
respect to. He could Thti iiiaiks of respect he 

received from the really {.’:reat men of his day, should have 
made him forget etc. Lihciling clan — the infamous crew 
of critics, who lived by writing defamatory articles upon 
the great men of the time. dV/iw— tribe ; body. 

PaiftS 6 & 7. Summary. <L>)(lsmith of ton mado Bad blunders 
in convprrtation. Somotimofl ho whb vorv hni*| y in his rcpIloR. 

Bludgeon —71 short stick with om; end thicker and hcivier 
than the other ; the severe strictures of Johnson. Honest 
Goldy — so was (loldsmitli railed by Johnson, Coterie — a 
set of persons who meet familiarly for literary purpo.ses ; the 
Literary (,'lub. It con id.., enough — Johivson sometimes 
severely castigated his adversary. Incautious — unwary. For 
that reason— i.e.^ to make us f(»rgct what is disagreeable. 

If he sat next you — If a person has the misfortune to 
sit near such a brainless bore, sucli a dull and disagree- 
able fellow as you are, he may be allowed to drink in order 
to forget your existence. 

Considerate to7vard5—Q \TiS\i\ vioX to wound the feelings 
of. Disadvantages — see Q. V. Entered the li^is — engaged 
in verbal contests with Johnson. Lists iti the [dural, 
means the ground enclosed for a combat ; hence, to enter 
the lists— \.o engage in contest. For one thing— a rule; 
generally. Those evenings — />., spent in the Literary (Jlub. 

Drifted— flo3iitid towards; turned about. 7'ooh...turn 
—turned about the definitions of phrases. He had... way 
— he carried all before him ; he won an easy victory 
over his antagonists. 

Confused... self consciousness — His eager desire to shine in 
conversation, his keen sensitiveness to ridicule, hi.s acute 
mortification when he failed, often made him confused. 

Paffe 117. Seif-coHsdousness — over-sensitiveness Tern- 
ter —cool, even disposition. Mortified — vexed. Contends-^ 
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engages in any discussion. Addition — of reputation. 
Gets the better — wins a victory. 

The fabU of the /it fie fishes — Talking of fables, (ioldsmith 
once observed th it the anim ils introduced in them seldom 
talked in character. H(i then recited the fable of the little 
fishes, who saw birds fly over their heads, and envying 
them, petitionefl Jupiter to be chiinge I into birds. ‘The 
skill,’ conlinuetl he, ‘consists in making them talk like little 
fishes.’ This — />., to make fi'>hes talk in simple lariguage. 

Til! k /ike — Jolinson's language was very grand, 

elaboiale and antithe tic. 'I’o ‘affirm* and ‘deny’ were in 
Johnsonese to “ pronounce sonoious periods of respectful 
profession” and *' monosyllables of coldness.” Ilis grand 
language was therefore fit to he used by whales — huge sea- 
animals whic h s(»metimes attained the length of looft. 

Sa^e — Johnson. Blac k uses the woid with a tinge 
of sarc'asm because Johnson’s questions and answ^ers were 
very foolish. pieces of flesh from the; hinder part of 

an animal. — delicacies. Pnfound/y -very 

wisely ^Jronical). Pr,ut/m/ — ( rold.smith ; see p. 50. 
Deserved - i. e., this foolisli answer. ProS'oked -caUed forth. 

Para. 7. Poets' Corner — s«;o p. 138. T/ie story etc. C'f. 

Onc'o Jolinson ami (viMsmilii to!>k a stroll into \VoHt.nnn«»t.or 
Al>l»oy. Tlu*y stoo<l tou:oLli<*r ia !*-»(•( V Coriior ami «urv<>y(*(l tho 
KKmuments liicrary worl'nort, ami the imf nral thought probalily 
rose in thr huihIp of botii, “ lVrha]>n onr nanicp, too, will one day 
1)0 nungled with l.lmirH." , 1 . wluHperpd (ho liopc in a li'cvtin verse, 
j^lorsiraii etno.striim ncmien tni.sei'hitnr istia. 

PcTli:\]>a too our namva will ininjjflo with tlioirs. 

They walked away from the Ahhey together, and arrived at 
Temple Uiii, >vhero tho heads of the Jacobite rebola, execMitod for 
treason, were still rot tingal»)fT on spikes Here G. stopped Johnson, 
pointed to the j^hastly lienda, and slyly returned the whisper, 
F»irsitan et no.titrurn iiomen mi'^cehitur istts. 

I'erhap.s too our natnc’^s will n\iuErU^ with theira. 

The first refers to the eminent piMjta. The which 

Goldsmith repc^aled with emphasis, refers to the boheadod felons. 

Pag« 118 . IFe/e confronted — / saw in their front, 
.Heads — of the Ja»:ohitcs who had been beheaded for trea.son. 
Their heads were exposed on spikes to strike terror i^to 
the hearts of other malcontent Jacobites. Opinionated--^ 
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unduly adhering to one's own opinion. AuthenticaUd — 
proved to be true: Tkraie — sec Notes p. 127. 

Tossed and — treated very roughly. The metaphor 

is taken from a mad liull attaeking a person, tossing (throw- 
ing up Violently) him up with its horns and then goring 
(piercing or wounding) him. Boswell once said to 
Johnson, when he had won a brilliant victory over his op- 
ponents, “Sir, you have tossed and ^of'ed several persons.’’ 

j/V/’ he had etc, — K question was started whether 
people, who disagreed on a capital point, could live to- 
gether in friendship. Johnson said they might. Gohismith 
said they could not, as they had not the. same likings and 
the same aversions. Johnson slid that they must slum the 
subject on w'hich they disagreed. “But, sir,” Goldr^milh 
ventured say, “wdieii people live together etc.” 

They will... Blupdeard — 'fhey will feel extremely tempt- 
ed to talk on the subject which theyshonhl avoid; they 
will be placed in the self same .situation in which Blue- 
beard’s wife was placed when her husb.md gave her p<;r- 
mission to look into all the rooms of the house except one, 
and she felt irresistibly tempted to look into that room. 

The story of Bluebeard chevalier Ronl is a mer- 
ciless tyrant, with a blue beard. His young wife is en- 
trusted with all the keys of the castle, with strict in- 
junctions on pain of death not to open one special room. 
During the absence of her lord, the “forbidden triiit” is loo 
tempting to be resisted, the door is opined, and the young 
wife finds the floor covered with the dead bodies of her 
husband's former wives. She drops the key in* her terror, 
and by no means can obliterate from it the stains of bJoorl. 
On his return, Bluebeard commands her to pr.‘pare for 
death, but by the timely arrival of her brothers, her life is 
saved and Bluebeard is put to death. — Bretver. 

A sharp passage of arms — a severe verbal contest. 7 'he 
ordinary expression is. ‘pas-^age at arms.’ Cf. 

On one occa«ion there was a dtuner at the houBo of tho UillyH, 
boolcaellerd in tho Ponltry, at which were proseiit Moveral literary 
characsters and two dissenting clorgyraou. Tho eonrorsatiou tnrnod 
on the subject of religions toloration, and .rohnson monopolisod 
the greater part of the conversation. GoUlsmith, who was present, ‘ 
triad to apeak, but vraa overpowered by the loud voioo of Johusoiti 
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Just then one of the disputants was beginning to speak, when 
Johnson uttered some sound, as if to interrupt him. ^Sir*, said 
Qoldsmith to Johnson, *tho gentlemao has heard gpn patiently for 
an hour ; pray allow os now hear him ’ *Sir*, thundered Johnson, 

was not interrupting the gentleman ; 1 was only giving him a 
signal of my attention. Sir, you are tnij^rttnent.' 

Paj^e 119. Placidly -^\\\ a ger>ll« oanner. It Must,.. 
iN — when 1 am offended with you, the cause must be 
very serious. My love for you is so great that 1 am never 
offended with you for a trifling cause. mis- 
understanding. On as easy as friendly. Rattled 

away- talked idly and rapidly. For the rest — with regard 
to other matters. — powerfully defended 

Ooldsnuth. Doughty — valiant ; — now' seldom used except 
in irony or burlesque. Versatility — many-sidedness. Dis- 
i>ute — contradict. Verdict — judgment. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS. 

I. Describe Goldsmith's social entertainments. 

Goldsmith gavo a Hcrlus of eiitnriainuitints whioh wero ..that he 
might appoar in prop»*r guise So© Text, pp. lOO-llO. 

n Describe a “shoe-maker's holiday." 

Sometimes Goldsmith would make up a rural party to ©njoy 
what he humorously called a *' shoe-maker's holiday. ” A shoe- 
maker's holiday was a day .conversation. See Text, pp. 112-113. 

ni. What advice did Johnson give, to Cbldsmith when 
he was attached by the critics ? 

Goldsmith's increasing reputation made him an especial object of 
spiteful attack on the part of the literary ent-throats of the day, 
Johnson was a rough consoler to G., when wincing under such 
attfiicks. Never mind, sir,” said he toO., when he saw that he felt 
the atiug, “ a man whose business is to be talked of is much 
helped by being attacked. Sir, set the reviewers at defiance. ’* 

IV. What is Johnson’s opinion of Goldsmith as a 
disputant 7 “ The misfortune of G. in oonveraatico, ** said John- 
son, ” is this, he goes on without knowing how be is to get off. 
His genius is great, but his knowledge is small. G., rather than 
not talk, will talk of what he knows hixiself to be ignorant, which 
can only end in exposing him.** Goldsmitb.. vexed. See Text. 117 

V. Bzvlatii tti« c M ue» of Ooldoaitk’i AUwo to oUm 
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in Mcinfey. QoMginifeh had inddenlj risen to literary fame, 
and become one of the lions of the day. The highest regions of 
intellectual socioty were now open to him ; but he was not 
prepared to move in thorn with conftdanoe and suocoss. 

Baliymahon had not been a good school of manners at the ont-sot 
of life^ nor had his experience as a * poor student ’ at ooDoge and 
medical schools contributed to give him the polish of aooiety. He 
had brought from Ireland, as he said, nothing but his brogue 
and his blunders, ” and they had never left him. Tho continental 
tour, which in those days gave the finishing grace to the 
education of a patrician youth, had, with him, been little bettor 
than a course of literary vagabondiKing. It hod contributed little 
to disciplining him for the polite intercourse of tho world. His 
life in London had hitherto been a struggle with sordid oaros and 
humiliations. He had been a tutor, an apothecary's drudge, a 
petty pliyatoian of the suburbs, a bookseller's hof^k, drudging for 
daily bread. Each separate walk had boon beset by its peculiar 
thorns and humiliations. He was near forty when the publication 
of the Travelitr and the Vicar lifted him into celebrity. We aro 
not to be surprised, therefore, at finding him make an aa’kward 
figure in the elegant drawing-rooms which wore now open to him, 
and disappointing those who had formed an idea of him from tho 
fascinating ease and gracefulness of his poetry. — W. Irvin ff. 

VL Oharaeterixe doldsmith’s coiiTersatioii. 

Goldsmith shone most in conversation when he least thought of 
shining, when he gave up all e(I<)rts to cope with tho oracular sen- 
tentiousness of Johnson and gave way to his natural impulses. 
Even Boswell could perceive hts merits on these occasions. 'For 
my part', says he, ‘I like very well to hear honest G.*talk away care- 
lessly'*, and many a wiser man than Boswell-delighted in these out- 
pourings of a fertile fancy and a generous heart. In his happy 
moods, G. had an artless simplicity and bnoyant good hnmonr that 
led to a thousand amusing blunders much tfse entertainment 
of his intimates; yet. in his most thoughtless garrnlity, there was 
the gleam of the gold and the flash of the diamond •—* W. Irvinff. 

Vn. Goldsmitk wm fometimM fortunate In his witty 
contests. CHye some instances. 

(1) Goldsmith thus happily designated Johnson’s robust, 
sophistry. 'There is no arguing with Johnson, fur when his pistol 
mifses firtf he knocks you down with the butt end it* 

(2) Johnson was onUod a bear for his rough manners. Q. said, 
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Jolirjson has a roughncaB in hie manner, but no man alive has a 
more teiulcr heart. lie hu» nothing of the hear hut his skin,* 

(.'ij Cf. the fable of the little fislies. See Text, p, 117. 

(4) At supper they have, .a question. See Text, p. 117. 

(6) Cf. the story of (ioldsniith and Johnson iKMug in the Abbey. 

VIII. What was Johnson s opinion of Goldsmith as a man 

of letters ? Whuthur, indeed, we take him as a poet, as a comiu 
writiT, or as an historian, he standi in the first ciass. 

IX. Explain, noticing the allusions. 

(«) Kelly who was his rival of the hour. 

{h) Sterne found himself fourteen deep .ongagomonts. 

(r) lie hud written a play...Tin<loservod popularity, 

(d) This is not the rugged Irishman apothoeary. 

(c) lie permitted a fre«dt>m not very easy to discard. 

I/) The hoi st‘-collar is fai ofi, 

(;/) The nut)! of the tai^ern.,.he had the coyisolation of his art. 
(h) The 2>/<icG of hooks ..what is written in them, 

(t) Fame was a shuttlecock only one battledore. 

(j) 4 V 0 man teas ever written doivn but by hinihclf, 

(k) It was not given . to feel like the Monument, 

(0 It could come down heavily enough. 

('h) “ Vtvi, sit\ if he »ut ne.vt you," was the rejdy, 

(li; 1} you ?cei*e <0 make little fishes ..talk like whales, 

( 0 ) The story of Goldsmith and Johnson.. Poet's Comer. 

(/') Tliey wove confronted by the beads on Temple Bar. 

(v) '^hey tnll he in the .'ntuution , the story of Bluebeard. 

(») Ibie evening they had u sharp {>asBage of arms. 

(.S) It must he much from you, Utr, that I take ill. 

X. Write cnotes on. Halcyon periorl. Blackntone. Tyrian 
bloom, satin gram. Butt. Shoe-maker's holiday. Cooke. High 
jinks, liowers of iiitioeonce and ease. Loitered over thy green. 
Ordinary. Templara. Literary out-throats. Shuttlecock. Battledore. 
To feel like the Movunwnt. Wounded to the quick. Eiiteiied the lists. 
Bi'cume confused in liis eager self HJonsciousu ess. Tossed and gored* 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Para. 1. Summary. Goldsmith enters into an ongagement with 
Griffin to write the History of Animated Hature, 

Page 120. CoHsii/eration ^regard ; respect. 

undertaking. AnimaUd natural history. 
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Insidious — lying in wait for an opportunity to attack its 
prey. Lien Cjii writes thus about the savages of Canada. 

Here they reigned for ages without rivals, and knew no 
enemies but the prowling bear or the insidious ti^r.'* 
— The Citizen of the World. In the Deserted Villa^ey G. 
says, Where (in America) crouching tigers wait their hapless 
prey. Btit there are no tigers in America. — inhabitant. 

Backwoods — the forests on the frontiers of the United States. * 
Safe — reliable. Authority — a person whose opinions and 
statements may be believed. — contract. 

Pag'6 121. Entertaining Tackled — took 

up; began to work at the treatise earnestly. Another.., 
retreat — G. had given up the ‘shoe-maker’s paradise’ and 
had taken a room in a fartner’s house on the Edgware Road. 

the great poem written -by Cumoens, the 
epic poet of Portugal. J^te Lusiad is a gallery of picture.s, 
in which the great achievement.s of Portuguese heroism arc 
represented. It w.is translated into English by William 
Julius Mickle, a Scotch poet, the author of the ballad of 
Cutntwr Hall, Scraps — fragments ; bits. Scrawled — written 
inelegantly. In hand— in the course of preparation, Florus^ 
Eufropius -‘L aUw historians. Vertot — a French historian. 
He wrote the History of the Roman Revolutions. 

Para. 2. S nmmay y. U is a great pity that GoUlsmith wasted 
hia time in compiling histories and biographies instead of a)tplytiig 
himself wholly to works of imoginittiun. 

Involved him in — induced him to entangle himself with. 
Parnell — an Irish poet. He was the author of The Hermit, 

. But the depressing... it— Wni it is a matter of^reat pity that 
G., who could write such lovely poems as the Traveller^ 
should have devoted his magic gifts to com[)iling histories, 
a task which could safely have been entrusted to men of 
mediocre abilities, disheartening. 

Page 122. U appy... expression— curiosafelkitas 

of expression, the magic use of words.’ Pair compromise — 
reasonable settlement. Appearance— pubMcdiiion. Works 
of imagination — poetry, drama, etc. >repeat. T'rusied 

to — depended solely upon his poems for his bread and bed. 
Academic dinners — annual dinners in connection with the 
Rijyal Academy of Arts (founded in 1768) of which Gold- 
smith was appointed Professor of Jlistory. 
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1 cannot afford,,. startle — At the annual dinner of the 
Academy, Ix>rd Lisburn made complimentary enquiries 
aft^ a new poem which G. was writing. G. answered, “ If a 
man tries to earn his livelihood only by writing poetry, 
he will surely be compelled to starve ; for poetry is not 
much appreciated by the public. I have found productions 
in prose much more sought after, and better paid for. One 
can enjoy the luxuries of life by compiling histories, etc. 

Court — pay my addresses to ; devote all my time to- 
J)raj(i'/e-t(iit—V\t. a slovenly woman who suffers her gown 
to become dirty by being dragged in the mud. 

Dra^^le-tail muses — i e., the goddess of ix>etry, who suffers 
her votaries to live a miserable life of want and poverty, 
like a slattern who suffers her gown to become soiled by 
being dragged in the mud. Make shift — manage. 

Cast,., mould --i.e.^ possessed of a nobler spirit which 
could rise above good clothes and luxuries of life. It would 
have been a very happy thing if Goldsjnith had the 
strength of mind to spurn at the luxuries of life and devote 
himself to the muses, preferring a life of plain living and 
high thinking. — welcome ; receive. As he is — with 

all his good and had qualities. fVhat..,us — the books he 
has left us for our instruction and amusement. 

Para- 3- Summary. Th© Deserted Village was published in 1770* 
It is clear binbsinging, but there is a pathetic not© in it. 

Grateful — pleasant. Forced labours — hack work. 

Page 123. Thrown hinted ; given expression to. 

Hare v3e..,ustAess ore — Have we not seen in Britain the labonring 
classes, who are their country’s pride and who defend the lawi 
and liberties of the land with their life-blood, sacrificed for the 
sake of sordid wealth which can prodace little good P The paaeage 
is rather obscure. It may mean that the poorer olaasea have Mt 
their mother country under the preasure of poverty and hare emi- 
grated to foreign lands where they may acquire wealth and live 
happily ; or ii may mean that the Government, actuated by greed of 
gold, have tried to conquer foreign countries and have thus wanton- 
ly sacrificed the lives of bravo Britons. 

Peopled — thiokb’ populated. Bound BrifaWs Bhore^everywhere 
ihrougbuut Britain. Useful soas^Note the antithesis between 
useful sons and useless ore# EncKanged /or— aacrifioed for the sake 
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of. or« --we altb which 19 ukcIobb when oomparcKl with the 

precious Uvea of brave Britons. Orr— lit., metal in its impure 
state ; here used poetiijally for ‘gold*, ‘wealth.* 

Seen all.., want e^\lfiV6 we not seen how her splendid snooe^es in 
war have only served the purpose of bringing on destruction ra)ndly 
•^like currents of air, which make the candles shine with a bnghter 
lustre, but which soon waste them. Her victories, brilliant and , 
glorious as they are, are bought at the cost of many noble lives. 
The country is denuded of its peasantry and thus hastens to des- 
truction. Cf. The paths of glory load but to the grave.— Grey, 
Triumphs — victories. f7ariw^— burning with waving flame, under 
the influence c»f a current of air. Tapers — candles. Brightening^ 
giving out a brighter liglit. This is hardly corrm*t ; for the light 
of a candle, when oxposod to tho wind, does not become brighter 
although it is wasted quickly. As — in pro(K)rtion as. 

Seen opulence.., repose ^Uave wo not seen niillhmairos, aotnated 
by a desire of making a parade of thoir vast riches, cause entire 
villages to be depopulated, and rear magnificent mansions over 
fields which were once daf>pled with trim cottages. To make 
room for thoir princely palaces, their artiiiuial lakes, their splendid 
parks, their extensive out -houses, the men of wealth and pride take 
up a space that would have sujiportod many p^>or (>ooplo. 

Opu/ence - riches ; wealthy men. JSfainfain her grandeur ^keep 
Up a lordly style of living. ..tram— t.s., cause villages to bo 

deix>pu)ated with stern measures. Tram — (L. Traho — 1 draw) 
retinue i a long line of followers and attendants. 

Scattered hamJets^smnW villages soattorod here and there. Hamm 
let -(O.B. ham — an abode, /et— little collection of little abodes or 
homes) a small village having no parish church. Ause— appeared. 

Ban'sn— unproductive, because the fields are converted into 
parka, lakes, etc., and therefore produce nothing. Solitary pomp-^ 
the magnifioenco of “one only roaster.” Bepose — rest jinf, mood. 

Haus...tos m'lin— Have wo not .seen th^ii prosperous village 
depopulated at the imperious command of the Sijns of pleasure P 
Have we not seen the obedient son, the father worn out with yean, 
the modest house-wife, and the bashful maiden, compelled to leave 
their dear homes, cross the Atlantic Ocean and settle in America f 
/^teosare— aba for con., man of pleasure. Long-frequenled^^ 
which bad been inhabited fora long time. Tho word many mean 
pODUloos (L. crowded). FaW— bo destroyed. Btheld^hAVO 

wenot beheld, fltre— father. Melancholy train— Of. 
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Downward they move, a melancholy hand, 

Paf»8 from the shore, and darken all the land.— D.T. 

Traverw wander over. mam— The Atlantic Ooean, which 

is to the west of Enropo. ITAerc see Notes p. 136. 

Ehtwhert-An his earlier writings. Conversation ---Cl He 
-told Sir Joshua Reynolds, “I have, by sundry excursions into 
various parts of England, verified my fears of the tendency 
of overgrowing wealth to depopulate the land. ” “ Some of 
my friends, ” said G. to a friend, think this depopulation 
does not exist ; but I am myself satisfied of the fact. I 
remember it in my own country and have seen it in this.^* 

(jtj/ came to believe. source. PoUii- 

cal economist---o\vi conversant with that branch of political 
science or philosophy which treats of the .sources and 
methods of production and preservation, of the material 
wealth and prosfxirity of nations. — confirms. 

Four the last four lines of Z>. V, Cf. That trades 
proud empire., Mnd ike sky. See Text, p. 130. Returning-*^ 
discussing again. Objection— Notes, p. 27 ; Q. I. 

The so fUning... yean things, which are .seen through 
the mist, appear shorn of their harsh features and possessed 
of more beauty than they really have, so the petty Irish 
village, which was mentally seen by G. after the lapse of 
18 years, seemed to him more beautiful than it really was. 

Page 124. incidents. Surrounding 

— comieclod with. Forced compulsory exile. 

Jt is,.Mrd’Singiftg--'Y\\^^o^\n is .sweet and simple and 
spontaneous as the song of a bird. Pathetic nate—Xont of 
of sadness, f maginary rawh/e—ln the poem Goldsmith 
represents himself as wandering over the Deserted Village, 
and visiting all the haunts of his youth. 

I In all my wandorini^s and g^riefs, I always 

cherished the hope of living a f^eaceful life in my hamblo home in 
this lovely village of the plain, in order to crown or reader 
bomploteiy happy the last days of my life. Cretan— make happy. 
Croirn should bo taken with Uy doton j I had hopes to lay me 
down amidst ..bowers in order to crown etc. Lay m dowo— 
live a peaceful life. The expression may mean 'to die. ’ Jfe— mytelf. 

To hunband ..repose— 1 always harlmnred the hope of prolonging 
my life in my old age, by living a peaceful life, free from fba 
corroding corei and anxietiei of (he world, aa a candle may bo 
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proveiited from^ waatin^^ too soon by shielding it from strong 
currents of air. llushand out — use frugally j prolong. L\fe^» taper 
~lifo is compared to a candle. .4t the close — when the candle 
is near its socket ; in old ago. FLunio — the spark of lifo. 

I Htill had..^l MUir — I alvvays entertained tho hope of making 
a display of my knowledgo which I have gathered from books — 
for prido acbends tho puny child of dust ovou to tho grave—* 
and of githorin^ in tho evoniiig a oo iijiany of persons round my 
fireplace and telling them all the wonderful things I had aoeu and 
tho miseries I had snrferod. Petdo — vanity, ylf/c/idii —follows us 
like a shadow. liook-lcanicd skCtt — knowh'dgo derived froiri tho 
study of books. Fire — liro-place. 7V//— supply thrnt. Frit — snfforod. 

And as a hare...at ii hiito, who is chased by dogs nnd 

hiuitors, desires oarnoatly to come back t().t}ie place wdieiice ho 
8tarLe<l in the morning, so t always yearned, the niisories whicdi 1 
have so long endured being over, to ndnrn to tny native vilhigo 
and end my lifo in peace and tran<iuility. Cf. Whatever viciHsi* 
tudoH wo experionoe in lifo, or whorosoevor we waMib»r, our fati- 
gued wishes still rocur to homo f«>r tranciuility. H's long to die 
in that spot, irhich g me us birth, -^The Citizen of the World. 

Ifounds~~‘fi(sot dogs that hunt g.amo by scent, /for nn — i c., hunters 
blowing horns. Pants to — runs breathlossly for. At first ^inlho 
m )rning. Pus/— being over ; m ah«i(»lnto e mstrufol )u. 

as a hare... at last — II ow touchiiicrly cxjiressivo are these 
linos, wrung from a heart which, amidst a thousand IVillies and 
errors of tho hood, still retains its eliilddiko inrioronce of tho lioart, 
and which, doomed to struggle on to the last amidst tho din and 
turmoil of tho motrop ilia, had ever htvjn clicating itself with a 
dream of rural quiut and seclusion —I'T. Irving. * 

There are few things in tho range of English poetry more dei'ply 
touching than the closing iuiago of the lines which show tho hun- 
ted creature panting to its home. It wa** a hope /’.ontinually at his 
heart ; but alas, tho hope was idle fiit him. — Forster, 

Pebge 125. Identified -provi'd to he the same. 
There was a huge overgrown bush in T.issoy which was 
supposed to be the hawthorn hush mentioned in tho poem. 

Indefatigable trying to hunt out relics of Gold- 
smith. Tourists — ‘literary pilgrims.* Cut... souvenirs — cut 

up root and branch in order to furni.sh relics. Souvenirs — 
(French) ipementoos ; keef>sakes. Consequence •-‘'unpnrtancii* 
Insist — maintain persistently. Lissojt Lissoy 
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seen through the eye of the imagination and painted as 
far lovelier than it really was* TAe The 

description of the village is true to nature. It may be an 
English village. It may be an Irish village. But it is a 
real village. There is nothing unreal, unnatural, or impos- 
sible in his description. // ts not that... atmosphere — The 
description is so true, so natural, so realistic, so graphic and 
vivid, that we not only see the village as one sees things 
painted in a picture, but we think that we are actually pre- 
sent there, that we are breathing the air of Lissoy, that 
we are listening to the village murmur rising from the hill. 

Various cries — different sounds. Thrill the holloiv silence 
— pierce the silence which was hollow or empty till it was 
thrilled by the various cries. 

At evening^ close — when the day diesd. often ; adv. qualifles 

rone. Village marmur — ^various orio8*. Rose — was wafted up the 
hill. Carelese tranaferred epithet, BtopR of the man whose 

mind wiis free from anxieties. Carelese -^not nof^ligent, but free 
from oaro. Mingling 7tot«s^the different sounds blended together, 
mellowed. Befo>o«-the village at the foot of the hill. 

HflsponBins— singing in answer to. Sober — quiet. Berd — cattle or 
kine. cried. - cackled. It is an onomatopoetio 

word— -a woni formed in imitation of the sound of an animal. 

Pool — pond. Playful — sportive ( or, desirons of playing after the 
Jong task hours. Let loose - set free. Bayed — barked at. Whie* 
perintj lomd— the sighing sound of the breeze. That spake.,. mind 
—that showed that the mind of the laugher was free from care. 

Para* 4. Summary. The dosoription of the village is true tO 
nature. But the story of its destruction is very improbable. 

Romantic — such as does not exist in nature, but can 
only be found in fiction. Impossible unnatural. 

There are... Lissoy — In Goldsmith’s Deserted Village 
there are no unnatural, improbable characters like the old 
and young Norvals in Home’s tragedy of Douglas ; seep. 55. 

There are two Norvals in the tragedy. The 
old Norval is a shepherd, who brings up as his son young 
Norval, who is really the son of Lady Randolph. The life 
of young Norval is full of the wildest and most improbable 
incidents. Old woman — G. in his imaginary ramble through 
Auburn, came across an old woman, who alone was 
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left of All (he harmless train, 

The sad'historian of the pensive plain.— D. V, 

They — people ; used indefinitely. Cresses — a kind of plant 
used as a salad. Cabin — cottage. Mrs. Hodson — sister of 
Goldsmith ; see p. 24, Took — considered. They may.,, 
coniribuied — Qro\ 6 sm'n\\ may have derived the traits of the 
village preacher’s character from all the three persons. • 
Paddy Bryne—^Hii Notes p. 16. Pensive tenderness — 
affecting pathos. Demure hnmour-- soh^r witticism. 

Page 126 AestJe-^noar; close to. Straggling /enc«— the fence 
was made of furze plants, the branches of which, being uutrininiod 
for a long time, shot too f.ir. Skirts — runs along the edge of. With 
hloisomed adorned with a profusion of beautiful yellow 

flowers of the furzo— a thorny over-green shrub. 

UnproJitMy gay — The rich golden flowers of tho furze were very 
gay or beautiful, but they were unprofitable— bocauso they served 
no useful pur|>o8o, or because there was none to appreciate their 
beauty, or because they had no sweet fragrance. Noi^y »nan«u»n— 
Bobool-builditig full of boys, who read their lessons aloud. Skilled 
to mis— conversant with the art of maintiiining discipline. Village 
wasfer— Poddy Bryne ; see p. 16. Seuere— strict in dtscipHne. Stern 
to view — with a face which struck terror Into the hearts of the boys. 

1 knew well — 1 too often felt the force of his oane. Truant^^n hoy 
who stays out of school without leave. iTnetc— was flogged by him* 

Well had.../a«f— X'he solioolboys, who quaked with fear on anti- 
cipating a severe flogging, had learned to guess whether the day 
would pass off well or nut by examining the expression of his face 
when he entered the school in the morning. anticipating 

eviL Tremblere — trembling schoolboys. Learned — hf sad oxpcrjence. 
Trace — anticipate. Day's disaeter^iho misfortune (flogging) that 
would befall them in the (Kturse of the day. Full well — loudly. 

Counterfeited glee — affected mirth ; for if they failed to laugh at 
the jokes of their master, they knew that they '•won Id have soon to 
laugh out of the other side of the mouth. FuU well - very quick- 
ly. Busy wkispsr— transferred epithet ; tho whisper of the boys 
who were busily engaged in ciroulati ng the news. Circling round 
•— pawing from one boy to another. Dismal tidings — tho dreadful 
news, .dughf— anything. Fault — does not rhyme well with aught* 
ITas •a/auZt— wasto blarney was the cause of his severity. 

It noae certain the demure humour. It might seem almost 
indkedible that one and the same man should be able to read and 
work out sums in arithmetic* Herertheloss it was a fact. Ho man 




204 


NOTES OK. 


[chap; 


could gainsay that tho schoolmastei* posaesiied those rare talents. 
Cipfvsr — do sums in arithmetic. Z(and 8 ...fneasur« -^calculate the 
area of a piece of land. the times in which a court is held 

for the trial of catisea. There were four terms during which the 
auperior courts were open ; Hilary, fiostor, Trinity, Michaelmas. 

Tide ^ — the seasons of movable festivals ; as EasterH’de. These 
^festivaliS occur on dtiforunt dates in different years. Cf. The high 
tides in the calender. —.SAalfs, Tiden — may also moan high tides 
and low tides. Cf. To foretell by calculations sage, the ebb and flow 
of tides.— IKordit <00 rt/i. Pre»it^e — predict; foretell. A'uen— what 
is most strange. The etory ran - it was commonly reported. 

Gauge — measure the con tents or oapfioity of casks, pipes etc. 
by moans of a yauge^ an instrument for measuring capacity. Par- 
son — tho priest who was of coarse the proi>er person to judge of 
the schoolmaster's talents. VanqnUked — defeaticd in discussion. 

SfiH — oven though he got tho worst of it. irenis.. sound— big 
and bomlraslic wtjrds proiumuced with marked emphasis and groat 
vehomonoe. ir(»rdi. long words are generally used by 

learned men. Thnnderu^ sound — high •sounding. Gaztny 
villagers staring upon the schoolmaster in wonder. Still they etc, 
—the longer they looked upon the schoolmaster and listened to 
his thundering words, the more surprised they became. One small 
Koad— a small, ordinary human head, 

Ak-koHse — Goldsmith gives a graphic description of the 
village inn. (sarcastic) foolish. Cf. 

The village statesmen talked with looks profound. 

And news much older than their lile went round. — T). F. 

Crisis — a catastrophe. The destruction of Auburn. 

I Auburn dei^da est — Auburn must be destroyed. After 
f * the Third Punic War, Rome determined to destroy her once 
' ‘ formidable rival Carthage. The Senate, hounded on by Cato, 
decreed — Dthndatst Carthage must be destroy- 
ed. plants injurious to the crop. Rushes — straws. 

187 . Discharges to other lands. 

excess ; extra. Wrench of parting — agony of mind 
suffered when one leaves one’s house and country. 

Tks mew... the proud rich man. Takes up— ocenpias. A 
iipnctf— an extensive area of land. ffapplM — snpported. Lake — 
artificial lake. Xet&nded hevNcls— extensive area. £guipage-^ 
carriages, etc. Ssaf— lordly mauaioa. Soiitary sports— sports which 
only the lord of the mansion enjoyed, indiffnanf— angrily $ 
adv. ffpttras— kicks awuj i remoroe. Grsca— village. 
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In onr own day — It t» a melancholy thing to stand alone 
In one’s country,’’ said Lord Leicester, who built Holkham« 
when complimented on the completion of that princely 
da^elling. I look round, not a house is to he seen but 
mine. 1 am the giant of the Giant'castle, and kme €at up 
ail my neif^hbours'^ Having^., tithes — believing that wealth 
can do everything. Visible from... windows — Cf. 

W hose eyes from under a pyramidal head 

Sow Srom His tmadouA nothing save hit otea. — Tennyson. 

Solitary insfanee—Kn only example. Theory — the general 
proposition. Inisnkal— antagonistic. 

It is po€ticnL,Jhe Gold smith decided to doom 

sweet Auburn to destruction. He was led to do sr>, not 
because the principles of political economy taught him 
that the growth of wealth really led to the destruction 
of happy villages, but because his fine poetic instinct told 
him that a sad ending of the poem would move the feelings 
of his readers more powerfully than a happy denouement. 

Exigent ^ necessity. Decreed Fenceless com- 
frtons — field.s or pasture-lands, which belong not to any 
particular individual, but to all the villagers, and which are 
therefore not enclosed by fences. Seined upon — appropriated. 

To the sight of profusion traits him there ; inf. mood, 

tiotn. to tcat/it understood. /Vo/ufton ^-abundAiioe. Muet not thare 
— ^s not destined or fated to enjoy. Ten thousand — innumerable. 
Baneful arts — industries which destroy the health of the ariitans. 
Pamper laserfr— feed to the full the iaeios of luxurious men< 
Thin manhind — doom to prematuro dcuitk the poor workera 

Page 12a. Turn thins eyst etc.— Do you really think that people 
live a gay life in town P If ao, oast your eyes upon that frafl 
female farm lying on the street and your delusion will be dispelled. 

Blmt fa^happy in the possession^ at Xnnofitnee disersst^iu- 
SQcent girls brought to su unhappy plight. Might udora^might 
bars adorned. 8 wet as ..thorn --A m svreetly as the primrose 
is seen beneath the thorn ; or Just as the primrose iooks forth 
fttodestly beueath the ibom. Bow tost to all— ‘Sho ham now lost 
everything— her home, friends, etc. jEsIraycr*- seducer. Lays... head 

Um cold and shivering. Pinched uath— suffering acutely from. 

Heavy — sad. XacUsst— unhappy. Idly — foolishly ; Ihonghtlessly. 

ai Jiving a gay Ufa in town. ViVisef — 
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■]Vifii]iiig whMl ; her iiniple oooopihtioii ot apizming. Bche$.,.hroten 
«-Hiiinple dresa of a dark, r ad i toh colour. 

These poor sbivoTing females hare once teen happier dayi, and 
been flattered into beauty. They haire been prostituted to the gay 
loxu lions Tiilain, and are now tamed oat to meet the severity of 
winter, rerhape, now lying at the doom of their betrayers, they 
sue to wretches whose hearts are insensible, or debauchees who ^ 
may curse, but who will net reliere them.— City Niyht Piece. 

Pre- Wordsworthian the period before W. was bom. 

Wordiworth — 17701850: a distinguished English poet, 
lie was the author of the Excursion^ the Prelude and a. 
large number of small pieces. He was not only the poet, 
but the worshipper and priest of Nature. He taught that 
•Mhc supreme function of the imagination is to dignify 
commonplace incidents, and to breathe grandeur upon the 
very humblest face of human life.” He taught 

Hwo veme may build a princely throne 
Oa humble truth. 

A frmrose...primros€'^^V\il\Q attention was paid to com- 
monplace things. These little flowers, which are so 
abundantly found in woods and pastures, received little 
attention before the times of Wordsworth. It was W. who 
found in these flowers '^thoughts too deep for tears.” 

Primrose — (L. Primus — first, Rosa — rose) a genus of 
plants with fine colours and soft delicate beauty ; so called 
because of their early appearance. Sentiment — tender 
thoughts and teelings. --instil ; shed. Received... ex- 

press ion— yfViS ever more lelicitously expressed. Surcharged 
...quantity — AiH of poetry. Conspicuousfy absent— noiMy 
ranting. Essay an Man— p. 133. Distant scenes — #>., 
America, Proscribed — exiled ; (L, /ra, before, scrilPo^ I 
w rite. The sense of ihis^word originate in the Roman 
practice of writing the names of persons doomed to deatl^ 
and posting the list in public.) 

Page 129. Torrid trade — tropScal conntrias parched with heat* 
Fatttfing etepe — trans. epithet, the atepB of men who are extremely 
weak and oxhanated. Wild Altamu—tnw. epithet ^ the Altama 
a river in Georgia, flowing tbrongh a desolate and ancfuliivated 


• A primrOM by tb« rtv«r'ft brim, 
A only ww 4o htio, 

A pruBfOM, nothing non. 
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ooantrj, Mnrrnur* to ,.tffoe — makes a soft mormuriug uoise ?ii res- 
pOQSo tO| or asir sympatkisin^^ withf^ihe snfforiuKS of tUo exiles. 

Pieaturg past — happiness betng over; absolute eons. Uung^ 
lingered. lo<>k. Kote the suppression of fcho cognate 

aocosative^ Pace . .deep*- i.e, , cr«>ss the vast i>cean. D<sfasf’-*Btretoh* 
log to a vast diatanoo. Returned -^camia back to their homes. 

Uefhinks^^it seems to me; me is a dative. Ptmdrring — absorbed in 
thought. Rural cirtaes— the rustics ptysRessed of cxocllont moral 
qualities, ihiica— they move it, to the BHa*ehoro. Anchoring 
vessel -the ship ridtagat anchor^',./ ndn *-uofitrle. M/j/— uscIobs- 
ly i as the ship was anchored, the ^ no use. ,Piap«— flutters. 

Pass ..Hrand — The departure of iu/ ' :.ra! virtues from BHtiun 
threw a gloom over the whole country? Strand^in used for t he 
whole country. Contented toil — hardworking peasants, wrho wore 
perfectly happy with their lot. ilospHuhle rore— people who dis- 
charged the duties of hospitality with the gn'ati^st onre (»r atren« 
tion. Connubial tend asss — huMbands and wives tenderly attiirhcMl 
to one another. Are there — are among the midaiicholy persons 
who are going to leave the land. devout men. 

iffwJies..,abons— who do not care at all for earthly joys au<l 
whose ^serious thoughts have rest in heaven*. Steady 
warmly devoted to their king and country. On Torno*s .sids— in 
the Polar woild, wheno bleak blasts freexe the sea, and in torrid 
tracts where the sun Sheds intolerable day. * Tortm— a town iu*Ktlod 
amidst high hills on the river Tonio in Swed^^n. rticky hills. 

Pdmbaraarca— the name of a peak of ths Andes in floiith America. 

Poetry— an instance of the hgnro Aix>stropho, by which the writer 
breaks off from the previous method of his discourse and addressim 
in the second persoiu some person or thing, present or absent. Maid 
goddess of poetry. The muses are virgin gbddessei. 

Still first,., invade ^Tha spirit of pootry is the first to abandon a 
place where people give thomsel res up to dissipotion. Sensuality 
incapacitates people from producing as well fin enjoying poetry, 
Tofiv lehers— to fly from thA j^taee which, facade— attack, 

Pagd 130' Degenerate .eK/itn«— shameful times when men have 
beoome oormpted. CafcA— oaplivato. Decried — condemned. 

My sham^... pride — Poetry is the cause of my vhaiae in public, 
fmr poetry is so much neglected now-a-dayi that I am despised for 
being a poet ; but when 1 am alone, I am proud of being a post, 

• • ** You know bow 1 diao authors, ** — %Rid Horace Walpole to ons of hb correiu 

peodcou. **L 4 tUrs are net held m kmumr in Lenden. The tMie hn tii^praiom it 
decayed with tbs bs,tbsrisns wbe inbsbU ibs beaks of tbs Thsiam."— Afewa j 
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for I know tkat liateninsc time will reward my poems with sacred 
praise. iSrourcc.,.^/iS8— When I write poetry I forget all my miser- 
ies and feel supremely happy. Source woe— my writing poetry is 
the cause of my poverty. C'f. I cannot afford to court the draggle- 
tail muses, my Lord .and have good clothes. See Text p. 122. 

Thou, foundest .»o— I was a poor men when I first took to writ- 
kig pr>etry, and T am a p<ior man still. 

Thou ffuide .cvcel- -Vootry kindles our imagination and stimulates 
our mind to attain excellouoe in the nobler arts of poetry, painting, 
and philosophy. Nobler arte are opp. to meohanioal or indus- 
trial arts. Poetry illumines and purifies the heart 

and kindles in u.<i a dosire of liring a virtuous life. The noble 
deeds ot the heroes of old are enshrined in fK>otry. By studying 
poetry we an? led to follow their ff>ot-8tej>s and practise those 
virtues which have ]mt the crown of glory upon their heads. Gf. 
Blessings U) with them, and etornal praise, 

The Poets, who on €>Qrth have made us heirs 
Of truth, and pure delight, by heavenly lays. — TTordsicorfh. 
Thy voice . tried - the infliienoe of poetry be exerted. E<iuitwctial 
fervourn — the burning heat of the tropical regions. -shine; 

prevail. Wf^ro pointer ..enow — in the polar regions where both 
land and sea are covered with snow in winter. 

Still let thy .clime —Let the sweet and serene infiuonoo of poetry 
which cannot be injured by the destructive influence of time, teach 
men to be contented with their lot — to btiar the blasting heat of the 
torrid regions as well as the biting cold of the polar world.' Redreee 
— alleviate. - severities, /ndeme?! t— intensely hot or cold* 

.dtd...sL'a«n — Help the cause of truth, instil noble truths and prin- 
ciples into the hearts of men, by thy sweet musical powers. Blight’- 
ed— neglected. — couvinotng. Rage of gain — the passion 

for wealth or lucre. We uow say ‘rage for gain,* Native strength 
— natural, iunato source of vigour ; such as a bold peasantry etc. 

That traders proud .the sfcy— Teach nsen that the empire, which 
is indebted for its glory and splendour to trade or oorameroe alone i 
is doomed to destriicti^n in a vei^ short time, even os a pier or 
embankment, which is constructed with great labonr and oare, is 
suddenly washed away by the rolling billows of the ooeati. Teach 
men that the state, which depends for its growth and prosperity 
•upon agriculture and not upon foreign trade, can resist the destruo- 
tive influence of time, even as the rocks, which are possessed of 
native strength, withstand the fary of the ooean-waves and terrUilO 
touipeaU. These four lines were oontribated by JohasoD. 
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ProufJ— hanj^hty; ftploadid. -hastens. Labottm?— conn- 

tructed with ifroat labour. Mole^o, massive work of masonry iaul 
in the sea, before a port, in order to defend it from the violetu-o 
of 4he waves, /•om-r —state. Defy — resist. The nky — storms. 

Inorcaae of power begets increase of wealth ; 

Wealth luxury, and luxury excess 1 

Excess, the sorofuhms and itchy plague * 

Tliat seises (irst the opulent, deseenrlH 

To the next rank ountagions, and in time 

Taints downwar'is all the graduated scalo 

Of order, from the chariot to the plough . — Co tope r. 

Tkt position. ^Jashion — Though there have been severiil 
changes in the mode of literary composition, e,^,^ didaetie 
poetry has given place to romantic, objecirve poetry to .sub- 
jective, sentimental dramas to real and natural ; though 
several works, which in their day had been lauded to the 
skies, have now departed froni'^the memory of mankind, ihi^ 
DewUd Village has always retained its place in the first 
rank of English poetry. changes. 

New experiment ..jnethod--K\^^ modes of writing poetry ; 

Tennyson’s Maud exhibits the most subtle and recon 
dite art in its .structure ; Swinburne’s tragedy of Atlanta 
has been written in the Greek form. Familiar strain— 
style of poetry with which we are acquainted from the <1 i>s 
of our childhood. Foreign —subtil ties or beautify 

of French or Italian poetry. -Goldsmith. 

Page 131. Consequence — importance. Essential ly-Xi:^i \ I ly 
Para- 7- Suxnniar/- The poom met with immediate huccchi- 
Jmmediate success — The Deserted Village was pub]»sht‘d 
on the 26th May, 1770. Its success was instant and dr- 
cisive. A second edition was called for on the 7th of 
June, a third on the 14th, a fourth on the 28th and a fifth' 
on the i6th August. — Fotster, skilfully chosen. 

TVrwj— -words. Cf “The only dedication I ever made was 
to my brother, because I loved him better than most othe r 
men. He is since dead. Permit me to inscribe this poem 
to you/' Returned the compliment — made public acknow 
ledgment and return of the honour. Fainting a picture^':f)\x 
Joshua Reynolds painted his picture of Resignation^ had it 
etigraved by Watson, and inscribed upon it these words : 
‘This attempt to express etc.” picture. 
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This is a misfortune, . .starvation— - 1 \ is a thousand pities 
that wc do not know what sum he got for the poem. We 
would have then been able to know whether there is 
any truth in the remark that a man who devoted himself 
solely to writ! fig poetry would run the risk of perishing for 
“lack of bread.” Dra^^Ie-tail muses — see Notes p. 198. Sur- 
supp ised ; conjectured. entreated. When 

G. was writini? the Enquiry^ he addressed to his friends 
and relatives in Ireland a series of letters to secure sub^ 
scribers for the bor^k. Taken... pillow — see p. 53. 

Para 8. Summary- Gol dninith’s letter to kis brother. 

Labour of love — the composition of the Deserted Village 
which he liked and loved so much. 

Pa?e 132 - Through the press Flourish- 
ing glowing. A 7 ;; George III. 

lace/ii^es,^hich are ornamental 
appendages to a garment, are of nc^arthly (use to a man 
who has no sfiirAo which he might ntt^h theru^Q kflAOurs 
are of little use fo me who have (mfioTaiJc) fo Keep tnfyiFolf 
(rom the door-^ Honours — titles etc., (here) the honorary 
professcfrship of History in the Royal Academy. Situation 
— poor condition. Ruffles — strips of lace or cambric 
plaited and used as trimmings. Legacy — a gift of money by 
will. Lawder—K\\Ki son-in-law of uncle Contarine. He 
married Jane Contarine. Foregoing — giving up Reference 
— allusion. Achievements — triumphs. Pardonable — ex- 

cusable, ‘for pride attends us stilF. Cousin Jenny — Jane 
Contarine, the daughter of his uncle, Contarine. hfinia- 
ture — a very sftiall painting or portrait. FaulkenoFs — i.e.^ 
the holel kept by Faulkenor. Friends. ..the Shannon — Irish 
'friends. The Shannon is the largest river in Ireland, It 
falls into the Atlantic after a course of 220 miles, Mezzo- 
Unto prints — portraits printed from iDezzolinto plates. Mez- 
zotinto—SL manner of engraving on cooper or steel, 

PagB 188 . Account for^--exp]2L\n. Fews, nervs, news — Cf. 
“Tell me about my mother, my brother Hodson, and his 
son ; my brother Harry^s son and daughter, my sister John- 
son, the family of Ballyoughter, what is become of them, 
where they live and how they do. A sheet of paper filled 
with news of this kind would make me very happy^ 
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‘QUESTIONS & ANSWERS. 

I. Why did not G devote himself wholly to works of 

fmaginatioH ? oxpl. of / canvot afford .Hfarw. St^o p. 108. 

II. Quote the lines in the Traveller in which Q. threw 

out the leading idea ol the Deserted Village. * 

Have we nut seen, roiiiiU Britain's |HM>plo(l shore, .. 

And Niagara stuns with Ihiindoriii!^ sound (Sen Text, p. 128) 

III. What objection has been urged by Macaulay 
against the poem 7 How does Black meet it 7 

See Questions I and II. (p. 27). 

IV. Give in your own words a brief sketch of the 
village master. Tlie vitiate master wan a Htrict diseiplinarian 
and was a tirm b^^liover in tho doctrine — J^pare the rod and spoil 
the child. V’ot ho was a kinddioartod luaa. The ardoni love ho 
had for Iuarnin>; was the cause of his aovoritv. Ho had a largo 
collection of jokes, lie was a master of many ai’ts. Ho oouhl 
write and work sums in nrithnietio He could measure lands, and 
by Siigo calculations presage terms and tides and it was reported 
that he could even gauge, lie had a wonderful power of arguing, 
for even when defeated in argument ho could argue still. 

V- Give the moral of the poem 

Teach him, that states of native strength possessed . 

As rocks resist tho billows and the sky. See Text, p. 130. 

VI. Explain. 

(a) A writer whose acquaintance with ..authority. 

(h) But tho depressing thing is that Goldstnilh to d») it. 

(c) I cannot afford to court the draggle-tail rnu^en. Marve. 

(d) And there is little use in regretting .he has* loft us. 

{€) It is clear bird'singiug ; but there is a pathetic note in it. 
ff) And we know that this is true. ..“hollow silenoo.” # 

{gi It is poetical exigency rather than political &cof^my ..plain* 
{h) Goldsmith wrote in a pre- Wordsworthian age .primrose. 

(ii The position of which... Huctuations of literary fashion. 

Q) This is a misfortune ..without risk of starvation. 

{k) Have we not seen, round Britain's... solitary pomp repose. 

(/) I still had hoi>os, ray latest hours... from wasting by repose. 

(m) And as a hare whom hounds.., die at home at last. 

(n) To see profusion that he must not share... thin mankind. 

* (o5 When idly first .she loft her robes of country brown. 

(p) Sweet as the primrose peepe beneath the thoru. 
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{•l) Evou now, methiuke, I aoo the rural virtues leave the land. 

(rj Thou sweet Poetry ...nurao of every virtue, fare thee well. 

(j<) Where’er tl!^ voioe bo tried ou Torno’a cliffs... clime. 

(f) Teach errinj^ mnt» .os rocks resist the billows and the sky, 

VII. Explain noticing the allusions. 

^i) There .ire no Norvals in Liaaoy. 

(b) And then cemoa Paddy Br>ue. 

(c) Auburn deJenda etft. 

(d) Hou'Uir to ono in my situation are ..ruffles... wants a shirt. 

VIII 0176 brief sketches of the leading characters of the 

poem. (^) There is the Village Preacher .contributed. (Text, 
p 125). (?j) The Hchoolniastcr. See answer to Q. IV. (r) The 
woman who gathered cresses in the di‘ches. She has been 
identitled with Catherine Goraghty The “ broken soldier” has also 
boon identified with Dormott, a retired soldier. 

IX. Discuss Ooldamith a political economv. 

Ill the D/fier/cd G ildi’nlt’i inveighs against wealth and 

luxury. Ho says tliat wealth causes depopulation. The man of 
wealth and pride. ..from the green. (See Text, 127). Ho says that in 
towns thousands of baneful arts combiuo to pamper luxury and 
thin mankind. Uo says that luxury saps the strength of cities. 
Those views are hardly sound. What ho says in the Citizen of 
the World is the best refutation of his argument that w'eulth and 
luxury are inimical to the prosperity and well-being of a state. 

Examiuo the history of any country remarkable for opulence 
and wisdom, j/ca will find they would never huve been wme had they 
not been firet lnr.nriou» ; you wUlfind poofs, p/idosop/kJrs, and even 
patriot* inarchiny in luxury'* train. Whatever we may talk agaiiiBt 
it, luxury gives ,U8 a desire of becoming more wise. JVot our 
knowledge oa£|/, baf onr virtue* are improved by luxuty. 

X« Give the gist of Black's remarks on the destruc- 
tion of Auburn* The destruction of Auburn is no doubt the 
moat improbable part of the plain. Soo Text, pp. 12d*P27. 

XL Point out the beauties of the Deserted Village. 

The Deserted Village is one of the nitist graonful and touching 
poems in the English language. It is clear bird-singiug ; but there 
is a pathetic note in it. It is emineiitly realistic. It is not that 
oue sees the place as a picture, but that one seems to be breaching 
its very atmosphere, and listening to the various cries that thrill the 
” hollow silence.” The poem is natural and true. There are no 
Norvals iu Liasoy. Everything ia simple and natural. We visit 
the clergyman’s fireside) look in ou the noisy school ) and sit in 
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the ale-house to liatea to the profound polities talked there. The 
pathetic side of* the emigration is prosouted most powerfully. 
Though written long before the time of Wordsworth, we find 
oocasional Hues full of Wordsworthian beauty and simplioity. Of, 
Sweat os the primrose peeps beneath tho thorn. 

Where wild Altama murmurs to their woe. ^ 

Xn* Write notes on> insidious tiger. A denisen of tho 
backwoods of Canada. As entertaining as a Persian tale. Tackled. 
The Lueiad. Vertot. Draggle-tail muses. Recorded oonvorsation. 
Political economy. The suftoning and beautifying mist of years. 
Hollow silenoe. They may all have contributed. Deniuro humour. 
Biossomed furze uuprofitably gay. Terms and tid»is prt^sage. 
Wrench of parting. Solitary sports. Eaeay on Man. Fluotiiations 
of literary fashion. New experiments of -tho poetic method. 
Foreign tricks an<l gnu^es. The poem met with immediate sucooa*. 
No longer implored to got subsortbcrs Takt^ii the world for his 
pillow. Friends over the Shannon. Mozzotiuto prints. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Para. 1- Summary. G.’s poetical epistle to the Homecks. 

Pagre 134. firmly established. Pro- 

posed etc. — thought that he would indulge himself in. Re- 
/fixation — recreation. Mrs. Horneck — see p. 91 . 

A foolish attempt... romance — Several of the biographers 
of Goldsmith have tried to show that the intimacy of G. 
with the Jessamy Bride soon developed into friendship, 
and friendship assumed something of a mor<i tender nature ; 
that she made a complete conquest of his heart and that 
he harboured in his heart a romantic attachment for her. ^ 

IVeav^ —fabricate ; compose, /map vary romance^ 
a love story which has no foundation in fact. 

Mandate --ordeT ; invitation. Go to pot to destruc* 
tion ; come to an end of usefulness (colloq ). 

Page 1 85. Sent---i. r, the invitation.^ ^Before night--- 
' yesterday. The invitation was written to G. at the last mo- 
ment. As I hope to Ife saved ^(sLtx oath) may Satan seize my 
soul if I do not tell you the actual facts. 

• I put... duds -—As there was some doubt as to whether 
.the dinner party would be given or not, I did not lake the 
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trouble to get myself shaved, or dress myself for the occa- 
sion. Put i?j?^postponed. Shaved — every gentleman, who 
does not grow a beard, shaves himself before going to com* 
pany. hfahe connect with “to meddle in suds.” 

While, .*cold — while it was not perfecty settled that the 
dinner would be given and that I should be asked to join 
fhe dinner party. doubtful ; not perfectly certain. 

water impregnated with soap, esp. when worked up 
into froth. Suds are applied to the chin preparatory to being 
shaved. To nuddU in suds is therefore to shave one’s self. 
Cf. In the suds^io be in difficulty. Duds — tattered gar- 
ments ; clothing of inferior quality \coIloq.). Put,., duds — a 
jocular way of saying “dress myself.” IIornech--~l/lxs. Hor- 
neclfc Nesbitt — a Devonshire gentleman who was invited to 
the dinner. Baker — Doctor (afterwards Sir George) Baker, 
the physician of Reynolds. litlle wife (eo//og,). 

Kauffman — Angelica Kauffman, the daughter of a Swiss 
painter and the most celebrated of the women painters. 
She was much helped by Reynolds, whose portrait she 
painted. Reynolds introduced her to the great nobles and 
placed her name in the list of the members of the Royal 
Academy. The /essamy seep. 91. —company. 

Iteynoidses tivo -S\x Reynolds and his sister Miss 

Reynolds. Little Comedy — see p. 91. 

The Captain in lace — Charles Horneck, the only son of 
Mrs. Horneck. His sisters playfully called him ‘the Cap- 
tain in lace’, he having lately entered the Guards. In lace 
— wearing a laced coat. Vext — annoyed at the invitation 
coming too late. Stray,,, text — digress from the subject- 
' matter of the epistle. He has been telling something of im- 
^portance about Charles, but he stops short. Rue — be sorry 
' for my absence. Devonshire crew — the Reynoldses and 
the Hornecks came from Devonshire. One of my state 
—such a literary lion as myself. Note the humour. ^Tis 
Reynotds's„.stray — Reynolds always acts thus foolishly. Stray 
—wander away. Ang^elica*s„Mm^Angel\csL also delights to 
act in a forgetful manner like Reynolds. Good worships^ 
excellent maidens. They — Reynolds and Angelica. 

Both have„,Adverti$0r^VlhQi\ the heads of these painters 
‘ have been turned by the praise bestowed upon them in the 
.Advertiser (a daily newspaper of the time)i how can they 
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he expected to act more wisely. the laudatory 

poem which appeared in the poet’s corner of the Adf^eriiser. 
The following lines appeared in thac day’s Advertiser^ on. 
the portrait of Sir Joshua by Angelica Kauffman. 

Bat when the likenofla «he (Angelica) hath done for thee, 

O Reynolds, with astonishment we see i 

Forced to submit, with all oar pride we own, * 

Bach strength, such harmony, excelled by none 

And thou art surpassed by thyself alone. 

Paras 2 ft 3* Sammary. G/s oonUnontal trip with the Hurnecks* 

. Nickname name given in sportive familiarity. Specula- 
five imaginary love-story, l^'he Guards-~\.\\t elite 

of the troops and usually those most heavily armed. 

PAgB 136 . rke story cIc.Sqq Q. iv.; p. 94. Repeat 
ike warning etc. — again to vvarn the readers that they should 
be very careful in putting faith upon the stories etc. 

foolish. Piece 0/ acting— i.e.^ playful humour pe- 
culiar to G. See Miss Horneck’s remarks (Text, p. 138). 

Para. 8. Everything... hoped— very ddWghifuh 
. Travelling., .things — Goldsmith discovered a change in 
himself since he had traversed those scenes at twenty, with 
only his youth and his poverty for companions. Lying in 
a barn was no disaster then. The world was his oyster in 
those days, which he opened with his flute. But a change 
had come over his dreams. He was now a liteiary lion, the 
friend of Johnson, Burke, and Reynolds, He was a member 
of the Literary Club. He liked the society and manly 
conversation of his literary friends. He w|is planning a 
new comedy. Thus it happened that at forty he did not 
derive the same pleasure which he had derived at twenty. 

Confirmed habits— \ie was no longer a Jree and eas/ 
ftian who took the world for his pillow ; he was a slave of 
the habits which had grown upon him. He liked the 
society of his literary friends ; he liked his high jinks at his 
clubs ; and so be found nothing in France to please him. 

' Scolding — quarrelling with. Bandied— oiirn's^oken. Eegret 
your absence — miss your company. Mor titrations— Xtonbhs 
aOd vexations. Disasters and adventures— (used playfully) 
She mishaps and incidents. Postillions— those who ride 
ai^ guide the first pair of horses of a coach pr postebais^^' 
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Page 137. Courier — an attendant on travellers whose 
business is to make arrangements for their convenience at 
hotels and on the way. Explicit — express ; clear. Round — 
regular course. Convivialities — festivities ; merry-makings. 

Regions... entertainment — ‘Ranelagh, Vauxhall, and other 
scenes of gaiety and amusement, in all which places his 
friend Reynolds good-naturedly kept him company.* Task- 
work,.. pockets ^-hack-work to get money from. 

Para* 4 - Summary* Goidsniith visits Bath. 

Showing making a display of. Ranelagh Gardens — a 
place of public amusement in Oxford Street. Shut up etc , — 
“Whenever his funds were dissipated, he returned to his hatk- 
work and shut himself up from society to provide fresh 
matter for his bookseller and fresh supplies for himself.” 

Guest, . . Clare — Lord Clare, having lost his only son need 
ed the sympathies of a kind-hearted friend and requested 
G. to pay him a visit at his seat of Gosfield. Figuring-^ 
‘showing off his fine clothes.* Domestic circle — Lord Clare’s 
family circle, Quips and cranks — jokes and jests ; witty 
sallies. Cf. Quips and cranks and wanton wiles. — Milton. 

Playing,,. children--'‘^lK\ the friendly house of Lord Clare, 
Goldsmith became companion and playfellow to Clare’s 
daughter, the handsome girl whom Reynolds painted. 
He taught her games, she played him tricks, and to the 
last hour of her long life, dearly loved his memory.” 

Comic., verse — witty poetic epistles. Cf. The Haunch of 
Venison. Elders — i.e.y Lord Clare and others. Pleasantries 
— diverting sayings. Blundering stupidity — arrant foolish- 
ness. In perfect good faith — with perfect sincerity. 

Page 188. Stroke... .self-depreciation — see p. 92. Man* 
fi^r — nature. Assumed frown — pretended look of anger. 
^ade up to — paid homage to ; shown respect to. 

ParftS 5&6. Summary .a very happy in writing airy 

3 ^er8e8, e.g., An Elegy on that Glory of her sc*, Afrs. Mary Blaze; 
The Haunch of Venison, The Retaliation, etc. 

The Haunch of Venison-^Lord Clare used to send from 
the spacious avenues of Gosfield-park an entire buck every 
season to Goldsmith’s humble chambers in the Temple. 
G. returned him thanks for this present of game in a poeti- 
cal letter. These amusing verses were written for I/>rd Cla^ 
alone. Yet, written with no higher aim than private plea- 
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saiitry, a more delightful piece of humour, or a more 
finished piece of style, has probably seldom been written. 

Airy — light ; amusing. Tonc/i — i.r, charming style. 

Ht was,., an Autolycus — Goldsmith was somewhat of a 
plagiarist — a literary thief. As Autolycus, the craftiest of 
thieves, stole the flocks of his neighbours, changed their 
marks, and passed them off for his own, so Goldsmith stole* 
or purloined from the writings of other authors, appropriated 
their ideas and expressions without any acknowledgment, 
and passed them off as his own. Autolycus was a pedlar 
and witty rogue in Shakespeare’s IVinter's TaU. 

Unconsidered.,, appropriated — He did not hesitate in the 
least to pass off as his own the unnoticed ideas and ex- 
pressions of other authors. Unconsidered trjfling 

things of little value which are not much cared for by their 
owners. The expression is taken from Shakespeare. Cf. My 
father named me Autolycus, who being, as I am, littered 
under Mercury, was likewise a snapper up of unconsidered 
trifles, — The ^Vinter's Yale, 

With,.,tvorld — in a free and easy manner ; without the 
slightest scruple or hesitation. Snatches — biis. Delightful 
— funny, droll poem. Glory — (sarcastic) pride. 

— The airy grace of the poem so much 
fascinated the popular fancy that hundreds of poems 
were written in imitation of it. 

Pag^e 189. Good people — the common form of 
addressing the readers. Cf. Good people all, of every sort, 
Give ear unto my song. — Goldsmith. With... accord — un- 
animously. Lament for the death of„ Who never.., 
praise — who was always highly spoken of by those people 
who praised her. The poem is full of what Black calls 
(goldsmith’s suiitle surprise of epigram. See note o|^ 
Were anj^e/s etc, (p. 70 ). for she never gave them 

anything. Freely — she had no hesitation in lending money 
to those who kept something with her as a security. 

Wondrous — wonderfully. Winning-^aXtrsiCtive. In silks 
-^-dressed in silk garments. Hoop —a circle of some elastic 
material, used for expanding the skirts of ladies ’ dresses. 

Afensirous Iai|;e. Pew --a compartment in a church 
separated by low partitions. Aver — declare positively. 

FoUowed her — Note the pun. If she walks before, and 
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tine king goes behind in the same path, he foi^ows her. But 
the expression also means “ tried to win her love.” The 
pun consists in using the word follo7V in two different senses, 

‘ go after one in the same path ’ and ‘pay court to one.’ 

her dependents have deserted her. 
Cut — abandoned; left. Last.,. mortal — the disease, 
with which she was last attacked and which brought about 
her deatli, was fatal. 6'or^ — grievous. 

Para. 0. Haumk — the leg and loin taken together, 
Vtnhon — the flesli of a deer. Cut — hit. Certain... brethren 
— as, Howard, Colly, Hogarth, and Hiffernan. Cf. 

Thoro ia H — -tl, and C — y, and flo— rth, and H — ff, 

1 know tihny love Vnuiaon -1 know they love Uoef. 

Page 140 . IJiffernan — 2iW eccentric, drunken, idle, 
Insii creatine. He was educated fora physician, but earned 
his bread by writing newspaper paragraphs and critiques on 
jjlay.s. Irish reviewer. :Siep i«--enier the room. 

Like him... speech — who talked as volulily and was as expert 
in cheating and lying as Beau Fibbs ; see Text, p. 56. 

/WnA;</ -thought in my mind as to whom, when, and 
how I should send the neck and the breast of the buck. 

fn reverie <-ngrosscd in thought. Reverie — deep 

Hiedilution. ill -bred ; who does not know 

poliu- inanncis. /> it in waiting — is it to be sent to some 
one else? Fiounce — a sudden jeiking motion of the body, 
indicalive ol displeasure. Bounce — an impudent lie. Some 
tord^- W leftTs to Lord Clare. //nZ/fv/— manage 

llu affairs of the government. Ostentation — /.#?., I do not 
like to boast of my acquaintance with the great lords of 
the realm. Taken .. .way — dropped into your house on my 
way home. I insist on tL shall take no refusal. As I 
\^m a dinner - suiely as I am a sinner ; an oath. Wanted 
— bad need of. A/Z/j — Catherine. For crust — for making 
pies, l^his reoiiOfi - take or cany this venison. ABie. End — 
a suburb of I.ondon. A\f ^fining -you need not leave yout; 
seat. Bntshui op like ^ went away as swiftly as. 

H'huh did... Bin ke - (i went to dine at Mile Knd, but 
sad w\is hi^ disappointment. John.son and Burke couid 
not come — the one was at Thrale’s and the other at the 
horrible House of Commons. His only hope left was 
vcuisou pasty. But the pasty did not make its appearai^e. 
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prevented Goldsmith from being ingloriou^^ly beaten by 
the buily Welshman, Evans. 

Intervention -interposition. The accidental breaking of 
^he lamp is sportively said to be the intervention of the 
gods. As sHccess/ui — in saving the life and honour of the 
hero, Goldsmith. ^ 

Homeric cloud as is described by Homer. Cf. 

He (Phoebu») rant a cloud around 

The fainting chief, and wards tho mortal wooud. — Iliad. 

But pronorit to his aid, Apollo nhroudn 

Tho favoured hem in- a wil of cloud*. — lb. 

Tho Qiioori of L )vc {ren»M) her favonrod champion ahroudi 

(For goda can all things) in u veil of cloud* — lb. 

Action — charge ; suit. Tite how/... rose — The newspapers 
began to abuse him fiercely. Prerogative — privilege of 
freely discussing all topics. Assailed — attacked. 

Liberal .. .income --X o make scurrilous attacks upon the 
character of private individuals was a very lucrative source 
ot income in those days, because people used to pay 
heavy bribes to the editors of newspapers in order to .save 
themselves from such attacks. Pack— 9 . number of persons 
leagued for a bad purpose. IVitk one voice -unanimously. 

There 7 oas... Goldsmith did not possess that 
strengtli of mind which could treat with supreme indifter^ 
ence ihe earplugs and cavillings of underling scribblers. 

sec Text, 115. Worried into—i\\Q ve- 
nomous attacks of these cui-ihroats drew from him a vin- 
dication. A foolish... done— li was foolish ^n G/s part to 
write a letter of defence— -but he had written it well. 

This^ sir^...him — G. is very meek and gentle. He ha.s all 
atong meekly suffered ‘ slander, contumely, vulgar satire/ 
and brutal malignity. ‘ This-» XXm first time he las applietj 
the cane to a publisher for making a brutal attack upot^ 
him. It is therefore a new honour to him. Plume-- a 
feather used as an ornament ; a token of honour ; honour. 

QUESTIONS A ANSWERS. 

I. What charga was hrotight against O *b History of 
Bhgland 7 The History! wa« an innoront production. It 

WM wmply a compilation, in hii eaay dowing itylo. from vtlu>r 
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IbivioriaQS. Nevertheless he was fteroely attacked by the literary 
ont-tiiroats of the day ; ho was asked if he meant to be the tool 
of a minister, as well as the drudge of a book-seller ; he was re* 
minded that the favour of a generous public was bettor than the 
beat of pensions ; end Anally he was warned against betray- 
ing his country for * base and scandalons pay.* 

XX. What do you understand by *Bentimental comedy* ? 

Bee note on Sen timental comedy p. 220. - 

ni GWve abrief sketoh of the Btory of She 
Conquer. See note on Marlow } pp. 23*24. 

IV. Give brief sketohos of the leading ohara|iiB^^'^ 

the comedy— She Stoops to Conquer. ' , * 

Marlow — see note on Marlow ; pp. 23>24. ^ 

Hardoastle— a jovial, prosy, bat hospitable country 
of the old school. He loves to tell his long- win d^ 

Prince Eugene and the Dako of Ifarlboronghy' “ f love 

everything that*s old ; old friends, old iimei^/old manners, old 
books, old wine ; and an old wife.** fe 

Mrs. Hardoastle— a very genteel lady indeed. She Is fond of 
genteel society and the latest fashions. Says she, 'There is nothing 
in the world which I love to talk of so much as Loudon and the 
fashions, thongh I was never there myself.' 

Miss Hardoastle— the precty, bright'cyod, lively daughter of 
Squire Hardoastle. She is in love with young Marlow and 
knowing how bashful he is before ladies, etoopn to the manners and 
eoudltionvbf a barmaid, with whom he feels quite at ease, and 
by;|llis artifice conquen the heart of the man of her ohoioe. 

9^7 LumpklB— Tony Lumpkin is one... on joys them himself ; 
Bit Text, p. 144 . Also t)t^ 4 Jlote 8 , p. 31. 

Biggory— a bom employed on state oocukKons as 

butler and footman \ln^Kr. Hardoastle. He is both awkward 
\and familiar, laughs at l||pinaster^s jests and talks to his i»asti>l^*s 
guests while serving. p. 144. 

V. Relate tbe story ofthe mistake on wMobfibe Stoops 
to Conquer is founded. See question V, , p. 28. 

. VI. Write a brief oritique on Sbe Stoc^ to Cionqu^. 

Eero there ip no auxlons sti^hietNi at one of the truest blb| 
i^oomedy on 

detm on papers 









